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Introduction

All praises and thanks belong to Allah, W ho has sent down to His 
slave the Book and has not placed therein any crookedness. I bear 
witness that nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allah 
alone, without partners. He completed for the Muslims their 
religion, and He has not placed any hardship upon them. And I bear 
witness that Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger, the most 
complete person in terms of faith, the best of them in character, 
and the most superior of them in intellect. O Allah, exalt his rank, 
and send peace and blessings upon him and upon his good, pure 
family and noble, blessed Companions, the flag bearers of guidance 
and radiant lamps. And likewise, upon those who came after them 
adhering to the methodology they were upon.
As to what follows:
The following is an explanation of some verses from the Mighty 
Book of Allah. I wrote it because, while reciting the Noble Qur'an, I 
pass by some verses and some of the treasures therein come to mind; 
thus, I wanted to illustrate those treasures. This goal was achieved—  
and all praises belong to Allah— with the writing of this book; and 
while editing the book, I thought to write concerning some other 
verses as well.
This book contains speech on verses from chapters in the Qur'an—  
all of the suwar which appear before al-Mufassal1. Most of the verses

1 Translator’s note: Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar said, “Al-Mufassal starts with Surah Q af 
and goes to the end of the Q ur'an, according to the sound opinion. It is called mufassal 
because there are many breaks between the suwar, where the basmalah appears, according 
to the correct opinion.” (Fat'h al-Bari 2/295. See also Fat'h al-Bari 9/43.)
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TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R 'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

cover one topic in that particular surah, and sometimes more than 
one topic is discussed in that surah. As for al-Mufassal— which 
begins with Surah Q af—the topics cover a range of 15 various 
subjects. I derived benefit in what I wrote from the books of tafsir 
by Ibn Jarir, al-Qurtubi, Ibn Kathlr, ash-Shawkanl, and ash-Shinqltl 
(may Allah have mercy upon them).
I ask Allah the Exalted to bring about benefit by way of this book, 
and to grant me and all the Muslims success to a praiseworthy 
ending in this life and the next. May Allah exalt the rank of and 
send peace and blessings upon our Prophet Muhammad and upon 
his family and Companions.

2



Surah al-Fatihah

Verses 1-2

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most 
Merciful. All the praises and thanks belong to Allah, 

the Lord of all that exists.
[Surah al-Fatihah 1:1-2]

Explanation
Surah al-Fatihah is the greatest chapter in the Qur'an, based upon 
the hadith of Abu Sa’id bin al-Mu’ala1 collected by al-Bukharl. It 
contains the three categories of tawhid. tawhid of lordship, tawhid of 
divinity, and tawhid of names and attributes.
Tawhid o f lordship is tawhid of Allah’s actions, like creation, provi­
sion, giving life, causing death, and other than that from His 
actions. This means that Allah is alone in all of His actions; He has 
no partners in creating the creation, giving them life, or causing 
their death.

1 Translator’s note: Narrated from Abu Sa’id al-Mu’ala &£ that the Messenger o f Allah 
0$ said to him, “I will surely teach you a siirah that is the greatest surah in the Q u r 'a n ...” 
Then he said, “ All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord o f all that exists...’ It is 
the seven oft-repeated verses and the Glorious Q ur'an that I have been given.’’ (Sahih 
al-Bukhdri 4474)
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TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R 'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

Tawhid of divinity is tawhid by the actions of the slaves, like suppli­
cation, fear, hope, reliance, seeking refuge, seeking rain, sacrificing, 
and other than that from the actions of the slaves. Allah has imposed 
on His slaves that they make all worship sincerely for Him alone. 
The creation is not permitted to associate any partners with Allah in 
their worship. Just as there is no Creator except Allah, no one who 
gives life except Allah, and no one who causes death except Allah, 
then likewise, there is no true object of worship except Allah.
Tawhid of names and attributes is to affirm the names and attri­
butes that Allah has affirmed for Himself or that have been affirmed 
by His Messenger <j§f, without distortion, misinterpretation, or 
negation, and without saying how or making a likeness or example 
for Allah. As Allah the Exalted said:

There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Surah ash-Shura 42:11 ]

This noble verse is clear proof for the methodology of Ahlus-Sunnah 
wal-Jama’ah concerning Allah’s attributes. This methodology is to 
affirm His attributes while believing He is above all shortcomings, 
no matter how small or insignificant. In the statement of Allah the 
Exalted:

And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:11]

There is affirmation for the names “the All-Hearer, the All-Seer,” 
which is proof for the attributes o f hearing and seeing for Allah. And 
in His statement:

There is nothing like unto Him
[Surah ash-Shura 42:11]

4



Surah  al-Fatihah: Verses 1 -2

In this statement, Allah is above resembling His creation in their

to the sight of the creation.
Rather, the first verse of this great surah contains all three categories 
of tawhid. Tawhid of divinity is proven in His statement:

...Lord of all that exists.
[Surah al-Fatihah 1:2]

Allah the Exalted is the Lord of everything, and its Creator and 
Owner, as Allah the Exalted said:

O mankind! Worship your Lord, Who created you 
and those who were before you so that you may 
become pious; the one Who has made the earth a 
resting place for you, and the sky as a canopy, and 
sent down water (rain) from the sky and brought

attributes. Thus, Allah the Exalted has hearing which is not similar 
to the hearing of the creation, and He has sight which is not similar

All the praises and thanks belong to Allah...
[Surah al-Fdtihah 1:2]

This is because the slave ascribing all the praise to his Lord is worship 
of his Lord and praising Him. And this is from the actions of the 
slaves.
As for tawhid of lordship, it is found in His statement:

5



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R 'A N : TAFSIR OF SELECT VERSES

forth therewith fruits as a provision for you. Then do 
not set up rivals with Allah (in worship) while you 
know (that He alone has the right to be worshiped).

[Surah al-Bacjarah 2:21-22]

As for tawhid of names and attributes, it is contained in this verse by 
way of two names from the names of Allah: His name “Allah” found 
in His statement:

<
...to Allah...

[Surah al-Fatihah 1:2]

And His name “the Lord” found in His statement:

...Lord of all that exists.
[Surah al-Fatihah 1:2]

In this verse, the name “Lord” appears attached to a noun after it; 
this name is mentioned in Surah Ya-Sin alone, not connected to a 
noun after it in His statement:

^ (* ^J Cr* y
(It will be said to them), “Peace be on you,” a word

from a Lord (Allah) most merciful.
[Surah Ya-Sin 36:58]

The 'dlamin (“all that exists”) is everything other than Allah. Allah,
in His essence with His names and attributes, is the Creator, and
everything other than Him is created. Allah said concerning Musa 
and Pharaoh:

Pharaoh said, “And what is the Lord o f all that

6



Surah  al-Fatihah: Verse 3

exists?” Musa said, “Lord of the heavens and the 
earth, and all that is between them, if you seek to be 

convinced with certainty.”
[Surah ash-Shu'ara' 26:23-24]

Verse 3

The Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.
[Surah al-Fatihah 1:3]

Explanation
These are two of Allah’s names indicating the attribute of mercy 
for Allah. The name “ar-Rahman” is a name which is not applied 
to anyone other than Allah, while the name “ar-Rahlm” appears in 
the Q ur'an applied to Allah and other than Allah as well. Allah said 
concerning His Prophet Muhammad fft:

Verily, there has come unto you a messenger from 
amongst yourselves. It grieves him that you should 
receive any injury or difficulty. He is anxious over 
you; for the believers, (he is) full o f pity, kind and 

merciful.
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:128]

Ibn Kathlr said in his explanation of the statement “In the name of 
Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful,” which appears in 
the beginning of Surah al-Fatihah: “There are some names of Allah 
the Exalted which can be used for other than Him, and there are 
some names which no one but Allah can be called, like the names

7



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R 'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES 

ar-Rahman, the Creator, the Provider, and names similar to this.”

Verse 4

^ $  4^  y
The Owner of the Day of Recompense.

[Surah al-Fatihah 1:4]

Explanation
This indicates tawhid of lordship. Allah is the Lord of everything 
and its Owner. To Him belongs the dominion o f the heavens and 
the earth and everything between them. He is the Owner of this 
world and the Hereafter. Allah the Exalted said:

( 1 4 * 4  o f#  ddli aIj y
i. j p  %is4  y

To Allah belongs the dominion o f the heavens and 
the earth and all that is therein, and He is able to do 

all things.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:120]

And He said:
* ° . °S-P lP  oXj (jj] \ lij£) y

Blessed is He in Whose Hand is the dominion, and 
He is able to do all things.

[Surah a l-M u lk  67:1]

yy
li JS 4_1J ^  Ol <dlp
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Su rah  al-Fatihah: V erse 5

*{ 0
Say: “In whose hand is the realm of all things— and 
He protects while none can protect against Him— if 
you should know?” They will say, “(All that belongs) 
to Allah.” Say: “How then are you deceived and turn 

away from the truth?”
[Surah a l -M u 'm in u n  23:88-89]

The Day of Recompense is the day o f reward and reckoning. The 
reason He states that He is the Owner o f the Day of Recompense, 
even though He is the Owner of this world and the Hereafter, is 
because on that day, all the creation will submit to the Lord of all 
that exists, in contrast to what occurs in this world. In this world, 
there are those who transgress and are arrogant. In this world, you 
find those who say:

< 1 ^ 1 ^ 0 1 )
“I am your Lord Most High.”2

[Surah a n -N a z i ’a t  79:24]

And those who say:

“O chiefs! I know not that you have a god other than
me.”3

[Surah al-Qasas 28:38]

Verse 5

You (alone) we worship, and you (alone) we ask for

1 Translator’s note: This was the statement o f Pharaoh.
3 Translator’s note: This was the statement o f Pharaoh.

9



help.
[Surah al-Fatihah 1:5]

TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R 'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

Explanation
This signifies tawhid of divinity. The object precedes the verbs to 
show restriction. Thus, worship is not for anyone other than Allah, 
and help in those matters which only Allah can do is sought only 
from Allah. The first sentence shows that the Muslim performs his 
acts of worship sincerely for the Face of Allah in accordance with the 
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah fH. The second sentence shows 
that the Muslim only seeks help in his worldly affairs and the affairs 
of the Hereafter from Allah the Exalted.

Verses 6-7

U kAjI J1 >

Guide us to the Straight Path.
[Surah al-Fatihah 1:6-7]

Explanation
“Guide us to the Straight Path”— This signifies tawhid of divinity; 
this is a supplication, and supplication (du’d) is a form of worship. 
Allah the Exalted said:

^  4JJI \ j j  4_U OlJ ^
And the m asdjid  are for Allah (alone), so invoke not 

anyone along with Allah.
[Surah al-Jinn 72:18]

10



Surah  al-Fatihah: Verses 6 -7

This supplication contains the greatest desire of the slave: guidance 
to the Straight Path, the path that, if adhered to, will remove the 
person from darkness and bring them to the light. And they will 
prosper with joy and contentment in this life and the Hereafter. The 
slave’s need for guidance is greater than his need for food and drink, 
because food and drink extend his temporal life while guidance to 
the Straight Path increases his everlasting eternal life.
This supplication includes seeking firmness upon the guidance one 
has received and seeking additional guidance. Allah the Exalted said:

< ;U i j *  fib T j ^ 0;  i j j £ i  ^ j j i j  >
While as for those who accept guidance, He increases 

their guidance and bestows on them their piety.
[Surah M u h a m m a d  47:17]

And He said about the Companions of the Cave:

< v  ° '  ° I *S\ C°. o f | \<_£-U V? /
Truly! They were young men who believed in their 
Lord (Allah), and We increased them in guidance.

[Sdrah al-K ahf  18:13]

And He said:

And Allah increases in guidance those who were 
guided.

[Surah M a r y a m  19:76]

Following the Straight Path means to adhere to the path of those 
whom Allah has favored from the prophets, truthful, martyrs, and 
righteous. They are those who combined knowledge with action. 
Thus, the slave asks his Lord for guidance to the Straight Path with 
which Allah blessed His messengers and allies. And he asks Him 
to make him far away from the path of His enemies— those who 
have knowledge but do not act accordingly. And they are the Jews,

11



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R 'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

upon whom is the anger of Allah. And likewise, those who worship 
Allah upon ignorance and misguidance, and they are the misguided 
Christians.
The hadith which proves that those whom Allah’s anger is upon are 
the Jews and those who are misguided are the Christians, is the hadith 
collected by at-Tirmidhi (2954) and other than him!/Shaykh al-Al- 
bani collects this narration in his Collection o f Authentic Narrations 
(3263); here you will find the names of some of the scholars who 
have mentioned the authenticity of this hadith.
Ibn Kathir mentioned in his tafiir of the statement of Allah the 
Exalted:

j \ ^ H \  \* j f  01 \ p \  1*5 \j >
< J j l  o*  31>1 O jIi'U
O you who believe! Verily, there are many of the 
(Jewish) rabbis and the (Christian) monks who 
devour the wealth o f mankind in falsehood, and 

hinder (them) from the path of Allah.
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:34]

“Sufyan bin ‘Uyaynah said, ‘Those who become corrupted from our 
scholars resemble the Jews, and those who become corrupted from 
our worshipers resemble the Christians.’”
Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqltl said in his book Adwa ' 
al-Baydn (53/1): “The Jews and Christians: although they are both 
astray and they both have the wrath of Allah upon them, the wrath 
is specifically upon the Jews, although the Christians share this with 
them. This is because the Jews know the truth [yet] they deny it, 
and they purposely implement falsehood. Thus, the wrath is more 
specific to their attributes. The Christians are ignorant and don’t 
know the truth, so misguidance is more specific to their attributes.”

4 Translator’s note: ‘Adiyy bin Hatim said, “The Prophet said, ‘The Jews are those 
whom Allah’s wrath is upon, and the Christians are those who have strayed.’” (Graded 
as hasan.)

12



Surah  al-F atihah: Verses 6 -7

This clarifies that the following statement refers to the Jews:

Not (the way) of those who earned Your anger...

So they have drawn on themselves wrath upon 
wrath.

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:90]

Say (O Muhammad): “Shall I inform you of 
something worse than that, regarding the recom­
pense from Allah: those (Jews) who incurred the 
curse of Allah and His wrath, those o f whom (some) 
He transformed into monkeys and pigs, those who 
worshiped taghiit (false deities); such are worse in 

rank, and far more astray from the right path.”

Certainly, those who took the calf (for worship), 
wrath from their Lord and humiliation will come 
upon them in the life o f this world. Thus do We

[Surah al-Fatihah 1:7]

Allah said about the Jews:

He also said about them:

[Surah al-M d'idah 5:60]

And He said:

13



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R 'A N : TAFSIR OF SELECT VERSES

recompense those who invent lies.
[Surah a l-A 'rd f  7:152]

And He clarified that the following verse refers to the Christians:

< j & d l  j  >
...nor of those who went astray.

[Surah al-Fatihah 1:7]

He said about the Christians:

And do not follow the inclinations o f a people who 
had gone astray before and misled many and have 

strayed from the soundness o f the path.
[Surah al-M d'idah 5:77]

What has preceded clarifies that Surah al-Fatihah contains more 
than the three categories of tawhid— tawhid of lordship, tawhid 
of divinity, and tawhid o f names and attributes. Some scholars 
categorize tawhid into two categories: tawhid of information and 
affirmation, and this contains tawhid of lordship and names and 
attributes; and tawhid of seeking and objective, and this is tawhid of 
divinity. There is no contradiction between the two different classifi­
cations of tawhid. Ibn Abil-Tzz said in The Explanation o f al-'Aqidah 
at- Tahawiyyahs\ “The tawhid which the messengers of Allah called 
to, that which was sent down in the Books, is of two categories: 
tawhid of information and affirmation, and tawhid of seeking and 
objective.”
The first category is affirming the reality of the essence of the Lord 
the Exalted, His attributes, His actions, and His names. And He has 
no likeness or similitude in any of that, as He has said about Himself

5 Pp. 42-43
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Surah  al-Fatihah: Verses 6 -7

and as His Messenger said about Him. The Qur'an has clearly stated 
this with complete clarity, as is found in the first part of Surah 
al-Hadid, Surah Ta-Ha, the end o f Surah al-Hashr, the beginning 
o f Surah as-Sajdah, the beginning of Surah Ali Tmran, all o f Surah 
al-Ikhlas, and other than that.
The second category is tawhid of seeking and objective (tawhid of 
worship), like what is contained in Surah al-Kafirun and His state­
ment:

\J\ i jju ; ^ b £ J l  J i l  \j 3 5 )  
i a U ;  a n  Vi Yi
bb Ij-t g M 1̂1jji* Oli a l l  bb jl liajy

< o y i i i i
Say (O Muhammad): “O People of the Scripture 
(Jews and Christians), come to a word that is just 
between us and you, that we worship none but 
Allah, and that we associate no partners with Him, 
and that none of us shall take others as lords besides 
Allah.” Then, if they turn away, say: “Bear witness 

that we are Muslims.”
[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:64]

And the beginning of Surah az-Zumar:

aJ C z l k l  d l l  J  j ^ J b  o l ^ J l  l i d  d p i  bl )

Indeed, We have sent down to you the Book, [O 
Muhammad], in truth. So worship Allah, [being] 

sincere to Him in religion.
[Surah a z -Z u m a r  39:2]

Likewise, this category of tawhid is found in the end of Surah az-Zu- 
mar, the beginning, middle, and end o f Surah Yunus, the beginning 
and end of Surah al-A’raf, and various verses in Surah al-An’am.
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TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R 'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

Most of the suwar in the Q ur'an contain all the categories of tawhid-, 
rather, all the suwar in the Qur'an contain them. The Qur'an either 
mentions information about Allah, His names, attributes, and 
actions— and this is tawhid of knowledge and information (tawhid 
of lordship and names and attributes)— or it calls to the worship 
of Allah alone without partners and the prohibition of worshiping 
anything other than Him, and this is tawhid of seeking and objec­
tive (tawhid of worship).
The Q ur'an contains commands and prohibitions in order for the 
slaves to adhere to the obedience of Allah, and that is from the rights 
of tawhid and its perfection. It contains information of His honor­
ing the people of tawhid—how He treated them in this life and 
honors them in the Hereafter. This is the reward of tawhid. It has 
information about the people of shirk, and how He dealt with them 
in this life and the punishment for them in the Hereafter. This is 
the recompense for those who abandon tawhid. Therefore, all of the 
Qur'an contains tawhid, its rights and its rewards, and the position 
of shirk, its people, and their recompense.
“All the praises and thanks belong to Allah, the Lord of all that
exists” is tawhid.
“The Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful” is tawhid.
“The Owner of the Day of Recompense” is tawhid.
“You (alone) we worship, and you (alone) we ask for help” is tawhid.
“Guide us to the Straight Path; the p a th ...” is tawhid which 
comprises of asking for guidance to the path of the people of tawhid, 
those whom Allah has favored.
“Not (the path) of those who earned Your anger, nor of those who 
went astray”— These are those who abandoned tawhid.
Due to the great status of Surah al-Fatihah and what it contains of 
tawhid of Allah in His lordship, His divinity, His names and attri­
butes, and seeking guidance to the Straight Path— which the Muslim
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Surah  al-F atihah: Verses 6 -7

needs more than any other need he has, and its necessity is greater 
than any necessity he has— for this reason, it is prescribed to recite it 
in every rak’ab of prayer.
The Messenger of Allah %  said:

. aaji!  \'X  ^  'y
There is no prayer for the one who does not recite the opening of 
the Book.6
The Prophet said:

t^b*J jS -  - OIjaII ^b l ^ j  Iyo  jJ  O*
^  Jil : J l i i  t ' j j  J jS sJ b| J-*3

:,_Jb*j <dil J l i  :J_ySj aJIp  <dJl aJJI J j —>j  ^ l*
»b*!l J l i  bl» t Jb* b* S^bvah C.- o.
Jb® b j  i(_£.lp : (_j!bo <dJl J l i  1 l-jj <UJ
dlib.} J l i  b l j  cc^JLp £Jp ^ J^3 
b li - ^£Xs- £ j\ J e j s  \ l j*  J l i j  — l^J-p  : J l i  : { fj i  
b* ^ -L aIj c^-bp- 1 Jl» : J l i  : { lyjcu~ j i i b j  -b*j ^ j }  J^3
jt-^Jp c —«-*Ji b-XAl} J l i  b li t j b -

t
. Jb*  b* 1 jjt> : J l i  {^-^Jb^il N j jt-^-ip jS -

“Whoever offers a prayer in which he does not recite Umm al-Kitab 
(al-Fatihah), it is defective”— and he said it three times. It was said 
to Abu Hurayrah, “(What if) we are behind the imam?” He said, 
“Recite it to yourself, for I heard the Messenger o f Allah % say, 
‘Allah said, “I have divided prayer between Myself and My slave into 
two halves, and My slave shall have what he has asked for. When 
the slave says, ‘All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of 
all that exists,’ Allah says, ‘My slave has praised Me.’ And when 
he says, ‘The Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful,’ Allah says, ‘My
6 Sahib al-Bukhari 756; Sahih Muslim  393
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slave has extolled Me.’ And when he says, ‘The Owner of the Day of 
Recompense,’ Allah says, ‘My slave has glorified Me’—and on one 
occasion, He said, ‘My slave has submitted to My power.’ And when 
he says, ‘You (alone) we worship, and You (alone) we ask for help,’ 
He says, ‘This is between Me and My slave, and My slave shall have 
what he is asking for.’ And when he says, ‘Guide us to the Straight 
Way. The way of those on whom You have bestowed Your grace, not 
(the way) of those who earned Your anger, nor of those who went 
astray,’ He says, ‘This is for My slave, and My slave shall have what 
he has asked for.”” ”7
The meaning of the statement of Allah in this Hadith QudsI: “And 
when he says, ‘You (alone) we worship, and You (alone) we ask for 
help,’ He says, ‘This is between Me and My slave, and My slave shall 
have what he is asking for.’” The first sentence, “You (alone) we 
worship,” contains worship, and this belongs to Allah. The second 
sentence contains the slave requesting aid from Allah, and Allah 
favors him by granting his request.
Our Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti used Surah al-Fati- 
frah to prove the validity of Abu Bakr’s rule iii. He said in his book 
Adwa al-Baydn\ “From these verses, we extract the validity of Abu 
Bakr as-Siddiq’s rule M, because he is included amongst those Allah 
commanded us with in the seven oft-repeated verses in the Great 
Qur'an (meaning al-Fatihah). This is because we ask Him to guide 
us to their path, so this proves that their path is the Straight Path. 
This is in His statement: ‘Guide us to the Straight Way; the way 
of those on whom You have bestowed Your grace.’ And from those 
whom Allah has bestowed His grace upon are the truthful, and it 
has been clarified to us that Abu Bakr i ii  is from the truthful. So it 
is clear that he is from those upon whom Allah has bestowed His 
grace, those to whose path Allah has commanded us to ask Him 
for guidance. So there remains no doubt that Abu Bakr is upon the 
Straight Path, and his rule is valid.”8

Sahih Muslim 395 
"Adwa al-Bayan 51/1
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Surah al-Baqarah

Verse 1

Alif-ldm -m im
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:1]

Explanation
Allah opens 29 suwar from the Q ur'an— the first of them being 
Surah al-Baqarah— with the disconnected letters (al-huruf al-muqa- 
tta’dt). Concerning these letters, I mention the following points:
The disconnected letters which appear in the beginning of the suwar 
are: sad (<_k»), lam (JO, ha (-ft), sin (<_>-), ha (^), yd (tj), ra (j), alif(\), 
mim (f), nun (o), qdf(S), ta (J»), ‘ayn (£-), and kdf(^).
These are 14 letters. All o f these letters are combined in one state­
ment (for ease of memorization): or J-aj

The letter which is mentioned the least is kdf it only appears 
once in Surah Maryam. The letter which appears the most is mim 
(<»); it appears in 17 places.

1 Translator’s note: These sentences are comprised o f all the disconnected letters which 
appear at the beginning o f various chapters o f the Q ur'an. Their only purpose is to make 
it easier to memorize the letters, so translating these sentences is o f no consequence.
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These disconnected letters are divided into five categories:
1) Single letters: These letters are sad qdf(j)), and nun (<j).
2) Two letters: These letters are ta ha (aL), ta sin ((_>da), yd sin 
and ha mim (fd).

3) Three letters: alif lam mim (<dl), alif lam rd (jll), and ta sin
mim

4) Four letters: alif lam mim sad and alif lam mim rd
(j-n).

5) Five letters: kafhaya ‘ayn sad and ha mim ‘ayn sin
qd f{^c - ^d).
It is well known among many of the scholars concerning the 
meaning of these letters that they say: “Allah knows best the intent 
of these letters.” There is a reference to the Q ur'an2 in all but four 
of these suwar that start with these disconnected letters; these four 
are Maryam, al-‘Ankabut, ar-Rum, and al-Qalam. In these chapters, 
the Qur'an is referenced at the end of Surah Maryam, ar-Rum, and 
al-Qalam, and in the middle of Surah aMAnkabut.
It’s understood that this alludes to the miracle of the Qur'an. This 
is because the Qur'an is comprised of the same letters used by the 
people in their speech, but despite this, they are not able to use these 
letters to produce any speech similar to the Qur'an.
Ibn Kathlr said in his tafsir of Surah al-Baqarah: “Some scholars 
say that these letters are mentioned in the beginning of the surah to 
clarify the miracle of the Qur'an, and to show that the creation is 
incapable of producing anything similar to it, despite the fact that 
the Qur'an is comprised of the same letters they speak with. This was 
mentioned by ar-RazI in his tafsir, narrated from al-Mubarrid3 and

: Translator’s note: For example: The statement o f Allah the Exalted, “Alif-lam-mim. 
This is the Book about which there is no doubt” (Surah al-Baqarah); and the statement 
o f Allah the Exalted, “Q d f  By the Glorious Q ur'an” (Surah Qaf).
1 Translator’s note: He is Abul-'Abbas M uhammad bin Yazld al-Azdl, born in 210 AH.
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Su rah  al-Baqarah: Verse 1

a group of other scholars. Al-Qurtubl narrated this viewpoint from 
al-Farra'4 and Q utrub5. Az-Zamakhsharl agreed with this viewpoint 
in his book Al-Kash 'shdf6 This was also the viewpoint of the Imam 
and scholar Abul-Abbas Ibn Taymiyyah and our Shaykh al-Hafiz 
Abul-Hajjaj al-MizzF; he narrated this to me from Ibn Taymiyyah.”
Ibn Kathlr continued, saying: “For this reason, every surah that 
opens with these letters will certainly mention the triumph of the 
Qur'an and clarify its miracle and greatness. This is known by inves­
tigation and study. This occurs in 29 suwar. For this reason, Allah 
the Exalted said:

<  0  ^  c Z j y  i i j i  o  >
Alif-ldm-mtm. This is the Book about which there is 

no doubt.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:1-2]

“Likewise, there are other verses proving the correctness of this 
viewpoint of the aforementioned scholars, for those who study this 
matter carefully. And Allah knows best.”

Verse 2

{  Aj y  dJJi )
This is the Book about which there is no doubt...

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:2]

4 Translator’s note: He is Abu Zakariyya al-Farra, born in 144 AH.
’ Translators note: He is Abu ‘All M uhammad, who died in 206 AH.
6 Translator’s note: Ibn Taymiyyah said, “As for az-Zamakhshari, his tafiir is loaded with 
innovation upon the methodology o f the Mu’tazilah.. . ” (Collection o f  Fatdwd 13/386- 
387)

Translator’s note: He is Jamal ad-Dln Abil-Hajjaj Yusuf bin ‘Abdir-Rahman al-Mizzi, 
born in 654 AH.
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Explanation
“The Book” is the Qur'an. The letters alif-lam (Jl) preceding the 
word “Book” are to affirm what is already understood, meaning the 
Book you understand is being referred to in your mind. The phrase 
“the Book” is mentioned a great deal in the Q ur’an, and the intent 
is the Great Qur'an. This is mentioned in the beginning of Surah Ali 
Tmran, Yunus, Yusuf, ar-Ra’d, al-Hijr, ash-Shu’ara , an-Naml, al-Qa- 
sas, Luqman, as-Sajdah, az-Zumar, Ghafir, az-Zukhruf, ad-Dukhan, 
al-Jathiyah, and al-Ahqaf. Allah the Exalted said in Surah Maryam:

And mention in the Book...

This is m entioned in Surah Maryam five times.8 And this is 
m entioned in other verses, as well.
The phrase “the Book” is m entioned in singular form with the intent 
o f the collective noun, meaning “the Books,” like in the statem ent of 
Allah the Exalted:

It is not righteousness that you turn your faces 
towards east and (or) west (in prayers); but righteous­
ness is (the quality of) the one who believes in Allah, 
the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the proph-

” Translator’s note: “A nd m en tion  in the Book (the story of) M aryam ” (verse 16); “A nd 
m en tio n  in the Book Ib rah im . Verily! H e was a m an o f  tru th , a p ro p h e t” (verse 41); 
“A nd m en tion  in the B ook M usa. Verily! H e was chosen and  he was a m essenger (and) 
a p ro p h e t” (verse 51); “A nd m en tion  in the B ook Ism ail. Verily! H e  was tru e  to  w hat 
he prom ised , an d  he was a m essenger (and) a p ro p h e t” (verse 54); “A nd m en tio n  in the 
B ook Idris. Verily! H e  was a m an o f  tru th  (and) a p ro p h e t” (verse 56).
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Surah  al-Baqarah: Verse 2

ets...
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:177]  

And the statement of Allah the Exalted:

j t j H z  j l p i d j i  3 ^ 3  d i  q-iIji oisr >

Mankind was one community and Allah sent proph­
ets with glad tidings and warnings, and with them 

He sent the Book in truth.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:213]

And His statement:

o E S 3  ^  d j j l j  o l l d h  l i b '  e L ’ I l b  )

Indeed, We have sent Our messengers with clear 
proofs, and revealed with them the Book and the 

Balance.
[Surah a l-H adid  57:25]

The intent of “the Book” in these verses is “the Books” (plural). The 
letters alif-lam (J') preceding the word “Book” is known as “encom­
passing a genus.” In Surah an-Nisa, the phrase “the Book” comes 
with the meaning of the Q ur'an and the Books (plural), in the same 
verse. Allah the Exalted said:

Jb u  \JJ\ \J i\ 1*5 E >
< IPot '&b

O you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His 
Messenger (Muhammad), and the Book (the Qur'an) 
which He has sent down to His Messenger, and the 

Book which He sent down to those before (him).
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:136]
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And His statement:

And We have revealed to you, (O Muhammad), the 
Book in truth, confirming that which preceded it of 

the Book and as a criterion over it.
[Surah a l-M d'idah 5:48]

The meaning of “the Book” in the first part o f the verse is the 
Qur'an, and the meaning of “the Book” in the second part of the 
verse is the Books sent down by Allah to the previous messengers 
before the Qur'an.
Many times in the Qur'an when “the Book” is mentioned, it refers 
to the Torah.

Verse 2

...guidance for the righteous...
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:2]

Explanation
The righteous are those who adhere to taqwa of Allah. Taqwa, 
according to the Arabic language, is derived from the word that 
means protection. It is to place a barrier to protect you between you 
and that which you fear, just as someone would protect himself from 
the sun by using something as shade from its heat, or protect himself 
from the cold by wearing thick clothing, or protect himself from 
thorns and harmful things on the ground by wearing shoes. As for 
the Islamic meaning of taqwa of Allah, then it is for the individual
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Surah  al-Baqarah: Verse 2

to place between himself and the anger of Allah a barrier to protect 
himself from Allah’s anger. That is accomplished by obeying His 
commands and staying away from His prohibitions.
The linguistic meaning of taqwa is general while the Islamic meaning 
is a portion taken from the general meaning. Often, the legislative 
meaning of a word is a portion taken from the linguistic meaning 
of a word. An example of this is “fasting.” The linguistic meaning is 
to refrain from everything, while in the legislative meaning, refrain­
ing is specified. Thus, it means to refrain from eating, drinking, and 
everything that invalidates fasting from the entrance o f Fajr until 
the setting of the sun. Another example is “Hajj”— the linguistic 
meaning is applied to every journey; the legislative meaning is to 
journey to the Ancient House, perform .tawvz/around it, and perform 
the other specific rites of H ajj- The linguistic meaning of ‘Umrah is 
applied to every visit; the legislative meaning is to visit the ancient 
house to perform tawaf, and walking between Safa and Marwah.
Taqwa of Allah is His command to the early and later generations. 
Allah the Exalted said:

*{ an  \j£\

And verily We have instructed those who were given 
the scripture before you and yourselves to fear Allah.

[Surah an-Nisd' 4:131]  

Allah explained to us that taqwa is the best provision. He said:

And take a provision (with you) for the journey, but 
the best provision is taqwa.

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:197]

He made every good and happiness in this world and the Hereafter 
a result of taqwa. He said:
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i i i  \ J \ ]  >
So be afraid of Allah; and Allah teaches you.

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:282]

And He said:

f i d  j a a  u j i  oi \ p \  u )
< - J i j  > S A

O you who believe, if you fear Allah, He will grant 
you a criterion and will remove from you your 

misdeeds and forgive you.
[Surah al-Anfdl 8:29]

And He said:

fcjx? 0  d  A  S  )

And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to 
Him, He will make a way for him to get out (from 
every difficulty). And He will provide him from 

(sources) he never could imagine.
[Surah at-Taldq 65:2-3]

And He said:

< £ . !  & f j # j  A jiia z *  > s d  a j i  jL: >
And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to 
Him, He will remit his sins from him, and will 

enlarge his reward.
[Surah at-Taldq 65:5]
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Surah  al-Baqarah: V erse  3

Verse 3

^  s-4 * ^  ^yyy . y
Those who believe in the unseen

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:3]

Explanation
The linguistic meaning of “unseen” is everything hidden from man. 
The legislative meaning of “unseen” is that which is not known except 
by way of revelation. Examples of this are the information concern­
ing the beginning of creation, the messengers and their nations, 
and information concerning future events such as the appearance 
of Ya'juj and Ma'juj (Gog and Magog), the Beast, the Dajjal, and 
other events. Likewise, the unseen includes what occurs inside the 
graves from bliss and torment, what occurs after the resurrection, 
the gathering, the reckoning, weighing of the deeds, the bridge over 
the Hellfire, Paradise and the bliss prepared within it, the Hellfire 
and the punishment prepared within it. The “unseen” includes that 
which man is not able to see, such as the angels, the. jinn, and what 
is in the heavens.
Belief in the unseen is from the foundational beliefs found in the six 
pillars of faith explained in the well-known hadith of Jibrll. These 
beliefs are belief in Allah, His angels, His Books, His messengers, the 
Day of Judgment, and divine decree (the good of it and the bad of 
it).
Belief in Allah’s names, attributes, and actions, and knowing how to 
properly worship Him, is only known by way of revelation from the 
Book of Allah the Exalted and from the Sunnah of His Messenger
m .

Belief in the angels, the origin and fashion of their creation, the jobs 
they are entrusted with, and other information about the angels is
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all from the knowledge of the unseen.
Belief in the messengers, knowing some of their names, their nations, 
and what occurred between the messengers and their nations, is 
from the knowledge of the unseen.
Belief in the Books, knowledge of them, knowing the names of these 
Books and the messengers these Books were sent to, is from knowl­
edge of the unseen.
Belief in the Last Day, knowledge of what occurs in the graves from 
bliss and punishment, the terror which will occur after the resurrec­
tion, the gathering, the Pond, the reckoning, the scales, Paradise and 
the Hellfire— all of this is from knowledge of the unseen.
Belief in divine decree is from the knowledge of the unseen— every­
thing written in the Preserved Tablet from what Allah has already 
previously decreed, and no one knows it except Allah. Thus, whatever 
Allah wills to happen will happen, and whatever He does not will to 
happen will not happen. Mankind does not know the decree until 
it befalls them, or when they are informed that it will occur in the 
future by the truthful one who is trusted (Prophet Muhammad Ift).
Due to the great status of belief in the unseen, Allah made it the first 
attribute of the pious mentioned in His statement:

A guidance for the righteous, those who believe in 
the unseen, establish prayer, and spend out o f what 
We have provided for them, and those who believe in 
what has been revealed to you, [O Muhammad], and 
what was revealed before you, and of the Hereafter 

they are certain [in faith].
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:2-4]
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Verse 16

0 ^ 3  u i  \y j^ \  l i f i j i  >

These are they who have purchased misguidance for 
the price o f guidance, so their commerce was profit­

less. And they were not guided.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:16]

Explanation
This verse is about the hypocrites and how they desired misguidance 
and were pleased with it for themselves, and how they abandoned 
guidance and turned away from it. Thus, what they desired led 
them astray, and they did not profit from their commerce, nor did 
they prosper from the guidance they abandoned. For this reason, 
Allah said “...so their commerce was profitless. And they were not 
guided.” In the Arabic language, when mentioning something which 
has been purchased, the letter b d  is placed before the thing given 
in exchanged for the purchased merchandise, thus this is the price 
given in exchange for it. Allah said in another verse concerning some 
of the disbelievers:

^

Those are they who have bought the life o f this world 
at the price of the Hereafter. Their torment shall not 

be lightened nor shall they be helped.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:86]

And His statement:

OlJodlJ )*
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Those are they who have purchased error at the price 
of guidance, and torment at the price o f forgiveness.
So how bold they are (for evil deeds which will push 

them) to the Fire.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:175]

Thus, the letter b a  in these sentences is placed before the thing which 
is given up or abandoned. Similar to this is the statement of Allah 
the Exalted:

And (remember) when you said, “O Musa! We 
cannot endure one kind of food. So invoke your 
Lord for us to bring forth for us o f what the earth 
grows— its herbs, its cucumbers, its garlic, its lentils, 
and its onions.” He said, “Would you exchange that 

which is better for that which is lower?
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:61]

They gave up that which was better for them: the m a n n a ’ and 
quails.10

" Translator’s note: Imam as-Sa’di said in his tafiir o f this verse: "Al-manna is a collective 
noun which includes all good provision obtained without any hardship, such as ginger, 
truffles, and bread.”
10 Translator’s note: “And We shaded you with clouds and sent down on you al-manna 
and quails, (saying): ‘Eat o f the good lawful things We have provided for you.’” (Surah 
al-Baqarah 2:57)
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Verses 21-22

f a \ j  f a U  ^ j j i  f a  \ / j £ \  \ t f  u )
^ j S / i  ^ j j i  0  j j £ j
dr? ^  ^  tU -iJl JJilJ 5.IL £U»SJ1J  lil^ i
o > & j j i i j  1S& 1  J j  i j i u j  ^ j i d  l i j j  o i> 1 ji

O mankind! Worship your Lord, the one Who 
created you and those who were before you so that 
you may become pious; the one Who has made the 
earth a resting place for you, and the sky as a canopy, 
and sent down water (rain) from the sky and brought 
forth therewith fruits as a provision for you. Then 
do not set up rivals with Allah (in worship) while 

you know.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:21-22]

Explanation
These two verses contain the first command that Allah made within 
the mus’haf. This is the command to worship Allah, and this is the 
greatest of all commands given. These verses likewise contain the 
first prohibition that Allah made, and it is the prohibition of associ­
ating partners with Allah and setting up rivals for Him. This is the 
greatest thing He prohibited. These verses contain the command to 
adhere to tawhid (pure monotheism), which is the worship of Allah 
alone and abandoning the worship of anyone or anything other 
than Him. That is in the first verse: “Worship your Lord,” and at 
the end of the second verse: “Then do not set up rivals with Allah 
(in worship) while you know.” This is the meaning of “nothing has 
the right to be worshiped except Allah.” His statement “Then do not 
set up rivals with Allah” is the meaning of “nothing has the right
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to be worshiped,” while His statement “Worship your Lord” is the 
meaning of “except Allah.”
These verses establish tawhid of lordship, as Allah created them and 
those who came before them, and He placed the earth beneath them 
and the heavens above them. He is the One who sent down rain 
from the sky and brought forth from the earth their provision. The 
intent for establishing tawhid of lordship is so that the disbeliev­
ers whom the Prophet m  was sent to would adhere to tawhid of 
divinity. So just as you are well aware that there is no Creator except 
Allah and no Provider except Allah, then likewise there is nothing 
that deserves to be worshiped except Allah. In many places in the 
Qur'an, the tawhid which the disbelievers agree with is mentioned 
so that they will accept the tawhid which they oppose. For example, 
the statement of Allah the Exalted:

Is not He (better than your gods) Who created the 
heavens and the earth, and sends down for you
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water (rain) from the shy, whereby We cause to grow 
wonderful gardens full o f beauty and delight? It 
is not in your ability to cause the growth o f their 
trees. Is there any god with Allah? Nay, but they are a 
people who ascribe equals (to Him)! Is not He (better 
than your gods) Who has made the earth as a fixed 
abode, and has placed rivers in its midst, and has 
placed firm mountains therein, and has set a barrier 
between the two seas (of salt and sweet water). Is 
there any god with Allah? Nay, but most o f them 
know not. Is not He (better than your gods) Who 
responds to the distressed one when he calls Him, 
and Who removes the evil, and makes you inheritors 
of the earth, generation after generation. Is there 
any god with Allah? Little is that you remember!
Is not He (better than your gods) Who guides you 
in the darkness o f the land and the sea, and Who 
sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, going 
before His mercy (rain)? Is there any god with Allah?
High Exalted be Allah above all that they associate 
as partners (to Him)! Is not He (better than your 
so-called gods) Who originates creation, and shall 
thereafter repeat it, and Who provides for you from 
heaven and earth? Is there any god with Allah? Say:

“Bring forth your proofs, if you are truthful.”
[Surah a ti-N a m l 27:60-64]

In the first part of these verses, tawhid of lordship— which the disbe­
lievers agree with— is mentioned, while what is desired from them 
is mentioned at the end of the verse, which is to adhere to tawhid 
of divinity. That is in His statement “Is there any god with Allah?” 
‘Abdullah bin Mas’ud M  asked the Prophet 0 :

. i i i U  L  i  y j j  d\ ?4iJ» oIp c J jlj i  i !
“What is the greatest sin in the sight of Allah?” [The Prophet] said, 
“That you set up a rival with Allah even though He alone created
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you.”11

Verse 23

3 \y\i ^ \y  L*-4 j  0 |J  ~y
oi < ii o j i  j :  < j r ^  i > i i j  ^

And if you are in doubt concerning that which We 
have sent down to Our slave, then produce a chapter 
of the like thereof, and call your supporters and 

helpers besides Allah, if you are truthful.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:23]

Explanation
These verses explain the miracle of the Q ur'an which was sent down 
to them. They were the most eloquent of people with the best profi­
ciency in the Arabic language, and they were challenged to produce 
just one chapter similar to [the Qur'an], The shortest chapters in 
the Qur'an are Surah al-Asr, Surah al-Kawthar, and Surah al-Ikhlas. 
Despite this, they were not able to produce anything like it. Initially, 
this challenge was to produce something similar to the Qur'an, then 
it was lessened to producing ten chapters similar to it, and then the 
challenge was to produce only one chapter similar to it. And this 
remains an ongoing challenge. Allah has clarified to us that even if 
mankind and j i n n  cooperate in an attempt to produce something 
similar to the Qur'an, they will never be able to do so. Allah the 
Exalted said:

l i i  J i *  $  J
/ O ' '

Sahih al-Bukhari 4477; Sahih Muslim 257
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Say: “If mankind dead jin n  were together to produce 
the like o f this Qur'an, they could not produce the 

like thereof, even if they helped one another.”
[Surah al-Isrd' 17:88]

The most eloquent and most proficient practitioners of the Arabic 
language affirmed the eloquence of the Qur'an. Jubayr bin M ut’im 
said:

earth? Nay, but they have no firm belief. Or are the treasures of your 
Lord with them? Or are they the tyrants with the authority to do as 
they like? Or have they a stairway (to heaven), by means o f which 
they listen? Then let their listener produce some manifest proof,”12 
my heart was about to take flight.13
And Jubayr said:

and that was the first time faith entered my heart.14

When I heard him recite: “Were they created by nothing, or were 
they themselves the creators? Or did they create the heavens and the

As for what is mentioned by an-Nazam the Mu’tazilite13 concerning

12 Surah at-Tur 52:35-38
13 Sunan Ibn Majah
14 Sahih al-Bukhdri 4023
15 Translator’s note: He is Abu Is haq Ibrahim bin Sayyar bin Hani an-Nazam the 
Mu’tazilite, born between the years 160 and 185 AH.
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his belief known as “s a r fa h which states that the Arabs previously 
had the ability to produce something similar to the Qur'an, but they 
lost this ability when the challenge was issued— this statement is false 
and incorrect. Because if they previously had the ability to do so, 
they would have been able to return to what they wrote down before 
the challenge rendered them incapable, from their eloquent speech 
which they used to compete with one another in the marketplace. 
They could have selected some of their speech to rival the Qur'an. 
But they did not do this because they did not have any speech to 
rival the Qur'an.
From the concise, eloquent speech of the Arabs is that which is 
mentioned in the science of balaghahxb:

Killing is the best preventive measure for killing.
There appears in the Noble Qur'an a verse which carries this 
meaning, and it is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

{  (_s» p & j  y
And there is for you in legal retribution [saving of]

life.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:178]

The sentence taken from the science of balaghah is not free of defects 
in the language and the meaning. As for the defect in the language, it 
is because it is comprised of three words yet it repeats the same word 
twice. As for the defect in the meaning, this is because all killing is 
not the best preventive measure for killing; rather, some killing is 
what causes killing and fighting. As for the verse mentioned in the 
Qur'an, it mentioned legal retribution. It prevents killing and saves 
life. This is because the person who knows he will be killed as retri­
bution for taking someone’s life will be prevented from killing, thus 
his life will be spared as well as the life of the other person.

16 Translator’s note: This is science o f the Arabic language, often referred to as rhetoric 
or eloquence.
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The one who attempts to produce anything similar to the Qur'an 
will return disappointed. His inability will be manifested, or he will 
produce something that will display his stupidity.
From the first benefits mentioned by ash-Shawkani in his expla­
nation of the beginning of Surah al-Ma’idah is his saying: “It (the 
Qur'an) contains eloquence which renders human ability incapa­
ble, in addition to its inclusion of several verdicts like fulfilling the 
trust; permitting camels, cattle, and sheep, with the exclusion of 
that which is not permissible; prohibiting hunting within the limits 
of the sanctuary, and allowing what is outside the sanctuary. It has 
been narrated concerning a discussion among some philosophers 
from Canada that a group of them said to one of them, ‘O wise one, 
work with us to produce our own Q ur'an.’ He replied, ‘Okay! I will 
work on my portion.’ He disappeared for a number of days and then 
he returned. He said, ‘By Allah, I am not able, and no one has the 
ability to do so! Verily, I opened the mus'haf and turned to Surah 
al-Ma'idah. W hat I opened in this chapter spoke of fulfilling the 
trust and the prohibition o f violating it; it allowed certain matters 
in general and then mentioned the exceptions, then it spoke o f His 
power and wisdom. All of this was contained in just two lines. No 
one is able to produce anything similar to this.’”

Verses 24-25

jllll \ I j liLaJ OU ^
IjiiT J L j  0  jo j i s d j  Q-llll

q * o l l f  jUf! O' o U JU a J '
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But if you do it not, and you can never do it, then
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fear the Fire whose fuel is men and stones, prepared 
for the disbelievers. And give glad tidings to those 
who believe and do righteous good deeds, that for 
them will be gardens under which rivers flow. Every 
time they will be provided with a fruit therefrom, 
they will say, “This is what we were provided with 
before,” and they will be given things in resem­
blance, and they shall have therein purified mates, 

and they will abide therein forever.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:24-25]

Explanation
In these two verses, Allah combined the promise and the threat, 
and hope and fear. In many verses in the Noble Qur'an, these are 
combined in two or more verses so that the Muslim can worship his 
Lord by combining fear and hope. The scholars have spoken about 
combining fear and hope by making a comparison to the two wings 
of a bird: if both wings are healthy, the bird will fly easily, but if one 
of the wings is defective, it will not be able to fly. From those verses 
which combine hope and fear is the statement of the Exalted:

J j j y>-u a  y

^ p \  i l f i j  ILiib \ / & j  ^  jJ lj
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And whoever follows My guidance, there shall be no 
fear on them, nor shall they grieve. But those who 
disbelieve and belie Our signs, such are the dwellers 

of the Fire; they shall abide therein forever.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:38-39]

And His statement:

0*3 0  ^  )
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Then whoever follows My guidance shall neither go 
astray, nor fall into distress and misery. But whoso­
ever turns away from My reminder, verily, for him is 
a life of hardship, and We shall raise him up blind 

on the Day of Resurrection.

And His statement:

Know that Allah is severe in punishment, and that

If they belie you (Muhammad), say you: “Your Lord 
is the owner o f vast mercy, and never will His wrath 
be turned back from the people who are criminals.”

And at the end of Surah al-An’am, He says:

Surely your Lord is swift in retribution, and certainly 
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

[Surah al-A n'am  6:165]

And His statement in Surah al-A’raf:

[Surah Td-Hd 20:123-124]

Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
[Surah al-M d'idah 5:98]

And His statement:

[Surah al-A n'am  6:147]
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Verily, your Lord is quick in retribution, and 
certainly He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

[Surah a l-A 'rd f  7:167]

And His statement:

ui y

[O Muhammad], inform My servants that truly, I 
am the Oft-Forgiving, the Most-Merciful. And that 

My torment is indeed the most painful torment.
[Surah al-H ijr  15:49-50]

And His statement:

 ̂ ® jl  ̂ <«^    > i -U-LdJ
But verily, your Lord is full o f forgiveness for 
mankind despite their wrongdoing. And verily, your 

Lord is (also) severe in punishment.
[Surah ar-Ra'd 13:6]

And His statement:

Nothing is said to you (O Muhammad) except what 
was said to the messengers before you. Verily, your 
Lord is the possessor of forgiveness, and (also) the 

possessor of painful punishment.
[Surah Fussilat 41:43]

And His statement:
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But in the Hereafter (there is) a severe torment, and 
(there is) forgiveness from Allah and (His) good 
pleasure, whereas the life o f this world is only a 

deceiving enjoyment.
[Surah al-H adid  57:20]

And His statement:

< ® ^  j, oj} o  ^  ^  o;>
Verily, the pious will be in delight. And verily, the 

wicked will be in the blazing Fire.
[Surah al-Infitdr 82:13-14]

And His statement:

So whosoever does good equal to the weight o f an 
atom shall see it. And whosoever does evil equal to 

the weight of an atom shall see it.
[Surah az-Zalzalah 99:7-8]

And there are other verses like these as well. Ahlus-Sunnah apply 
the verses which mention the promise of forgiveness and those that 
mention the threat of punishment. Thus, they deem the person who 
commits major sins to be a believer with deficient faith— a believer 
by way of his faith and a sinner due to his major sin. They do not 
view him to have absolute complete faith, nor do they remove 
faith from him completely. This contrasts with the Murji’ah, those 
who apply the texts mentioning the promise of forgiveness while 
neglecting the texts that mention the punishment. Consequently, 
they consider the person who commits major sins to be a believer
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with complete faith. They say, “As long as faith is present, it will 
not be harmed by sins, just as obedience will not benefit as long 
as disbelief is present!” Ahlus-Sunnah are also in opposition to the 
Khawarij and Mu’tazilah, those who apply the texts mentioning the 
threat of punishment while neglecting the texts that mention the 
promise of forgiveness. Thus, they believe faith is removed from the 
person who commits major sins, and they say that he will remain in 
the Hellfire forever! The Murji’ah are negligent while the Khawarij 
and Mu’tazilah are extreme, while Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaah are 
balanced upon the middle course. They are safe from neglect and 
extremism. Al-Khattabl said, “Do not go exceed the bounds in 
any affair; both sides of the extreme are blameworthy.”

Verse 28

l^-U & y \  p ^ j  o y j k j  CJ& )
4 p  p

How can you disbelieve in Allah? Seeing that you 
were dead and He gave you life. Then He will give 
you death, then again will bring you to life, and then 

unto Him you will return.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:28]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah the Exalted mentions two deaths and two lives. 
The first death is when the person is in the womb as a drop of 
seminal fluid, then a blood clot, then a lump of flesh, before the 
soul is breathed into him. The first life is after the soul is breathed 
into him. The second death is when his soul is taken from his body 
when his lifespan expires. The second life is when the people are 
resurrected from their graves. These verses clarify the two lives and 
the two deaths. Allah the Exalted said:
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Xds'js\i \sz*\ \jjj I j l i  ^

{ s*r c? %&■ i)\'  jSThey will say, “Our Lord! You have made us to die 
twice, and You have given us life twice! Now we 
confess our sins, then is there any way to get out (of 

the Fire)?”
[Surah Ghafir 40:11 ]

These noble verses necessitate tawhid of divinity, which is to single 
out Allah with worship and abandon associating partners with Him, 
and that is by affirming tawhid of lordship. Allah is the Creator, the 
One who gives life and causes death.

Verse 33

( J t a i  i l l I f  J  u J i i  )
o iju iJi cz* J\ fid jit fjl 315 
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He said, “O Adam! Inform them of their names,” 
and when he had informed them of their names, 
He said, “Did I not tell you that I know the unseen 
in the heavens and the earth, and I know what you 

reveal and what you have been concealing?”
[Siirah al-Baqarah 2:33]

Explanation
These noble verses clarify the vastness of Allah’s knowledge. He 
knows the unseen matters of the heavens and the earth. He knows 
what His slaves conceal and what they reveal, and nothing is hidden 
from Him in the heaven or in the earth.
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Absolute knowledge of the unseen is something which is restricted 
to Allah the Exalted; thus, no one shares this quality with Him. 
Allah the Exalted said:

< lit i  c453t otjicui
Say: “None in the heavens and the earth knows the 

unseen except Allah.”
[Surah a n -N a m l 27:65]

And He said:

U j yt> y)l\ IflL y  ^  "y

^  Nl oU Jds
And with Him are the keys o f all that is hidden; none 
knows them but He. And He knows whatever there 
is in (or on) the earth and in the sea; not a leaf falls, 
but he knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness 
of the earth or anything fresh or dry, but is written 

in a clear record.
[Surah a l-A n'am  6:59]

And He said:

v] 0  \JSA ^  >
5 ^ -  Cr?j ^  cfi. Cfi d-ddJ ^  J jd - j  ^  (j p ajjl 

^  0  'Ad’j
(He alone) is the All-Knower o f the unseen, and He 
reveals to none His unseen. Except to a messenger 
(from mankind) whom He has chosen, and then He 
makes a band of watching guards (angels) to march 

before him and behind him.
[Surah al-Jinn 72:26-27]
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And He said about His messengers:

jUp X iSu ^  y t y  i i '  #  >

On the Day when Allah will gather the messengers 
together and say to them, “What was the response 
you received?” They will say, “We have no knowl­
edge; verily, only You are the All-Knower of all that 

is hidden.”
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:109]

He said about His prophet Ibrahim:

J*  l l ^   ̂ )

i. Xj ^j. c/t
“O our Lord! Certainly, You know what we conceal 
and what we reveal. Nothing on the earth or in the 

heaven is hidden from Allah.”
[Surah Ibrahim 14:38]

He informed us concerning His prophet Nuh:

“And I do not say to you that with me are the 
treasures o f Allah, nor that I know the unseen.”

[Surah H u d  11:31]

He commanded His prophet Muhammad 0  to tell his people that 
he did not know the unseen. Thus, he said:

c i i u i i  u  Xi t j*  X j v  j s  >
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Say (O Muhammad): “I possess no power o f benefit 
or hurt to myself except as Allah wills. If I had the 
knowledge of the unseen, I should have secured for 
myself an abundance o f wealth, and no evil should 

have touched me.”
[Surah a l-A 'rd f  7:188]

Allah explained that the information found in the Qur'an concern­
ing the previous nations was not obtained by the Prophet 0  because 
he witnessed it— rather it was only given to him by revelation from 
Allah the Exalted. After mentioning the story of Nuh in Surah Hud, 
He said:

This is o f the news o f the unseen which We reveal 
unto you (O Muhammad); neither you nor your 
people knew them before this. So be patient. Surely, 

the (good) end is for the pious.
[Surah H u d  11:49]

At the end of the story of Yusuf, He said:

This is of the news of the unseen which We reveal 
by inspiration to you (O Muhammad). You were not 
(present) with them when they arranged their plan 

together, and (also while) they were plotting.
[Surah Y u s u f  12:102]

This means you were not with the brothers of Yusuf as they spoke 
among themselves about killing him or tossing him into the well; 
rather, you received this information from Allah the Exalted. This is 
similar to what Allah said concerning Maryam:
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This is a part o f the news o f the unseen which We 
inspire you with (O Muhammad). You were not with 
them when they cast lots with their pens as to which 
of them should be charged with the care o f Maryam, 

nor were you with them when they disputed.
[Surah A l i  'Imran 3:44]

And He said about Musa:

And you (O Muhammad) were not on the western 
side (of the Mount), when We made clear to Musa 
the commandment, and you were not among those 
present. But We created generations, and long 
were the ages that passed over them. And you (O 
Muhammad) were not a dweller among the people 
of Madyan, reciting Our verses to them. But it is 
We Who kept sending (messengers). And you (O 
Muhammad) were not at the side of the Tur (Mount) 
when We did call. But (you are sent) as a mercy from 
your Lord, to give warning to a people to whom no 
wamer had come before you, in order that they may 

remember or receive admonition.
[Surah al-Qasas 28:44-46]
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This means he did not witness the events of the past; rather, he 
was only informed about them through revelation from Allah 
the Exalted, so it was as though he witnessed it with his eyes. The 
Prophet said:

A  U  D A * lA A  A '
CSjIjil J  lit

As it relates to Musa, he is a man with a brown complexion and 
curly hair, riding a red camel reined with a strong rope. It is as if I 
am looking towards him as he is going down in the valley saying, “I 
am at Your service, my Lord.”17
And he said:
a ^ I j  Z ± r  p  Aib ( J p  j l

. U li i  l jU  Ali>-

It is as though I am looking at Yunus, on a red she-camel, wearing 
a woolen cloak and holding the reins of his she-camel, woven from 
palm libers, passing through this valley, reciting, “I am at Your 
service, my Lord.”18
Allah revealed many matters of the unseen to His Prophet 0 ,  but 
He did not reveal all of the unseen to him, because no one knows all 
the affairs of the unseen except Allah.
The Prophet 0  did not know the location of the necklace that 
A'ishah lost.

^  * *
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17 Sahih al-Bukhdri 5913
18 Sahih Muslim 420
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It was narrated that ‘A'ishah borrowed a necklace from Asma' and 
lost it. The Messenger o f Allah Ht sent a man (to look for it) and 
he found it; then the time for prayer came, but they did not have 
any water, so they prayed and then complained about that to the 
Messenger o f Allah 0 .  Then Allah revealed the verse o f tayammum. 
Usayd bin Hudayr said to ‘A'ishah, “May Allah reward you with 
good, for by Allah, there has never happened to you anything that 
you dislike except that Allah brought something good for you and 
for the Muslims through it.”19
If the Messenger of Allah i§S had known the unseen, he would have 
told them in the beginning that the necklace was under the camel, 
and he would not have sent them to search for it. The Prophet •§! 
said:

C4Jy O j A^s>-\ J p > o  AJ
0

You people present your cases to me, and some of you may be more 
eloquent and persuasive in presenting their argument. So, if  I give 
someone’s right to another (wrongly) because of the latter’s presen­
tation o f the case, I am only giving him a piece of Fire; so he should 
not take it.20
If he had known the unseen, he would have known which of the two 
disputants was speaking the truth and which was speaking falsely.
A young girl was beating the duff and singing, until she said:

• i*  ls? ^  ts?
And there is among us a prophet who knows what will occur tomor­
row.
19 Sahih al-Bukhdri 329; Sahih Muslim  367
:o Sahih al-Bukhdri 2680

j l l l l  q a  a]  U j l i
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The Prophet responded by saying:

lS ^
Stop saying that, and say what you were saying before.21

It has been affirmed that the Prophet Ife did not know what was 
going to happen to some of his Companions after him. He said:

Some of my Companions will come to me at my pond, and after I 
recognize them, they will then be taken away from me, whereupon I 
will say, “My companions!” Then it will be said, “You do not know 
what they innovated after you.”22
The “Companions” intended in this hadith are those who apostated 
after the death of the Prophet M  and were thus killed at the hand of 
the army led by Abu Bakr as-Siddlq iH. This was the war against the 
apostates.
As for the statement of al-Busayrl23 in the poem Al-Burdah1A: “This 
world and the Hereafter are part of what you (Prophet Muhammad) 
control, and part of your knowledge is the knowledge of the 
Preserved Tablet and the Pen.” This is exaggeration that Allah and 
His Messenger are not pleased with. This type of statement is only 
said about Allah. Allah is the only one who controls this world and

21 Sahih al-Bukhari 5147
22 Sahih al-Bukhari 6582
23 Translator’s note: He is Muhammad bin Said bin Hammad as-Sunhajl, born in 608 
AH.
24 Translators note: This is a famous poem excessively praising the Prophet Shaykh 
Ibn Baz said, “He (al-Busayri) described the Prophet 5S as having knowledge o f the un­
seen, part o f which is knowledge o f what is in the Preserved Tablet and the Pen. This is 
blatant kufr and ultimate exaggeration; we ask Allah to keep us safe and sound. If he died 
believing that and did not repent, then he died in the worst kind o f kufr and misguid­
ance.” (Fatawd ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz, 6/370-371)
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the Hereafter, and from His knowledge is the knowledge of the 
Preserved Tablet and the Pen. The texts which have been presented 
clearly prove that man does not know the unseen.
As for the angels, Allah negates knowledge of the unseen for them in 
His statement:

jj\ U V\ UJ (Up y dJjUIi \j\3 >

They (angels) said, “Glory be to You, we have no 
knowledge except what you have taught us. Verily, it 

is You, the All-Knower, the All-Wise.”
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:32]

As for the jinn, Allah negates knowledge of the unseen for them in 
His statement:

1*13 X y \p . J4J3 U o j j l  aIIp Uldai liii )  
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Then when We decreed death for him (Sulayman), 
nothing informed them (jinn) of his death except a 
little worm of the earth, which kept (slowly) gnawing 
away at his stick, so when he fell down, the jin n  
saw clearly that if they had known the unseen, they 
would not have stayed in the humiliating torment.

[Surah Saha' 34:14]

And He said about them:

p a  r ' ls? ^  y
< t e ;  &

And we know not whether evil is intended for those 
on earth, or whether their Lord intends for them a
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Right Path.
[Surah al-Jinn 72:10]

Verse 47

•̂SSi J A i f  J\ jCJi \jfi\ ^ t  >
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O Children of Israel! Remember My favor which I 
bestowed upon you, and that I preferred you over 

the nations.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:47]

Explanation
The intent of “the nations whom the Children of Israel were favored 
over” are those during their era. The best nation of all is the nation 
of Muhammad iS. Allah the Exalted said:

0 j| y
'Jz>- ^

You are the best of people ever raised up for 
mankind; you enjoin the good and forbid the evil, 

and you believe in Allah.
[Surah A l i  'Imran 3:110]

And He said:

Ijj 1,1a dJJdS""j
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Thus, We have made you a middle (balanced) 
nation, that you be witnesses over mankind and the
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Messenger (Muhammad) be a witness over you.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:143]

The best of this ummah are the Companions of the Messenger of 
Allah §?.
The Companions and the Children of Israel were both tested with 
what they feared and what they desired. The Companions were 
patient while the Children of Israel were not patient.
Our shaykh, Shaykh Muhammad al-Amin ash-Shinqiti said:
That which proves the virtue of the ummah of Muhammad I I  over 
the Children of Israel is the test that exposed their virtue. This 
test was based upon what they feared and what they desired. The 
Companions were tested with what they feared and tempted by 
what they love, and the Children of Israel were tested with what 
they feared and tempted by what they love.
As for the fear that Allah tested the Companions of Muhammad H  
with, it was when they fought the Battle of Badr. Abu Sufyan was 
the leader o f a large pagan caravan carrying goods that the Quraysh 
had stolen from the Muslims when they migrated to Madlnah. The 
Prophet H  sent an army to intercept the caravan, but the caravan 
had already passed Madlnah. Abu Sufyan learned of the Muslims’ 
plan and sent an army to meet them in retaliation. The Prophet 
H  informed his Companions about the army that was coming to 
attack them, and he desired that the Muslim army leave Madlnah to 
confront the pagan army.
Al-Miqdad said, “I swear by Allah, if you were to take us to Bark 
al-Ghimad we will surely fight those who are there alongside you. If 
you order us to plunge our horses into the sea, we would do so. We 
will not say to you as the people of Musa said to Musa: ‘So go, you 
and your Lord, and fight you two.’ But we shall fight on your right 
and on your left, and in front of you and behind you.”25
When the Prophet H  repeated his statement, Sa’d bin Mu’adh said,
25 Sahih al-Bukhdri 3952
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“It is as though you would like for us, the Ansar, to say something.”
This was because when the Ansar gave the pledge at al-A.qabah, they 
pledged to protect everything inside the city of Madlnah, and not 
what was outside of Madlnah. So the Prophet tH informed them 
that he did intend them by his statement.
Sa’d responded by saying, “I swear by Allah, we are surely a people 
who are patient in warfare, and truthful when encountering the 
enemy! I swear by Allah, we do not dislike facing your enemies 
with you, and you will surely see from us that which will make you 
happy.”
This is in contrast to the Children of Israel when they were tested 
with fear. Allah mentions how they responded in Surah al-Ma'idah.

b^Li-jj *-)l ^ Î JlS ^

They said, “O Musa! In it (this holy land) are a 
people of great strength, and we shall never enter it 
till they leave it; when they leave, then we will enter.”

[Surah al-M a'idah 5:22]

And they said to Musa

l̂ ilS 15 ill J  bl 1 b' ijli )
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They said, “O Musa! We shall never enter it as long 
as they are there. So go you and your Lord and fight 

you two; we are sitting right here.”
[Surah al-M a'idah 5:24]

As for the test of desire, the Children of Israel were tested with 
fishing:



Surah  al-Baqarah: Verse 47
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And ask them (O Muhammad) about the town that 
was by the sea, when they transgressed in the matter 
of the Sabbath (Saturday); when their fish came to 
them openly on the Sabbath day, and did not come 
to them on the day they had no Sabbath. Thus, We 

made a trial of them, for they used to rebel.
[Surah a l-A 'ra f  7:163]

Their greed and desire to eat the fish provoked them until they trans­
gressed the bounds. Thus, Allah transformed them into monkeys.
As for the Companions of the Prophet ife, Allah tested them with 
desire during the ‘umrah of Hudaybiyyah. They were prohibited 
from hunting while in a state of ihram. All the animals that they 
would hunt, and the birds big and small, came out in flocks like
never before, even entering their dwellings. And not one man from
among them transgressed the bounds, and none of them hunted 
while in a state of ihram.
Allah the Exalted said:

i i l  f io j f e i  \ y $  1^5 & >
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O you who believe! Allah will certainly make a trial 
of you with something in (the matter of) the game 
(hunted animals) that is well within reach of your 
hands and your lances, that Allah may test who fears 

Him unseen.
[Surah al-M d'idah  5:94]

Thus, not one man from the Companions hunted. In these two tests 
of desire to hunt, the Children of Israel transgressed the bounds and
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were thus transformed into monkeys, while the Companions feared 
Allah. Likewise, in the test of fearing the enemy, the Companions 
were steadfast and patient while the Children of Israel were cowardly. 
This proves that the Companions are better than the Children of 
Israel. And there is no difference of opinion concerning this. This 
clarifies to us that the statement “I preferred you over the nations” 
refers to the nations of their era.26
[End ofShaykh ash-Shinqiti’s speech]

Verse 61

And they were covered with humiliation and misery, 
and they drew on themselves the wrath o f Allah.
That was because they used to disbelieve the signs 
of Allah and they killed the prophets unjustly. That 
was because they disobeyed and used to transgress 

the bounds.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:61]

Explanation
His statement “killed the prophets unjustly”— the phrase “unjustly” 
is known as an “indispensable description.”27 This is a description 
which makes the matter completely clear, and it does not have a 
connotation or assumption. Thus, this verse shows that the killing of

26 Tafiir ash-Shinqiti 1/57-60
27 Translator’s note: Shaykh ‘Uthaymln said, “The ‘indispensable description’ (Ta.,-,11

is the description which is binding (£jV) and it is not possible that the matter 
could be any other way.” (Explanation o f  the 'Aqidah o f  Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaah)
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a prophet has no justification at all; meaning, killing a prophet will 
always be unjust. And it is never understood that killing a prophet

Verily! Those who disbelieve in the signs o f Allah and 
kill the prophets unjustly, and kill those men who

Indignity is put over them wherever they may be, 
except when under a covenant (of protection) from 
Allah, and from men; they have drawn on themselves 
the wrath o f Allah, and destruction is put over them. 
This is because they disbelieved in the signs o f Allah

Because o f their breaking the covenant, and their

is ever justified. This verse is similar to another verse in which Allah 
the Exalted says:

order just dealings— announce to them a painful 
torment.

and killed the prophets unjusdy.
[Surah A l i  'Imran 3:112]

And His statement:



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N ! TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

rejecting the signs of Allah, and their killing the 
prophets unjustly...

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:155]

Another verse that contains an indispensable description is the state­
ment of Allah:

ajj -Up  4j LLw>-
And whoever invokes besides Allah another deity for 
which he has no proof, then his account is only with 

his Lord.
[Surah a l -M u 'm in u n  23:117]

This means that it is from the very essence of the person who calls 
upon other than Allah that he will never have any proof or justi­
fication for doing so. And there is no undertone, connotation, or 
suggestion that calling upon other than Allah is allowable if the 
person has proof, because there will never be proof for calling upon 
other than Allah.
Allah said:

Verily, We did send down the Torah to Musa; therein 
was guidance and light by which the prophets, who 

submitted themselves to Allah’s will...
[Surah al-M d'idah 5:44]

This means that the prophets submitted in compliance to Allah the 
Exalted, as Allah said about Ibrahim

When his Lord said to him, “Submit,” he said, “I
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have submitted myself to the Lord of all that exists.”
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:131]

And His statement concerning Ibrahim and Ismail:

“Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You, and 
of our offspring a nation submissive unto You, and 
show us our rites, and accept our repentance. Truly, 
You are the One Who accepts repentance, the Most 

Merciful.”
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:128]

And His statement:

Or were you witnesses when death approached 
Ya’qub? When he said to his sons, “What will you 
worship after me?” They said, “We shall worship 
your God, the God of your fathers— Ibrahim,
Isma’ll, Is haq—One God, and to Him we submit.”

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:133]

There are two types of descriptions: the indispensable description 
and the specific description. The verses that are examples of the 
indispensable description have been previously mentioned. As for 
the specific description, it is a description that has a connotation or 
undertone.
An example is the statement of Allah the Exalted:
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It is not for a believer to kill a believer except (that 
it be) by mistake, and whosoever kills a believer by 

mistake, he must set free a believing slave.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:92]

The description “believing slave” carries the inference that freeing a 
non-Muslim slave will not be atonement for this sin.
The indispensable description and the specific description are 
combined in the statement of Allah the Exalted:

Your stepdaughters under your guardianship, born 
of your wives with whom you have been intimate.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:23]

The connotation can be found in His statement “with whom you 
have been intimate.” Thus, the daughters o f the wife who is divorced 
before the husband has been intimate with her are not prohibited 
for him. This is explained in the following sentence:

But there is no sin on you if you have not been 
intimate with them.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:23]

His statement “your stepdaughters under your guardianship” is the 
indispensable description which has no undertone or connotation. 
This is because it is prohibited for the man to marry his stepdaugh­
ter whether she is under his guardianship or not. This is proven by 
what the Prophet H? said to his wife:
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So do not give me the proposal o f marriage of your daughters and 
sisters.28
His statement “your daughters” means all the daughters of the 
wife— this includes her daughters, the daughters of her sons, and the 
daughters of her daughters.

Verse 104

b>i! Upf, \)jj6  V IjiiT ^ jjl \$  u )

O you who believe! Say not (to the Messenger), 
“Rd’in d ” (in Arabic, it means: “Be careful; listen 
to us, and we listen to you,” but in Hebrew it is an 
insult) but say, “ U nzum d  (make us understand) and 

hear.”
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:104]

Explanation
This is the first verse in the Q ur'an in which Allah the Exalted begins 
with a call to the believers. There are close to 90 verses that begin 
with a call to the believers. The last of these verses is the statement of 
Allah in Surah at-Tahrlm:

O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repen­
tance!

[Surah at-Tahrlm  66:8]

From Surah al-Hadid to Surah at-Tahrlm, there are verses that 
begin with a call to the believers, except for Surah at-Talaq. And this

28 Sahih Muslim 1449
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chapter contains a call to the believers in the verse:

<
So fear Allah and keep your duty to Him, O men of 
understanding who have believed! Allah has indeed 

sent down to you a reminder.
[Surah at-Talaq 65:10]

Ibn Kathlr mentions a narration from Ibn Mas’ud iii concerning 
the verses that begin with a call to the believers. He said, “When you 
hear Allah saying, ‘O you who believe,’ listen attentively, because it 
is either some good you are being commanded with or some evil you 
are being prohibited from.”
And Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir o f this verse:
Allah the Exalted prohibits the believers from imitating the disbe­
lievers in their statements and actions; this is because the Jews would 
use metaphor in their speech with the intent of an insult. Upon 
them is the curse of Allah. If they want to say, “Listen to us,” they 
instead say, “Heed us,” using a play on words which carries a derisive 
connotation. As Allah the Exalted said:

^  ‘ill
Among those who are Jews, there are some who 
displace words from (their) right places and say, “We 
hear your word (O Muhammad) and disobey,” and, 
“Hear and let you (O Muhammad) hear nothing.” 
And “R d’ina” with a twist o f their tongues and as
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a mockery of the religion. And if only they had 
said, “We hear and obey,” and, “Do make us under­
stand,” it would have been better for them, and 
more proper; but Allah has cursed them for their 

disbelief, so they believe not except a few.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:46]

Likewise, when they would give the greeting, they would say “May 
death be upon you.” For this reason, we have been commanded to 
respond to them by saying, “And upon you.” And our supplication 
is answered while their supplication is not answered.
The intent is that Allah the Exalted has prohibited the believers from 
imitating the disbelievers in statement and action. He said, “O you 
who believe! Say not, ‘Rd’ind,’ but say, ‘Unzurnd (make us under­
stand) and hear.’ ”
[End o f Ibn Kathir’s speech]
A double entendre or deliberate ambiguity is when the speaker 
intends a particular meaning knowing that the listener will under­
stand something else. It is permissible to utilize this when there is 
a need to do so, and if rights will not be violated in doing so and 
no one will be harmed. ‘Umar bin al-Khattab M  said, “Is there not 
in ambiguity that which will suffice the Muslim from needing to 
lie?”29 And ‘Imran bin Husayn said, “Verily, ambiguity in speech is 
an alternative for lying.”
Anas bin Malik said:

Adab al-Mufrad 884
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The Messenger o f Allah % approached Madinah with Abu Bakr, 
riding behind him. Abu Bakr was an elderly man known to the 
people, while the Messenger of Allah % was an unknown youth. 
Thus, if a man met Abu Bakr, he would say, “O Abu Bakr! Who is 
this man in front of you?” Abu Bakr would say, “This man shows me 
the way.” One would think that Abu Bakr meant the road, while in 
fact, Abu Bakr meant the way o f virtue and good.30

Verse 120

Never will the Jews nor the Christians be pleased 
with you (O Muhammad) till you follow their 
religion. Say: “Verily, the guidance o f Allah— that 
is the (only) guidance. And if you (O Muhammad) 
were to follow their desires after what you have 
received of Knowledge, then you would have against 

Allah neither any protector nor any helper.
[Surali  al-Baqarah 2:120]

Explanation
These verses contain clear proof that the disbelievers from the Jews 
and Christians will not be satisfied or pleased with the Muslims until 
they renounce the truth and guidance which they are upon. Thus, 
we see some Muslims during this era displaying Islam in a manner 
that will impress the disbelievers. One method of doing this is for 
them to say that jihad is only for defensive purposes and there is

,0 Sahih al-Bukhdrt 3 9 11
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no offensive jihad, even though that which proves defensive jihad is 
clearly present in the text of the Book and the Sunnah, like the Battle 
of Uhud, and that which proves offensive jihad. The offensive jihad 
is when the Muslim ruler orders the army to enter the non-Muslim 
lands to invite them to Islam or to invite them to live under Muslim 
rule and pay the tax of protection. This is so the non-Muslims can 
witness firsthand the justice of Islam and the good it brings, so this 
will be a reason for them desiring to enter Islam. So how can there 
only be defensive jihad  when during the time of the Prophet ill—  
and after him— the Muslim armies entered the non-Muslim lands, 
reaching as far as India, Sindh, East China, and the Atlantic Ocean?!
So although some Muslims make this false claim, it is not enough 
to make the disbelievers pleased with them; rather, they will not be 
pleased with them until they do what Allah mentioned in this verse, 
which is to follow their religion, transverse upon their methodol­
ogy, and follow their democracy which they believe is based upon 
freedom of religion and freedom of opinion— following their ways 
in mockery of the noble messengers (peace be upon them), especially 
the best of them, our Prophet Muhammad Us.

So, ‘Umar sent us (to Khosrow) appointing Nu’man bin Muqarrin
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as our commander. When we reached the land of the enemy, the 
representative o f Khosrow came out with forty thousand warriors, 
and an interpreter got up saying, “Let one o f you talk to me!” 
Al-Mughirah replied, “Ask whatever you wish.” The other asked, 
“Who are you?” Al-Mughirah replied, “We are some people from 
the Arabs; we used to live a hard, miserable, disastrous life. We used 
to suck animal skins and date stones due to hunger. We used to wear 
clothes made of camel fur and goat hair, and we used to worship 
trees and stones. While we were in this state, the Lord of the heavens 
and the earth—elevated is His remembrance and majestic is His 
highness—sent to us from among ourselves a prophet whose father 
and mother are known to us. Our Prophet, the Messenger o f our 
Lord, has ordered us to fight you until you worship Allah alone or 
gix ejizya h  (protection tax); and our Prophet has informed us that 
our Lord says: ‘Whoever amongst us is killed shall go to Paradise to 
lead such a luxurious life as he has never seen, and whoever amongst 
us remains alive shall become your master.’”31

Verse 133

Or were you witnesses when death approached 
Ya’qub? When he said to his sons, “What will you 
worship after me?” They said, “We shall worship 
your God, the God of your fathers— Ibrahim, 
Isma’il, Is'haq—One God, and to Him we submit.”

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:133]

Sahih al-Bukhdri 3 159 , 3160
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Explanation
Allah the Exalted mentioned Ismail among the fathers of Ya’qub, 
even though he was his uncle. Ibn Kathir said, “This is from the 
standpoint of giving preference32 to one wording over another if 
their meanings are connected, because Ismail was his uncle. It was 
narrated by al-Qurtubl that an-Nahas said, ‘The Arabs call the uncle 
“father.” ’”
This is similar to the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

< 0  u -sB  0  ^  )
So the angels prostrated, all of them together, except

Iblis.
[Surah a l-H ijr  15:30-31]

Iblis was given the same command that was given to the angels. They 
were commanded to prostrate to Adam. And Iblis was blameworthy 
for disobeying the command. This is because he used to resemble 
them, so he was dealt with as they were dealt with and given the 
same command. The difference is that Iblis was from the jinn. He 
was created from fire while the angels were created from light.
The Prophet Ht said to ‘Umar:

<?ol jU- ol U1
Did you not know that the uncle of a person is the replica o f his 
father?33

32 Translator’s note: In the Arabic language, this is called at-taghlib (,’nU'ill); this is to use 
one word over another if their meanings are connected, and the meaning o f the chosen 
word would be understood as referring to both. For example: saying “parents” ( 
which has the form o f the dual from father, but it refers to both the father and mother.
33 Sunan Abi Dawud  1623
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Verse 137
Of'' £ x o o j, \
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So if they believe like that which you believe, then 
they are rightly guided, but if they turn away, then 
they are only in opposition. So Allah will suffice 
you against them. And He is the All-Hearer, the 

All-Knower.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:137]

Explanation
He said, “So if they believe like that which you believe.” To be “like” 
something means to be the same, with the same reality. Thus, this 
statement means: If they believe exactly like you believe, then they 
are rightly guided. Allah the Exalted said:

There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Surah ash-Shura 42:11]

This means there is absolutely nothing similar to Allah. And Allah 
said:

J-kAlU liift j l j  0  IJufc Oj y
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Truly, this is the supreme success! For the like o f this 
let the workers work.

[Surah as-Saffat 37:60-61]

The phrase “for the like of this” means “for this.”
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Allah said:
o
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Then let them produce a recital like it (the Qur'an), 

if they should be truthful.
[Surah at-T iir  52:34]

This means: let them produce a recital equal to it in its flawless liter­
ary Arabic and eloquence. And they have no ability to do so.

Verse 143

< I p  d i L '  J>a 2 y S )\
And We made the qiblah  which you used to face, so 
We may know those who followed the Messenger 
(Muhammad) from those who would turn on their

heels.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:143]

Explanation
The knowledge of Allah encompasses everything. There is nothing 
hidden from Him in the earth nor in the heavens. He does not 
receive new information about a matter o f which He did not already 
have eternal knowledge. Allah the Exalted said:

{
Your God is only Allah, the One. None has the right 
to be worshiped but He. He has full knowledge of
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all things.
[Surah Td-Hd 20:98]

And He said:
^, £ *j i  a n  o ij *j.$ u j i  01 i> u« j

< d p  %-j. J k i  i u - i
That you may know that Allah has power over all 
things, and that Allah surrounds (comprehends) all 

things in (His) knowledge.
[Surah at-Taldq 65:12]

And He said:

^  t lP ' }
He created all things and He is the All-Knower of 

everything.
[Surah al-A n'dm  6:101]

As for this verse: “And We made the qiblah which you used to 
face, so We may make known those who followed the Messenger 
(Muhammad) from those who would turn on their heels,” and verses 
similar to it, like the statement of Allah:

And what struck you on the day the two armies met 
was by permission of Allah, that He might make 

evident the [true] believers.
[Surah Ali 'Imran 3:166]

These verses do not mean that Allah will acquire some information 
that was not already from His eternal knowledge. The intent is only 
to make it known to the people, and as a result, based upon this, 
they will receive reward or punishment.
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Our shaykh, Shaykh Muhammad al-Amin ash-Shinqiti mi!&, said:
The ignorant person may surmise that Allah the Exalted benefits 
from information and thus gains knowledge which He did not 
previously have. But Allah is far above such a thought; rather, Allah 
has complete knowledge of all things before they occur. Allah clari­
fied that He is in no need of information to inform Him of anything 
in His statement:

So that Allah might test what is in your breasts, and 
examine that which was in your hearts, and Allah is 

All-Knower o f what is in the breasts.
[Surah A l i  'Imran 3:154]

His statement “and Allah is All-Knower of what is in the breasts” 
after His statement “So that Allah might test what is in your breasts” 
is clear-cut proof that there is no new information that He gains that 
was not already in His eternal knowledge. Allah is far above such 
a thought. This is because the One who is the All-Knower of what 
is in the hearts has no need for information. This verse explains all 
the verses wherein Allah mentions testing His creation. Thus, His 
statement “so We may know” means to manifest knowledge which 
will result in a reward or a punishment, and this does not negate the 
fact that He already had full knowledge of it before it occurred. The 
benefit of the test is to make it manifest to the people. As for the 
One who knows the secrets and the private meetings— He has full, 
complete knowledge o f everything that will occur, and nothing is 
hidden from Him.34
[End o f Shaykh ash-Shinqiti’s speech]

34 A dw a ' al-Bayan 1 /103
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Verse 177

It is not righteousness that you turn your faces 
towards east and (or) west (in prayers); but righteous­
ness is (the quality of) the one who believes in Allah, 
the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the proph­

ets.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:177]

Explanation
This verse is proof for five of the six pillars of faith, which are: belief 
in Allah, His angels, His Books, His messengers, and the Last Day. 
And proof for all six pillars of faith can be found in the hadith of 
Jibrll when he asked the Prophet ffe about faith. He said, “It is to 
believe in Allah, His angels, His Books, His Messenger, and the Last 
Day, and to believe in divine decree— the good of it and the bad of 
it.”35 This is the first hadith in “The Book of Faith.”
These five pillars of faith are also mentioned in the statement of 
Allah the Exalted:

The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what has 
been sent down to him from his Lord, and (so do) 
the believers. Each one believes in Allah, His angels,

"  Sahih Muslim 93
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His Books, and His messengers. They say, “We make 
no distinction between one another o f His messen­
gers,” and they say, “We hear and we obey. (We seek)
Your forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the return.”

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:285]

His statement “and to You is the return” alludes to belief in the Last 
Day.
Belief in these five pillars is also mentioned in the statement of the 
Exalted:

j j  c ? i }
^  IJu*j Juii

And whosoever disbelieves in Allah, His angels,
His Books, His messengers, and the Last Day, then 

indeed he has strayed far away.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:136]

The Book and the Sunnah often combine belief in Allah and belief 
in the Last Day, like in the statement of Allah:

(And) if  you differ in anything amongst yourselves, 
refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if you believe in 

Allah and the Last Day.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:59]

The Prophet said:

015" j i j  ij\Sr aI'I  ̂ OlS' ^
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He who believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him not harm is 
neighbor; and he who believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him 
honor his guest; and he who believes in Allah and the Last Day, let 
him speak good or remain silent.36
The reason for combining these two is that belief in Allah is the 
principle foundation upon which the other pillars are built, and 
everything that we must believe in is built upon this principle. Thus, 
mentioning belief in the Day of Judgment with it is to bring atten­
tion to the recompense and reward for our actions. If our actions are 
good, the reward shall be good; if our actions are evil, the recom­
pense shall be evil. Thus, the Muslim performs good deeds found 
within the texts, hoping for reward, and he stays far away from sins 
and prohibitions, fearing the punishment.

Verse 230

ajlp [>• >- Jjij y  <d s IgjSllj J l i  ^
j \  &  oj U f j  

^  a_UI i j jJ -  dJlijj aJJI SyJui-
And if he has divorced her (the third time), then 
she is not lawful unto him thereafter until she 
has married another husband. Then, if the other 
husband divorces her, it is no sin on either o f them 
that they reunite, provided they feel that they can 
keep the limits ordained by Allah. These are the 
limits of Allah, which He makes plain for the people 

who have knowledge.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:230]

36 Sahih Muslim 47
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Explanation
If the husband divorces his wife with an irrevocable divorce, she is 
not permissible for him until another man marries her while desir­
ing to keep her as his wife, but then the second husband divorces 
her after intimacy. The statement “until she has married another 
husband” means that she is intimate with another husband. This is 
proven by the hadith o f A'ishah:

3 $  cl*  01 3 3  I4&  p  y r j  ih c  y r j  &  
y  4 ^  i l l  J U  i l l  'Jj Z '  J i i i  01 ' j f j  1

.^ J ji l  313  U 1 * 1 ^  y  ^
A man divorced his wife three times, then another man married her 
and divorced her before consummating the marriage with her. Her 
first husband wanted to remarry her, and the Prophet ill was asked 
about that. He said, “No, not until the second husband tastes o f her 
sweetness what the first one tasted.”37
The word nikdh (marriage) carries the meaning of intimacy, 
and it also carries the meaning of the marriage contract. It’s said, 
“So-and-so married the daughter o f so-and-so,” meaning they 
performed the marriage contract. It is also said, “So-and-so married 
his wife,” meaning he was intimate with her. Most of the time that 
the word nikdh (marriage) is mentioned in the Qur'an, it carries the 
meaning of the marriage contract. Like in the statement of Allah the 
Exalted:

p  o H - j J l  131 l y T  y i J l  1 * 5  b  >

^  O' J P  y
O you who believe! When you marry believing 
women and then divorce them before you have 

sexual intercourse with them...
[Surah al-A hzdb  33:49]

Sahih Muslim 1433
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Verse 238

aJJ I o l j L / g i l  I ^

i.
Guard stricdy the prayers, especially the middle best 

prayer. And stand before Allah with devotion.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:238]

Explanation
These noble verses contain the command to preserve the five daily 
prayers. Emphasis is placed on the middle prayer by mentioning it 
separately even though it is one of the five daily prayers. This is to 
draw special attention to it. Allah mentioned some attributes of the 
believers and completed this with His statement:

And those who strictly guard their prayers.
[Surah a l -M u 'm in u n  23:9]

And He said in Surah al-Ma’arij:

And those who carefully maintain their prayer.
[Surah al-M a'arij  70:34]

The scholars differ concerning which prayer is the middle prayer. 
The most correct statement is that the middle prayer is Asr prayer. 
This is proven by the hadlth of All All said:

l j a J l p  aISI 5 ^  J  j  c)^
jjj . 1j\j *&*
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. {.lUdlj ^jtS*Jl
The Messenger of Allah 0  said on the day (of the Battle) of Ahzab, 
“They diverted us from saying the middle prayer, ‘Asr prayer. May 
Allah fill their houses and graves with fire.” He then observed this 
prayer between the two evening prayers, Maghrib and Tsha'.38
Ibn Mas’ud OUjk. said:

j *aiJl 5 j^P U p  U l U l 3j-dj
jJl-j U p  U l J U  U l 3U i o j i U l  J  ^ l i \  o j U - l
. \j\j pJtijjZij j»_£il^U U l *%» ^a*Jl a*>U> j]\ a*)LUl ^̂ P bjlU*

.IjU ^ j j Z j  ° ^ i\y r \  i l l  J li jl
The polytheists detained the Messenger of Allah §£ from observing 
the ‘Asr prayer till the sun became red or it became yellow. Upon 
this, the Messenger of Allah said, “They have diverted us from 
(offering) the middle prayer, the ‘Asr prayer. May Allah fill their 
bellies and their graves with fire,” or he said, “May Allah stuff their 
bellies and their graves with fire.”39
Al-Qurtubl said in his tafsir of this verse: “The middle of something 
is the best and most balanced part of it. For this reason, Allah the 
Exalted said:

^ ip  f-l-L^i l^jj5U Ul ^S'\Aju>- jdJdSj}
^  jUjU- Jj-djJl 'j*llll

Thus, We have made you a middle (balanced) 
nation, that you be witnesses over mankind and the 

Messenger (Muhammad) be a witness over you.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:143]

“The command to guard the ‘Asr prayer specifically, after the

38 Sahih Muslim  627
39 Sahih Muslim  628
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command to guard the prayers in general, is proof of its great status.” 
This is also proven by the statement of the Prophet

. aXa! ll 9*̂ wS> Ajjjjj i_£-Ul
The one who misses the ‘Asr prayer, it is as though he has been 
cheated out of his family and his wealth.40
And the Messenger of Allah %  said:

. <d-Lp -Las i l iy  ^
Whoever abandons the ‘Asr prayer, his deeds are null and void.41

The ‘Asr prayer is also mentioned alongside Fajr prayer. The Prophet 
%> said:

j j &\
Angels come to you in succession, night and day, and they meet at 
Fajr prayer and ‘Asr prayer.42
And he said:

j l i  AiiJj ^s Oj^ldaJ ^ aJI Ijjs O jy l-«if
^ ju  . I ^ J >  3 3 3  ^ - i l i i  f- >  3 3  p u  J r  3 3 ^  01 k U r t  ^   ̂ " - 0 0 
3 ^J «-iJl j b  b-hj 'A (td ^xaJIj 3 vâ '

“You shall see your Lord as you are able to see this moon, and you 
will not have any difficulty seeing Him. So if you can, do not let 
yourselves miss the prayer observed before the rising of the sun and 
its setting, meaning the ‘Asr prayer and the morning prayer.” Jarir
40 Sahih al-Bukhdri 552
41 Sahih al-Bukhdri 553
'• Sahih al-Bukhdri 555; Sahih Muslim  632
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then recited it: “Celebrate the praise of your Lord before the rising 
of the sun and before its setting.”43
And the Prophet t§? said:

,& Ji j s J  J i  - j.

Whoever observes the two cool prayers will enter Paradise.44
‘Asr is considered the middle prayer because it comes between two 
prayers during the day and two prayers during the night.

Verse 253

J*  ( 4 ^  j***. tp -  J 4 ' ^ ai )
i+ij* M y  -j i  £9jy 4JJ1

^  alJJjIy o l I j J l
Those messengers; We preferred some to others. To 
some of them, Allah spoke (directly); others, He 
raised to degrees; and to Jesus, the son of Maryam, 
We gave clear proofs and evidences, and supported 

him with the Holy Spirit.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:253]

Explanation
This verse proves that some messengers were given preference over 
others. This is similar to the statement of Allah the Exalted:

i j j l i  VJIj\y  LLja* .XiJy ^

43 Sahih Muslim  633
44 Sahih Muslim 635
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And indeed, We have preferred some of the prophets 
above others, and to Dawud We gave the Zabur.

[Surah al-Isra' 17:55]

As for the prohibition of preferring some prophets over others, like 
the statement of the Prophet Ifef:

Do not favor me over Musa.46
This can be understood as his statement before the revelation was 
sent down giving preference to some prophets over others, or it can 
be understood as a prohibition of preferring some prophets over 
others due to nationalism. And this was the reason for his statement

Do not differentiate between the prophets.45
And his statement:

in this hadith. This is based on an incident that occurred between a 
Muslim and a Jew when they insulted one another, as mentioned by 
Sa’ld al-Khudrl He said:

Sunan Abi Dawud 4668 
46 Sahih al-Bukhdri 6517
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While the Messenger o f Allah ^  was sitting, a Jew came and said, 
“O Abul-Qasim! One of your Companions has slapped me on my 
face.” The Prophet asked, “Which one was it?” He replied that 
he was one of the Ansar. The Prophet sent for him, and on his 
arrival, he asked him whether he had hit the Jew. He (replied in the 
affirmative and) said, “I heard him taking an oath in the market, 
saying, ‘By Him Who gave Musa superiority over all the human 
beings.’ I said, ‘O wicked man! Even over Muhammad 0 ? !’ Anger 
overcame me and slapped him on his face.” The Prophet !§? said, 
“Do not give a prophet superiority over another.”47
From among the prophets are those whom Allah took as a close 
friend, and this was Ibrahim, as Allah the Exalted said:

^  4_Ut ^
And Allah took Ibrahim as a close friend.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:125]

Likewise, He took our Prophet Muhammad 0  as a close friend. The 
Prophet 0  said:

y
. LkS"

I declare before Allah that I have no khalil (close friend) from 
among you, for Allah has taken me as a khalil as He took Ibrahim
as a khalil.™
There are some prophets with whom Allah spoke directly, such as 
Musa Allah the Exalted said:

< \1JSZ- ^  i l l '  f e j )
And to Musa, Allah spoke direcdy.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:164]

47 Sahih al-Bukhdri 2412
48 Sahih Muslim  1188
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And He said:

And when Musa came at the time and place 
appointed by Us, and his Lord spoke to him.

[Surah a l-A 'rd f  7:143]

Allah also spoke to our Prophet Muhammad directly during the 
night he ascended to the heavens.
The best messengers are the messengers of strong will; they are our 
Prophet Muhammad 0 ,  Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, and Jesus (peace be 
upon them). Allah mentioned them all in His statement:

He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion 
(Islam) which He ordained for Nuh, and that which 
We have inspired in you (O Muhammad), and that 
which We ordained for Ibrahim, Musa, and Jesus, 
saying you should establish religion and make no

And (remember) when We took from the prophets 
their covenant, and from you (O Muhammad), and 
from Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, and Jesus bin Maryam.

[Surah al-Ahzdb 33:7]

And He said:

divisions in it.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:13]

Ibn Kathlr said in his explanation of the verse:
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< Cr? (A )) >  VZ
Therefore, be patient (O Muhammad) as did the 

messengers o f strong will.
[Surah a l -A h q d f46:35]

“The scholars have differed concerning the number of messengers 
of strong will, the most correct statement being that they are Nuh, 
Ibrahim, Musa, Jesus, and the seal of the prophets, Muhammad 
(peace be upon them). Their names have been mentioned in two 
suwar of the Qur'an: Surah ash-Shura and Surah al-Ahzab. It is also 
conceivable that the intent of the statement ‘messengers of strong 
will’ includes all the messengers; thus, the word ‘o f’ (Q«) is to explain 
the classification. And Allah knows best.”
Our Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said:
Know! The viewpoint that the intent o f “messengers of strong will” 
includes all the messengers and the word “o f” (j*) is to explain the 
classification— this is in opposition to the reality. This is proven by 
other verses in the Qur'an. Allah said:

^  O j> J l N j jJ jj  }*
So wait with patience for the decision of your Lord, 

and he not like the companion of the fish.
[Surah al-Qalam  68:48]

Allah the Exalted commanded His prophet in this verse in Surah 
al-Qalam with patience, and forbade him from being like Yunus 
(who was the companion of the fish).
And He said:

s( j j j  (̂ r i j  j a  p i  \j\ \j-pp  j i i j  y
And indeed, We made a covenant with Adam before, 
but he forgot, and We found on his part no firm 

willpower.
[Surah Ta-H d 20:115]
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These verses prove that the messengers of strong will are those whom 
Allah commanded His prophet to show patience like the patience 
they showed, and the messengers of strong will are not all the 
messengers. And all knowledge belongs to Allah.49
[End o f Shaykh ash-Shinqiti’s speech]
Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar said in At-Taqrib wat-Tarhib, while explain­
ing Surah al-Isra: “There is no difference of opinion concerning 
the fact that the messengers are better than the prophets who were 
not messengers. And the messengers of strong will are better than 
the other messengers. The messengers of strong will are mentioned 
in Surah ash-Shura and Surah al-Ahzab. There is no difference of 
opinion that the best of the messengers of strong will is Muhammad 
is ,  then after him is Ibrahim, then after him is Musa.”

Verse 255

Allah! None has the right to be worshiped but He, 
the Ever-living, the Sustainer of existence. Neither 
slumber nor sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs 
whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on earth. 
Who is he that can intercede with Him except 
with His permission? He knows what is in front of 
them and what is behind them. And they will never

4‘’ A dw a 'al-Baydn 7/44-435
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compass anything o f His knowledge except that 
which He wills. His kursi extends over the heavens 
and the earth, and He feels no fatigue in guarding 
and preserving them. And He is the Most High, the

Most Great.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:255]

Explanation
This is Ayatul-Kursi, the greatest verse in the Book of Allah. This is 
based upon the hadith of Ubayy bin Ka’b:

Allah which, according to you, is the greatest?” I said, “Allah, there 
is no god worthy of worship but He, the Living, the Sustainer of 
existence.” Thereupon, he struck me on my chest and said, “May 
knowledge be pleasant for you, O Abul-Mundhir!”50
This verse contains 10 statements similar to the statement of Allah 
in Surah ash-Shura:

The Messenger o f Allah 0  said, “O Abul-Mundhir, do you know 
the verse from the Book of Allah which, according to you, is the 
greatest?” I said, “Allah and His Messenger 0  know best.” He again 
said, “Abul-Mundhir, do you know the verse from the Book of

,0 Sahih Muslim 8 10
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So unto this then invite (people) (O Muhammad), 
and stand firm as you are commanded, and follow 
not their desires, but say: “I believe in whatso­
ever Allah has sent down of the Book and I am 
commanded to do justice among you; Allah is our 
Lord and your Lord. For us our deeds and for you 
your deeds. There is no dispute between us and you.
Allah will assemble us (all), and to Him is the final 

return.”
[Surah ash-Shiird 42:15]

Ayatul-KursI contains five names from the names of Allah: Allah, 
the Ever-living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists, 
the Most High, and the Most Great.
The name al-Qayyum (fjj*M), the Sustainer of existence, is mentioned 
alongside the name “the Ever-living” in three verses throughout the 
Qur'an; Ayatul-KursI and the following two verses:

Alif-ldm-mim. Allah, none has the right to be 
worshiped but He, the Ever-living, the One Who 

sustains and protects all that exists.
[Surah A l i  'Imran 3 : l -2 [

And (all) faces shall be humbled before (Allah), the 
Ever-living, the Sustainer of existence.

[Surah Ta-Ha 20:111]

The name “the Ever-living” is mentioned alone in the following 
verse:

And put your trust in the Ever-living, One Who dies
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not.
[Surah al-Furqan 25:58]

The name “the Most High” appears alongside three different names: 
The Most Great, as found in the statement of Allah:

To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that 
is in the earth, and He is the Most High, the Most 

Great.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:4]  

Al-Hakim, as found in the statement of Allah:

It is not given to any human being that Allah should 
speak to him unless (it be) by inspiration, or from 
behind a veil, or (that) He sends a messenger to 
reveal what He wills by His leave. Verily, He is Most 

High, Most Wise.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:51]

And al-Kablr, as found in the statement of Allah:

(  igp oi<r a n  oj >
Surely, Allah is Ever Most High, Most Great.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:34]

His statement “Allah! None has the right to be worshiped but 
He”— This means that Allah is the true God with whom no one 
has a share in divinity except for Him. He is the One to whom all 
worship must be directed, and it is not permissible to associate any
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partners with Him in worship. This is because, just as He is the only 
One who creates and brings life into existence, He is the only One 
who deserves to be worshiped, alone without partners. The state­
ment of sincerity (the shahadah) comprises negating that which is 
general and affirming that which is specific. It negates worship for 
everything other than Allah while affirming worship for Allah alone, 
without partners.
His statement: “the Ever-living, the Sustainer of Existence; neither 
slumber nor sleep overtakes Him”— Allah the Exalted is the 
Ever-living with perfect complete life, the One who never dies.

i .  ^  < s^ ' <!r^' i f c y j  y
And put your trust in the Ever-living, One Who dies

not.
[Surah al-Furqan 25:58]

Allah is the Sustainer of existence Who sustains all life. And He has 
no need of anything or anyone, but everyone and everything is in 
need of Him. In affirming His perfect life and affirming He is the 
Sustainer of existence, He said, “Neither slumber nor sleep overtakes 
Him.” This is due to the perfection of His life and existence. Thus, 
drowsiness— which is slumber— does not befall him; nor is He 
affected by sleep, which is stronger than slumber. The Messenger of 
Allah 0  said:

Uj Ol aS aJLH ol
j i '  j i p  j i t f i

Verily, Allah does not sleep and it does not befit Him to sleep. He 
raises the scale and lowers it. The deeds of the day are presented to 
Him in the night and the deeds of the night in the day.51
Allah the Exalted said:

51 Sahih Muslim 179
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And among His signs is that the heaven and the 
earth stand by His command.

[Surah ar-R um  30:25]

His statement: “To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all 
that is in the earth”— This clarifies that Allah is the Owner o f the 
heavens, the earth, and all that is between them. He is the Lord of 
everything and the Owner of everything. He disposes of the affairs in 
His kingdom however He desires. He alone has created the heavens, 
the earth, and all creation. He is the Owner of all and He has no 
partners to share His creation with Him, and no one has any share 
in His kingdom.
His statement: “Who is he that can intercede with Him except with 
His permission?”— Because of His greatness and pride, no one can 
come forward to intercede with Him except after He has granted 
permission to the one wanting to intercede and after He is pleased 
with the person receiving the intercession. Allah the Exalted said:

i, y  X) )
And they cannot intercede except on behalf o f one 

with whom He is pleased.
[Surah a l-Anbiya' 21:28]

And He said:

l l l i  N oljUJLH ^  J a p i j  y
*{ ( VAs 4_Ui o ih  o ' qa Ni

And there are many angels in the heavens, whose 
intercession will avail nothing except after Allah has 

given leave for whom He wills and pleases.
[Surah an -N a jm  53:26]

And He said:

$  oil °Ja \  U u ls i >
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On that Day, no intercession shall avail, except the 
one for whom the Most Beneficent (Allah) has given 

permission and whose word is acceptable to Him.
[Surah Ta-Ha 20:109]

His statement: “He knows what is in front o f them and what is 
behind them. And they will never compass anything of His knowl­
edge except that which He wills”— Allah has full knowledge of all 
past events, current events, and future events. He has full knowledge 
of events before they occur, and nothing is hidden from Him in the 
earth or in the heavens. And He knows what the hearts conceal. No 
one from His creation has any knowledge except what He has taught 
them. Thus, whatever knowledge the creation has, He has revealed it 
to them, and whatever He does not reveal to His creation, they have 
no way of knowing this information.
His statement: “His kursiextends over the heavens and the earth, and 
He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them”— The throne 
of Allah is the greatest creation, and the kursi is a great creation. 
It extends over the heavens and the earth while it is less than the 
throne. Ibn ‘Abbas explained the kursi as the footstool.52
Allah the Exalted feels no fatigue in guarding and protecting the 
heavens and the earth, those upon them and all between them; 
rather, this is easy for Him.
His statement: “And He is the Most High, the Most Great”— This 
is greatness which is perfect and complete. Due to His greatness, 
everything humbles before Him. He is the Exalted, the Most High. 
His elevation includes His power, dominance, and essence.

52 Narrated by at-Tabaranl (12404) with an authentic narration.
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^ > \  'j a  j j ĵ \ o s  ^  y

JJii <cJJL OUaJb y&q.

^  Lfi ^ukAii
There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the right 
path has become distinct from the wrong path. 
Whoever disbelieves in the false deities and believes 
in Allah has grasped the most trustworthy handhold 
that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, 

All-Knower.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:256]

Explanation
The reason this verse was revealed is mentioned in the hadith 
collected by Abu Dawud, narrated from Ibn Abbas.

Ol -dj LgJ Jr**̂  0 Jli
y  d d \  ^  o i s r  j L ;  l i i i

J-? d r?  ls? *'^"1 ^ i l i
. J j j  I J  N o b u J l  S jlS  ^  J l i

When the children of a woman (in pre-Islamic days) did not survive, 
the woman would take a vow on herself that if her child survives, 
she would convert it to a Jew. When Banun-Nadlr were expelled 
(from Arabia), there were some children of the Ansar among them. 
They said, “We shall not leave our children.” So Allah the Exalted 
revealed: “Let there be no compulsion in religion. Truth stands out 
clear from error.” Abu Dawud said, “M iq ld t means a woman whose 
children do not survive.”53

Verse 256

' Sunan Abi Dawud  2682
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The consideration is given to the general wording of the verse, not 
the specific reason the verse was revealed, as mentioned by Ibn 
Kathlr. The meaning of this verse is that the individual non-Mus­
lims are not compelled to enter Islam. This does not negate the verse 
about fighting the non-Muslims until they submit and pay the tax of 
protection, like the statement of Allah the Exalted:

jilsd i £  jJojL; ijL-u \ y $  ^ j l j i  \ $  u 
4JJI Ol <dalp

O you who believe! Fight those o f the disbelievers 
who are close to you, and let them find harshness in 
you, and know that Allah is with those who are the 

righteous.
[Surah a t-Taw bah 9:123]

And the statement of the Prophet ffe

&\ 'S/i 4J1 "Sf Jii &\ S\ v \Jjk JU- ^& i Jjui 0*

.  a JU I  A A P rJ  ' V l  ‘ d u l j j  4 J I *  ^  - A c .

I have been commanded to fight against people until they bear 
witness that nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allah; and 
he who says nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allah, the 
protection of his property and life was guaranteed on my behalf, 
except for the right affairs rest with Allah.54
Ibn Kathlr said about the tafsir of this verse: “There is no compul­
sion in religion” means that no one is forced to enter Islam, because 
it is clearly explained with well-defined proofs and evidences such 
that no one has to be forced to enter it. Rather, the one whom Allah 
has guided to Islam, opened his heart and enlightened him, he will 
enter Islam upon clarity. And the one whose heart Allah blinds, 
whose ears and eyes He closes, he will not benefit if he is forced to 
enter the religion.
His statement: “Thus, he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold
44 Sahih Muslim 21
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that will never break”— This means whoever negates worship for 
everything other than Allah and affirms worship for Allah alone then 
grabbed hold of the truth and guidance and is safeguarded from 
misguidance. Ibn Kathir said, “Whoever removes the false deities, 
idols, and that which the Shaytan calls to from the worship of other 
than Allah, and he singles out Allah alone in worship and testifies 
that nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allah, then he has 
grasped the most trustworthy handhold.”
This means that his affair is firm and he is upright upon the correct 
way and the Straight Path.
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Verse 31

Say (O Muhammad, to mankind): “If you (really) 
love Allah, then follow me; Allah will love you and 
forgive you of your sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving,

Most Merciful.”
[Surah A l i  'Imran 3:31]

Explanation
True love for Allah and His Messenger is the reason for all good 
and success in this life and the Hereafter. The Muslim loves Allah and 
His Messenger and he loves those whom Allah and His Messenger 
love. The Muslim loves what Allah loves and what the Messenger of 
Allah loves. The Prophet 0  said:

There are three qualities, whoever possesses them will find the sweet­
ness of faith: when Allah and His Messenger are dearer to him than 
anyone else; when he loves a man and only loves him for the sake
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of Allah; and when he would hate to go back to disbelief just as he 
would hate to be thrown into the Fire.1
Loving Allah and His Messenger is not by a mere claim— it is only 
by following what was brought by the Messenger f t  from the Book 
and the Sunnah. The claim must contain clarity, just as worldly 
affairs are not validated by mere claims— rather, they must also 
have proofs. Likewise, the person claiming to love Allah and His 
Messenger must prove it by following the Messenger of Allah f t .  For 
this reason, some Salaf call this verse “the test verse.”
Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir o f this verse:
This noble verse judges that everyone who claims to love Allah but is 
not upon the methodology of the Prophet, is a liar in his claim until 
he follows the legislation o f the Prophet f t  and the religion in all 
statements, actions, and situations. As the Prophet f t  said:

.%  $  z ,  u  l u  ji i d
Whoever introduces into this affair that which is not from it will 
have it rejected.2
For this reason, He said, “Say (O Muhammad, to mankind): ‘If you 
(really) love Allah, then follow me; Allah will love you.”’ This means 
that you will obtain that which is greater than what was requested of 
you, which is for Allah to love you. This is greater than you loving 
Allah. As some of the scholars said, “The important matter is not 
that you love Allah, but the important matter is that He loves you.” 
Flasan al-Basri said, “Some people claim that they love Allah, thus 
Allah tested them with this verse: ‘Say (O Muhammad, to mankind): 
“If you (really) love Allah then follow me; Allah will love you.’””
[End o f Ibn Kathir’s speech]
Loving the Messenger of Allah f t  is not by wiping the wall around 
his grave. Imam an-Nawawi said, “It is not permissible to perform 
tawaf around the grave of the Prophet f t ,  and it is hated to attach
1 Sahih Muslim  165
2 Sahih Muslim  1718
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your chest or back to the wall of his grave.”3
Abu Abdillah al-Haliml and others have said, “It is hated to wipe it 
(the walls of the Prophet’s grave) with the hands or to kiss it; rather, 
it is from good etiquette to keep a respectable distance from the 
walls of the grave just as one would keep a distance from him if he 
were present during his lifetime.”
This is the correct viewpoint stated by the scholars. Do not be 
deceived by many of the common folk opposing this in their actions, 
because following someone is only based upon authentic ahadith and 
the statements of the scholars. Don’t look toward what the common 
people and ignorant people have invented. The Prophet ffe said:

Whoever performs an action which is not from our affair will have 
it rejected.4
And the Prophet said:

Do not take my grave as a place of festivity (which you visit repeat­
edly). Send blessings upon me, for your greeting will reach me no 
matter where you are.5
Fudayl bin ‘Iyad said that which means, “Adhere to the path of 
guidance and you will not be harmed by the small number of people 
who adhere to it. And beware of the paths of misguidance and do 
not be deceived by the large number of destroyed adherents to it.”
If it crosses someone’s mind that wiping the walls of the Prophet’s 
grave will bring him the most blessings, then this is from his 
ignorance, because blessings are obtained in that which agrees with 
the legislation; so how can you seek blessings in that which opposes

3 Sharh al-Muhadh 'dhab 8/207
4 Sahih Muslim  1718
5 Sunan Abi Dawud  2042; classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih al-Jami’ (7226).
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Verse 55

t ) \  J \  U i i l  JU  il )
j £ i  J e ^ - j  3<jJl ^

< t t t i j '  fji' ^  Ofc$
And (remember) when Allah said, “O Jesus! I will 
take your soul and raise you to Myself and clear you 
of those who disbelieve, and I will make those who 
follow you superior to those who disbelieve until the 

Day of Resurrection.”
[Surah A l i  'Imran 3:55]

Explanation
Jesus, the son of Maryam M-, was raised to the heavens by Allah 
while he was alive, as is mentioned in this verse. Allah the Exalted 
said:

i  4 \  **> j ? )
Rather, Allah raised him to Himself.

[Surah a t t -N isa ’ 4:158]

And Allah the Exalted said:

<  &  %  ' J l  J \ j  >

And there is none o f the People of the Scripture 
(Jews and Christians) except that he must believe in 

him (Jesus), before his death.
[Surah an-Nisd' 4:159]
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This means before the death of Jesus 3&L And there are numer­
ous narrations that mention the return of Jesus during the last 
days. He will return and rule by the legislation which was given to 
Muhammad ffe. The Prophet Muhammad 0  said:
J* o  ̂ % q o i s »* / 0  ̂ ^

' o ° 0 ° Ji0 '  o ^
. Ajy>c]\

By Him in Whose Hands is my soul, surely the son of Mary will 
soon descend among you as a just ruler; he will break the cross, kill 
the pigs, and abolish the protection tax.6
The mention of taking his soul before raising him to the heavens 
refers to taking the soul at the time of sleeping. The Q ur'an applies 
the phrase “taking the soul” to sleep in various places. Allah the 
Exalted said:

It is He Who takes your souls by night (when you 
are asleep), and has knowledge o f all that you have 

done by day.
[Surah al-A n'am  6:60]

And He said:

lsi J p .  )

It is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time of 
their death, and those that died not during their

sleep.
[Surah a z -Z u m a r  39:42]

This verse— “O Jesus! I will rake your soul and raise you to Myself”—  
could also carry the meaning of mentioning first that which occurs 
last. As Allah said:

6 Sahih al-Bukhdri 3448
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y"° 1* % ' '^  ip jliJlj i lp j  i c J i S  ^
Thamud and ‘Ad denied the Striking Calamity.

[Surah al-Haqqah 69:4]

He mentioned Thamud first even though ‘Ad came before Thamud.
Also, the phrase “take your soul” can carry the same meaning as 
elevating someone.
The followers of Jesus who will be above those who disbelieve on the 
Day of Judgment are those who were upon his legislation before the 
Prophet Muhammad fft was sent, and then those who follow the 
legislation of the Prophet Muhammad which abrogated the legis­
lation of Jesus and all other legislations. As for those who do not 
follow Muhammad then they are not followers of Jesus; rather, 
they are following that which was distorted and altered. Thus, they 
are those who disbelieved. The Prophet %, said:

I swear by Him in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, there is 
no one among this ummah, Jew or Christian, who hears o f me then 
dies without believing in that with which I have been sent but he 
will be one of the people of Hellfire.7

Verses 59-60

'-r’ly Q* 4^1?- 4_LSl AiP ^

7 Sahih Muslim 153
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Verily, the likeness of Jesus with Allah is the likeness 
of Adam. He created him from dust, then (He) said 
to him, “Be,” and he was. The truth is from your 

Lord, so do not be among the doubters.
[Surah A l i  'Imran 3:59-60]

Explanation
Jesus, the son of Maryam ^L, according to the legislation of Islam, is 
the slave of Allah and His messenger, His word given to Maryam and 
a spirit from Him. Jesus is a slave, so he is not to be worshiped. And 
he is a messenger, so he is not to be belied. The Jews and Christians 
are negligent and extreme. The Jews belied Jesus and were negligent 
such that they accused him of being born from fornication. As for 
the Christians, they are extreme such that they worship Jesus along 
with Allah.
W ith His absolute power and might, Allah created Jesus from 
Maryam without a father, just as He created Adam from dust and 
He created Eve from Adam. He created the rest of mankind from 
a father and a mother. These are the four ways in which man was 
created. Allah mentions three of the ways He created man in the 
beginning of Surah an-Nisa. He said:

{
O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created 
you from a single person (Adam), and from him 
(Adam) He created his wife (Eve), and from them 

both He created many men and women.
[Siirah an-Nisa' 4:1]

The fourth method by which mankind was created is the creation of 
Jesus from a mother with no father. And it is not strange that Allah
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created Jesus from a mother with no father, for surely, He created 
Adam without a father or a mother. For this reason, He said, “Verily, 
the likeness o f Jesus with Allah is the likeness o f Adam. He created 
him from dust, then (He) said to him, ‘Be,’ and he was.” Therefore, 
Jesus was created by Allah saying to him the word “be” just as Adam 
was created by Allah saying to him “be.” The creation o f Jesus as 
mentioned by Islam is the absolute truth, and there is no doubt 
about this. For this reason, Allah the Exalted said, “The truth is from 
your Lord, so do not be among the doubters.” Allah said in Surah 
Maryam:

l i l  j J J  q a  Ol 4_D O o  L*

^  (™) 0 J*  <d UjU \y>\
That is Jesus, the son o f Mary—the word of truth 
about which they are in dispute. It befits not (the 
majesty of) Allah that He should beget a son. 
Glorified (and exalted he He above all that they 
associate with Him). When He decrees a thing, He 

only says to it, “Be!” and it is.
[Surah M a rya m  19:34-35]

Ibn Kathlr said in his explanation of this verse: “Allah the Exalted 
said, ‘Verily, the likeness of Jesus with Allah’— this means the ability 
of Allah to create him without a father— ‘is the likeness of Adam,’ 
because Allah created Adam without a father or a mother. He created 
him from dust, then (He) said to him, “Be,” and he was. Thus, the 
One who created Adam without a mother or father is certainly able 
to create Jesus without a father. Therefore, if they are able to claim 
that Jesus is the son of Allah because he was created without a father, 
it is more correct to claim that Adam is the son of Allah. But they 
know and agree that this is false, so their claim that Jesus is the son 
of Allah is even more false and corrupt. The Lord of creation wanted 
to show His power by creating Adam from dust without a father or 
a mother, and by creating Eve from Adam without a mother, and by 
creating Jesus from a mother without a father. And He created the
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rest of mankind from a father and a mother.”
These are the four ways in which Allah created man. He created 
Adam from dust, He created Eve from Adam, He created Jesus from 
a mother with no father, and He created the rest of mankind from 
a father and a mother; and there are some from the creation whom 
Allah renders barren. Allah the Exalted said:

To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the 
earth. He creates what He wills. He bestows female 
(offspring) upon whom He wills, and bestows male 
(offspring) upon whom He wills. Or He bestows 
both males and females, and He renders barren 
whom He wills. Verily, He is the All-Knower and is 

able to do all things.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:49-50]

The people are also divided into four categories as it relates to those 
who will be fortunate and those who will be miserable:

1) Some people are raised upon Islam and will die upon Islam.
2) Some people are raised upon disbelief and will die upon 

disbelief.
3) Some people have a good beginning (Islam), yet they die 

upon an evil ending (disbelief).
4) Some people have an evil beginning (disbelief), yet they die 

upon a good ending (Islam).
The last two categories of people are mentioned in the hadith of Ibn 
Mas’ud ig§. The Prophet 0  said:

U <U>Jl L>| 4^ M
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& ^jU l S ' A - A p  ^  g •—JJ AĴo
. f «LgJwJj AJwJ O^So I* tjU l J - ^  j*SOj>- <■

. LgJj>--Ui <u?xJl Jyftl *-Ae- ^
I swear by the One besides Whom there is no deity worthy of 
worship but Him: one o f you may do the deeds o f the people of 
Paradise until there is nothing between him and it but a cubit, then 
the decree overtakes him and he does the deeds o f the people of 
Hell, and enters it. And one o f you may do the deeds o f the people 
of Hell until there is nothing between him and it but a cubit, then 
the decree overtakes him and he does the deeds o f the people of 
Paradise, and enters it.8

Verse 92

By no means shall you attain piety unless you spend 
of that which you love; and whatever o f good you 

spend, Allah knows it well.
[Surah Ali 'Imran 3:92]

Explanation
This verse proves that the Muslim who gives charity spends from 
what he loves and what amazes him, and he does not intend to 
spend from his lowly wealth. Allah the Exalted said:

“ Sahih al-Bukhdri 3208; Sahih Muslim  2643
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And they give food, in spite o f their love for it (or 
for the love o f Him), to the poor, the orphan, and 
the captive, (saying): “We feed you seeking Allah’s 
countenance only. We wish for no reward nor thanks 

from you.”
[Surah al-lnsan 76:8-9]

And He said:

O you who believe! Spend of the good things 
which you have earned, and o f that which We have 
produced from the earth for you, and do not aim at 
that which is impure to spend from it, (though) you 
would not accept it save if you close your eyes and 

tolerate therein.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:267]

These verses show that the Muslim spends from the good things 
Allah has provided for him, not from the impure, lowly things that 
he is not concerned about giving away, which he would receive 
unwillingly if he himself had to receive it. He should deal with the 
people in the manner he would like for them to deal with him. The 
term “impure” is applied to that which is impermissible and the 
lowly things that are permissible; and this is the meaning within this 
verse.
Another example of the term “impure” being applied to something 
which is permissible yet lowly is the statement of the Prophet fS:

. f d - L S '
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The earnings of a cupper are impure.9
T h e p ro o f th at the m eaning  o f  the w ord “im pure” is “lowly” in this 

hadith is the hadith o f  Ib n  ‘A bbas M - H e said:

.dh*j jU U l'j>-
The Prophet 0  was cupped and he paid the cupper. If this was 
impermissible, he would not have paid him.10
T he C om p an io n s o f  the M essenger o f  A llah 0  were at the forefront 

and m ost d iligent u pon all good. F or this reason, they spent their 

m ost beloved w ealth in th e cause o f  A llah. Anas b in  M alik  0 .  said:

aJIj^I q * A c ix Jb  jL a s '^ I  j &~\ oCLW j i \  OlS'

aJJI ^JJl J j —j  O l^ j J L > ^ J 1  aJLoi— * o J l ^ j  aJ I
i

c - J j i l  L»Ti J l i  t c-.jlg  1^-3 s-U qa  LgJL>--Xj jt-b-'j a J p
t ^

i i jL ;  4JJI o l 4JJI J j-w -j \j aUI a\]\
C f

^ J\y \  V-3-1 d \j  U-* j J l  l^Jlo j J }

b 1 g n.,a* -till -Up U b & ^ j  ^  A3-W? bgJ^j ^jil

a-Ip 4JJI aUI J U i  :<JU caDI l i l j l  ■, * _*»- aUI
e c

Ol c 5 j  1 c —li U c — » U i j c^ j Ij  J U  d d Ji ddid
£ e f » ^

I  ̂ caAJI <J^~* J  <JLa$
c

. <UP A jjlil ^
“Abu Talhah was the wealthiest o f the Ansar of Madlnah in terms of 
palm trees, and the dearest o f his wealth to him was (the garden of) 
Bayraha', which was opposite the masjid. The Messenger of Allah

9 Sunan Abi Dawud  3421
10 Sahih al-Bukhdri 2 10 3
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0  used to enter it and drink from good water that was to be found 
there.” Anas said, “When the verse ‘By no means shall you attain 
piety unless you spend (in Allah’s cause) of that which you love’ was 
revealed, Abu Talhah got up and went to the Messenger of Allah 
ffc and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, Allah says, “By no means shall 
you attain piety unless you spend (in Allah’s cause) of that which 
you love,” and the dearest of my wealth to me is Bayraha'. (I give 
it in) charity for the sake of Allah, hoping to earn its reward with 
Allah; so dispose of it, O Messenger of Allah, as Allah shows you.’ 
The Messenger o f Allah ffe said, ‘Well done; that is a profitable deal, 
that is a profitable deal. I have heard what you said and I think that 
you should distribute it among your relatives.’ Abu Talhah said, ‘I 
shall do that, O Messenger of Allah,’ and he distributed it among 
his relatives and the sons o f his paternal uncles.”11
Ibn ‘Umar M  narrated:
U p  J L *  l i j l  O U  O'

I Vj\ ^ J \  J \  b JU i (JL-,
c • J l i  Aj Jai 'Vu

X? Ail U p (JUU* J l i  . Lgj
l S ? J  <_S?J ^  ^  J - U a j j  c o j j j

JTU Jl LglJj ^  ^  t j U J l  t aUI
. J j U i  jUJajy I k _ i j ^ U J b

‘Umar bin al-Khattab got some land in Khaybar, and he went to the 
Prophet §ft to consult him about it, saying, “O Messenger of Allah,
1 got some land in Khaybar better than that which I have ever had; 
what do you suggest I do with it?” The Prophet ill said, “If you like, 
you can give the land as endowment and give its fruits in charity.” 
So ‘Umar gave it in charity as an endowment on the condition that 
it would not be sold or given to anybody as a present and it would 
not be inherited, but its yield would be given in charity to the poor 
people, to the kith and kin, for freeing slaves, for Allah’s cause, to

Sahih al-Bukhari 4554; Sahih Muslim 2 3 15
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the travelers and guests; and that there would be no harm if the 
guardian o f the endowment ate from it according to his need with 
good intention, and fed others without storing it for the future.12
In the verse “By no means shall you attain piety unless you spend of 
that which you love,” the phrase “piety” (al-birr, jjU) here has been 
explained to mean Paradise. This was narrated by al-Qurtubi from 
Ibn Mas’ud, Ibn ‘Abbas, ‘A ta, Mujahid, and ‘Amr bin Maymun. 
This means, “You will not obtain Paradise until you spend from that 
which you love.”
The phrase “piety”’ (birr) has also been interpreted as “righteous 
actions.” This can be found in the statement of the Prophet

UJ Oli Jj-UkJb
iL-L/s 4JJI JjS- ^>- 

U j j lJ l  O-vSsJl oU O JisJlJ
. Ijljjf aJJI JjS' OJlSvJI J  J ljj

The Messenger o f Allah 0  said, “You must be truthful, for truth­
fulness leads to righteousness and righteousness leads to Paradise. 
A man will keep speaking the truth and striving to speak the truth 
until he will be recorded with Allah as a speaker of the truth. Beware 
of telling lies, for lying leads to immorality and immorality leads to 
the Hellfire. A man will keep telling lies and striving to tell lies until 
he is recorded with Allah as a liar.”13
In this narration, righteousness contrasts with immorality, and Allah 
mentioned the righteous and the wicked and the recompense for 
each. He said:

< © o\j 1$, ^  J  j\p\ o;>£ ' t ~
Verily, the righteous will be in delight, and verily,

12 Sahih al-Bukhdri 2737
13 Sahih Muslim  6639
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the wicked will be in the blazing Fire.
[Surah al-Infitdr 82:13-14]

Allah has commanded us to cooperate upon righteousness and piety. 
He said:

And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do 
not cooperate in sin and transgression. And fear 

Allah; indeed, Allah is severe in punishment.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:2]

These two phrases— al-birr wat-taqwa {(j£it\\j J^)> righteousness and 
piety— if mentioned together, have separate meanings; but if only 
one of them is mentioned, they share a meaning. Thus, righteousness 
{birr) in this verse means “performing righteous actions” while piety 
(,taqwa) means “avoiding sins.” If righteousness {birr) is mentioned 
alone, it means “performing righteous actions and avoiding sins.” 
Likewise, when piety {taqwa) is mentioned alone, it carries both 
meanings.

Verse 102

Sfi a j\j j  a n  i y ; i  i * 5  % >

O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be 
feared. And die not except in a state o f Islam.

[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:102]

Explanation
Taqwa of Allah means for the individual to place between himself
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and the anger of Allah a barrier to protect himself from Allah’s anger. 
This is accomplished by obeying His commands and staying away 
from His prohibitions. “Fear Allah as He should be feared” means 
that He is obeyed and not disobeyed, He is remembered and not 
forgotten, and He is thanked and not shown ingratitude. This is 
how it was explained by Ibn Mas’ud
Some scholars say that this verse was abrogated by the verse:

So fear Allah as much as you are able.
[Surah at-Taghdbun 64:16]

This was narrated by Ibn Kathlr in his tafiir of this verse. He narrated 
this as statements of Sa’id bin Jubayr, Abu Aliyah, Rabl’ bin Anas, 
Qatadah, and others. After mentioning this viewpoint, al-Qurtubl 
said, “The statement ‘so fear Allah as much as you are able’ explains 
the other verse. Thus, it means ‘fear Allah as He deserves to be feared, 
as much as you are able.’ This is the most correct viewpoint. This is 
because a verse is only abrogated when it cannot be reconciled with 
the abrogating verse. But in this case, the two verses can be recon­
ciled, and this is most correct and befitting.”
His statement: “And die not except in a state of Islam”— This means 
[you should] adhere to Islam and remain upon it until your lifespan 
ends; thus, you die upon a good state and you will be sealed with a 
good ending. The Messenger of Allah 0  said:

/J oij jud A  J\ ju A i t̂ \
The most beloved deeds to Allah the Exalted are those performed 
continuously, even if they are small.14
And the Prophet 0  said:

* i t .
C i *  4 jb l$  t j L i l  CS*

. aJI ^  o l d j  t <dJlj
14 Sahih Muslim 783
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Whoever desires to be rescued from the Hellfire and to enter 
Paradise, then let him die in a state o f complete belief in Allah and 
the Last Day, and let him treat others how he would like for them 
to treat him.15

Verse 104

And let there arise from you a nation inviting to 
good, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is 

wrong, and those will be the successful.
[Surah Ali 'Imran 3:104]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah commands there to be in the Muslim lands a 
group from among them who call to the good and enlighten the 
truth and guidance, enjoining good and forbidding evil. Embarking 
upon inviting to good is a communal obligation. And it is an obliga­
tion upon each and every Muslim to call to good, enjoin the good, 
and forbid the evil according to their ability. Abu Sa’id al-Khudri 
said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah 0  say:

Oli cAiLlJ-i OU cr*
. Ol-ajNl

“ ‘Whosoever of you sees an evil, let him change it with his hand; and 
if he is not able to do so, then [let him change it] with his tongue; 
and if he is not able to do so, then with his heart— and that is the 
weakest of faith.’”16
15 Sahih Muslim 4776
16 Sahih Muslim 177
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This hadith contains the level of forbidding evil. Those who have 
the ability to change the evil with their hand must do so. And the 
authority to do so belongs to the ruler and his assistants; they have 
general authority. It also belongs to the man of the house over his 
family; he has specific authority. The statement “whoever of you sees 
an evil” entails seeing the evil with the eye or knowing about the 
evil.
If the person is not from those who can change the evil with his 
hand, he goes to the next level, which is changing the evil with his 
tongue. If he is not able to do so, then he changes it with his heart, 
and this is the weakest of faith. To change an evil with your heart 
means to hate the evil and the consequences it has upon the heart. 
The command in this hadith to forbid the evil does not contradict 
the statement of Allah the Exalted:

j .  J t j  \ p :  j j t  14ft t  >
< j j i i i  bi

O you who have believed, upon you is [responsibil­
ity for] yourselves. Those who have gone astray will 

not harm you when you have been guided.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:105]

This verse means: If you do what has been commanded of you, 
including enjoining the good and forbidding the evil, then you have 
fulfilled your responsibility. And after that, you will not be harmed 
by the misguidance of those who go astray.
Because this ummah enjoins the good and forbids the evil, it is the 
best nation ever raised among man, as Allah the Exalted said:

0 % }

You are the best o f people ever raised up for 
mankind; you enjoin the good and forbid the evil,
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and you believe in Allah.
[Surah Ali 'Imran 3:110]

Ibn Kathir said about this verse, “It is correct that this verse is general 
to include the entire ummah, but it varies from generation to gener­
ation. The best generation of this ummah is the one the Prophet 
IS was sent to, then those that followed them and then those that 
followed them. As Allah said:

Thus, We have made you a middle (balanced) 
nation, that you be witnesses over mankind and the 

Messenger (Muhammad) be a witness over you.

were cursed because they abandoned enjoining the good and forbid­
ding the evil. As Allah the Exalted said:

Those among the Children of Israel who disbelieved 
were cursed by the tongue of Dawud and Jesus, son 
of Maryam. That was because they disobeyed and 
were ever-transgressing beyond bounds. They used 
not to forbid one another from the evil which they 
committed. Vile indeed was what they used to do.

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:143]

“The phrase ‘middle’ means the best nation.”
Those who were cursed from the Children o f Israel by their prophets

<

[Surah al-M d'idah 5:78-79]

112



Surah  A l i  ' Imran: Verse 185

Verse 185

Everyone shall taste death. And only on the Day of 
Resurrection shall you be paid your wages in full.
And whoever is removed away from the Fire and 
admitted to Paradise, he indeed is successful. The 
life o f this world is only the enjoyment of deception.

[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:185]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah the Exalted informs us that every soul will taste 
death, and after death, each person shall receive the recompense of 
their actions. If their actions were good, they shall receive good, and 
if their actions were evil, they shall receive evil. Death is the divider 
between the worldly life and the Hereafter. W hen the individual dies, 
his reckoning begins and his judgment is established. He traverses 
from the abode of action to the abode of recompense. Those who 
are present during the last days will die when the trumpet is blown 
the first time. When this occurs, all of mankind will be deceased, the 
first of them and the last of them. Other verses similar to this verse 
are the statements of Allah:

^  j  1TJ1 O y*Ji
Every soul will taste death. Then to Us will you be 

returned.
[Surah al- 'A nkabu t 29:57]

And His statement:

113



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSiR OF SELECT VERSES

Everyone is going to taste death, and We shall make 
a trial of you with evil and with good, and to Us you 

will be returned.
[Surah al-Anbiya' 21:35]

In his collection of authentic narrations, in the chapter “Softening 
the Heart,” Imam al-Bukhari mentions a narration from ‘All bin 
Abl Talib sit. He said, “This worldly life has departed, moving away 
from us, while the Hereafter has departed, moving towards us. Each 
of them has its children, so be among the children of the Hereafter 
and do not be among the children of this world. Today, there is 
action with no accountability, and tomorrow, there is accountability 
with no action.”
Ibn Kathlr said about this verse, “Allah the Exalted informs us in 
this verse concerning general information which will affect all the 
creation, which is that every soul shall taste death. Allah the Exalted 
said:

Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish. And the 
Face of your Lord, full o f majesty and honor, will 

abide forever.
[Surah ar-Rahman 55:26-27]

“Allah alone is the only one Who is the Ever-living who does not 
die. Jinn and mankind both die. Likewise the angels, and those 
angels who carry the Throne will also die. Thus Allah, the One, the 
Overpowering, is the only one W ho shall have eternalness. Thus, He 
will be the last just as He was the first.”
His statement: “And whoever is removed away from the Fire and 
admitted to Paradise, he indeed is successful”— Whoever performs
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good deeds in this life will succeed with the great reward from Allah 
the Exalted. This great reward is safety from the Hellfire and entrance 
into Paradise. This is in contrast to the person who performs evil 
deeds in this life. If this person dies a disbeliever, he will remain in 
the Hellfire forever with no chance of entering Paradise. If he dies 
a believer having committed some sins, his affair is up to Allah— if 
Allah wills, He will pardon him and enter him into Paradise, and if 
He wills, He will punish him and enter him into the Hellfire. But 
the person who dies a believer will not remain in the Fire forever; 
rather, he will eventually exit the Fire and enter Paradise.
From the reasons for the individual being saved from the Hellfire 
and entering Paradise is him remaining upon Islam until he dies 
and treating people as he would like for them to treat him. As the 
Prophet iH said:

* * *3 tjld! ^  ^  Cf*
. <uJj Ol ‘—''U j t

Whoever desires to be rescued from the Hellfire and to enter 
Paradise, then let him die in a state o f complete belief in Allah and 
the Last Day, and let him treat others how he would like for them 
to treat him.17
After explaining the great reward waiting in the Hereafter, which is 
entrance into Paradise and safety from the Hellfire, He explained 
the lowliness of this worldly life and how it does not amount to 
anything. He said, “The life o f this world is only the enjoyment of 
deception.” In this verse, the phrase “deception” refers to that which 
deceives the individual. Allah the Exalted said:

i j/y 4  ̂ xs)
Let not the Chief Deceiver deceive you about Allah.

[Surah Luqm dn 31:33]

In this verse, “the Chief Deceiver” refers to the Shaytan.

17 Sahih Muslim 4776
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In his tafsir of this verse, al-Qurtub! narrated from Ibn ‘Arafah 
that he said, “Deception is when you see the outside appearance of 
something and you love it, while the inside of it contains something 
you hate or something you are ignorant of. Shaytan is the Deceiver 
because he appeals to the love of the soul while concealing what it 
hates. This is like the merchant who displays that which will sell his
product while concealing what is unknown about it.”
The statements of the Prophet jp  clarify the lowliness of this world. 
He said:

U j  L j jJ I  ' j *  S j o p  j i  aJJI ^  
tig—f UJ lli-ljl f *  - Aji ^ 0 y> j l  ^JS ~ \

h* os-L^TI J-aI ^ 1  c-JdJsl aL>JI JjsI qa i\y»\ 01 jJ j
'  f ' ° '

. Ifci U j lOjJl qa LgjLwadj tb>xjj
A journey undertaken in the morning or evening in the path of 
Allah is better than the world and all that is in it. A place in Paradise 
as small as the bow or lash o f one o f you is better than the world and 
whatever is in it. And if a woman from Paradise were to glance at 
the people of the earth, she would fill the space between heaven and 
earth with light and a pleasant scent, and her head cover is better 
than the world and whatever is in it.18
And the Prophet %  said:

^ ja lO i aAIv^I j J - \  U  f k *  N l ^  Ip -d l  U
f  Os*

•esv* n
The likeness o f this world in comparison to the Hereafter is that of 
anyone of you dipping his finger into the sea; so let him see what he 
brings forth.19

IS Sahih al-Bukhari 2796
19 Sahih Muslim 2858
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Verse 187

< / 0 o 'Oj 'A
(And remember) when Allah took a covenant from 
those who were given the scripture to make it known 
and clear to mankind, and not to hide it, but they 
threw it away behind their backs, and purchased 
with it some miserable gain! And indeed, worst is 

that which they bought.
[Surah A l i  'Imran 3:187]

Explanation
This verse is a reprimand towards the People of the Book who took 
the covenant to clarify the truth brought to them by their messen­
gers, but they violated the covenant and concealed the truth. And 
they sold out the truth for a trifling gain. This contains a warning to 
the scholars of this ummah from falling into what the People of the 
Book fell into from concealing the truth.
The Messenger of Allah ffe said:

^  fiAL y d i  p lap  jJp ^  ja i  ^
Whoever is asked about some knowledge that he knows, and he 
conceals it, he will be bridled with a bridle of fire.20
Allah has criticized those who conceal the truth and sell it for a 
miserable gain in other verses as well. He said:

20 Jam i'at-Tirm idhi 2649
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Verily, those who conceal what Allah has sent down 
of the Book, and purchase a small gain therewith, 
they eat into their bellies nothing but Fire. Allah will 
not speak to them on the Day of Resurrection, nor 
purify them, and theirs will be a painful torment. 
Those are they who have purchased error at the price 
of guidance, and torment at the price o f forgiveness. 
So how bold they are (for evil deeds which will push 

them) to the Fire.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:174-175]

And He said:

Verify, those who conceal the clear proofs, evidences, 
and guidance which We have sent down, after We 
have made it clear for the people in the Book, they 
are the ones cursed by Allah and cursed by the 

cursers.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:159]

And He said:
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Verily, those who purchase a small gain at the cost of 
Allah’s covenant and their oaths, they shall have no 
portion in the Hereafter. Allah will neither speak to 
them nor look at them on the Day o f Resurrection, 
nor will He purify them, and they shall have a

Allah praised some people from the People of the Book who believed 
in what was revealed to them and what was revealed to Muhammad

And there are, certainly, among the People of the 
Scripture (Jews and Christians), those who believe 
in Allah and in that which has been revealed to 
you, and in that which has been revealed to them, 
humbling themselves before Allah. They do not 
sell the verses of Allah for a little price; for them is 
a reward with their Lord. Surely, Allah is swift in

painful torment.
[Surah A l i  'Itnrdn 3:77]

IS, and they did not sell out for a small gain. He said:

account.
[Surah Ali'Imran 3:199]
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Surah an-Nisa'

Verses 123-124

Whosoever works evil will have the recompense 
thereof, and he will not find any protector or helper 
besides Allah. And whoever does righteous good 
deeds, male or female, while he is a believer—such 
will enter Paradise and not the least injustice, even 

to the size of a naqir, will be done to them.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:123-124]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah explains that the actions which will benefit the 
person with Allah are those actions performed sincerely seeking His 
Face and in accordance with the Sunnah of His Prophet Muhammad 
%. These two conditions are requirements for the deeds to be 
accepted. His statement “while he is a believer” indicates sincer­
ity, and His statement “and whoever does righteous good deeds” 
indicates complying with the Sunnah.
This is similar to the statement of Allah the Exalted:
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lisJL/? * -̂^P JuoJtlU Ajj (.[j] ^
^  |JL> -I aJj  S ^ U * j

So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, 
let him work righteousness and associate none as a 

partner in the worship o f his Lord.
[Surah al-K ahf  18:110]

If one o f these two conditions is missing from the act o f worship, 
then it will be rejected. If the action is void of sincerity, it will be 
rejected, and the proof is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

{  \ j j £  ^  i^Lp u  \)\ )
And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did, and 
We shall make such deeds as scattered, floating 

particles o f dust.
[Surah al-Furqdn 25:23]

If the action is not in accordance with the Sunnah o f the Prophet ifc, 
then it will be rejected; and the proof is the statement of the Prophet

Whoever introduces into this affair that which is not from it will 
have it rejected.1
And his statement:

Whoever performs an action which is not from our affair, then it is 
rejected.2
Each and every individual shall be given the recompense for his 
actions, as Allah the Exalted said:

1 Sahih Muslim  1718
2 Sahih Muslim 1718
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LjjO d j  I 9 0V- Lr- ®j -
So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an 
atom shall see it. And whosoever does evil equal to 

the weight o f an atom shall see it.
[Surah az-Zalzalah 99:7-8]

And His statement:

l^jLpldaj d J j S j i  ^  aIM Ol ^

^  L»-JaP AijJ ^  O J j j

Surely! Allah wrongs not even of the weight of an 
atom, but if there is any good (done), He doubles it, 

and gives from Him a great reward.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:40]

And His statement:

L i [ k S  p s  p p  p j  p  p J u  p j  }
^  liwaAi UJds

And he who works deeds o f righteousness while he 
is a believer, then he will have no fear o f injustice, 

nor of any curtailment (of his reward).
[Surah Td-Ha 20:112]

And His statement:

pp Pj ip j ' p* p 4̂̂  'sp- p y
< J p p  \p £  U p J ~ l  P P I ° p p p p f ^  s \p
Whoever works righteousness, whether male or 
female, while he (or she) is a believer—verily, to 
him We will give a good life, and We shall pay them 
certainly a reward in proportion to the best o f what
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they used to do.
[Surah an-Nahl 16:97]

And Allah mentioned the statement of the believer from the family 
of Pharaoh:

“Whosoever does an evil deed will not be requited 
except the like thereof, and whosoever does a 
righteous deed, whether male or female, and is a 
believer—such will enter Paradise, where they will 

be provided therein without limit.”

And whoever does righteous good deeds, male 
or female, while he is a believer—such will enter 
Paradise, and not the least injustice, even to the size 

of a naqir, will be done to them.

sins be increased, not even by a little. The naqir refers to the small 
dot of the back of the kernel o f the date.
This is similar to the statement of Allah the Exalted:

[Surah Ghafir 40:40]

His statement:

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:124]

This means that his good deeds will not be decreased nor will his

And you shall not be dealt with unjusdy even equal
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to the fa til.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:77]  

The fatil is the thread in the slit of a date stone.
As for the qitmir mentioned in the statement of the Exalted:

o % 0 £>

And those whom you invoke or call upon instead of 
Him, own not even a qipnir.

[Si/rah Fatir 35:13]  

This refers to the thin membrane over the date stone.

Verse 135

J i  -LLiJb \y f\ ^ j j l  1*5 U
j  j i c i l  ip ’} ’)
Ojy Ol ^y*^ ^  t '

^  ^yliijo aJJI Oli 1 yl 1

O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, 
as witnesses to Allah, even though it be against 
yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, be he rich or 
poor; Allah is a better protector to both (than you).
So follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest you may 
avoid justice; and if  you distort your testimony or 
refuse to give it, verily, Allah is ever well-acquainted 

with what you do.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:135]

Explanation
This verse contains a clarification of the complete justice of the legis­
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lation of Islam. The Muslim is obligated to speak the truth even if 
it be against himself. The Muslim cannot allow the love he has for 
himself, his parents, and his relatives to cause him to lie or testily to 
falsehood in an effort to benefit them or protect them from harm. 
Likewise, the Muslim cannot allow the animosity or hatred within 
his heart towards someone— even if that person is a non-Muslim— 
to cause him to be unjust. Allah the Exalted said:

o ' O lli 'l/j
^  O'

And do not let the hatred o f a people for having 
obstructed you from al-Masjid al-Haram lead you to 

transgress.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:2]

And He said:

O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah and be 
just witnesses, and let not the enmity and hatred of 
others make you avoid justice. Be just; that is nearer 
to piety, and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is well-ac­

quainted with what you do.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:8]

And He said:

And when you testify, be just, even if [it concerns] a 
near relative.

[Surah a l-A n'am  6:152]

Ibn Kathlr said in explaining the verse “even though it be against
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yourselves”: “This means you must testify to the truth even if some 
harms come back to you because of it. And if you are questioned 
about a matter, then speak the truth even if you are harmed, because 
Allah will make a way out from every difficulty for those who obey 
Him. His statement: ‘or your parents and kin’— this means that 
even if the testimony is against your parents and your relatives, don’t 
attempt to protect them concerning the matter, but speak the truth 
even if some harm comes to them. The truth rules over everyone 
and it comes before everyone. His statement: ‘be he rich or poor, 
Allah is a better protector to both (than you)’— this means do not 
be concerned about his wealth and do not worry due to his poverty. 
Allah is the Protector of them both. And He is more suited to protect 
them than you are, and He knows better than you what will benefit 
them.
“His statement: ‘So follow not the lusts (ofyour hearts), lest you may 
avoid justice’— Do not allow your desires, nationalism, or hatred for 
a people lead you to abandon justice in their affair. Rather, adhere 
to justice in each and every situation, as Allah said: “and let not the 
enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be just; that is 
nearer to piety.’”
His statement: “and if you distort your testimony”— Mujahid said 
this is when the person alters his testimony and intends to lie, as 
Allah said:

And verily, among them is a party who distort the 
Book with their tongues.

[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:78]

His statement: “or refuse to give it”— This refers to the person who 
conceals the truth when testifying or refuses to testify to the truth. 
Allah the Exalted said:

And do not conceal testimony, for whoever conceals
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it, his heart is indeed sinful.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:283]

Allah closed the verses of Surah an-Nisa and Surah al-Ma'idah by 
commanding us to be just and fair. And He informed us that He 
is all aware of the actions of His slaves. Whatever occurs between 
them of fairness or transgression, then surely, Allah is All-Aware and 
there is nothing hidden from Him. He will give the recompense to 
everyone based upon their actions. If their actions are good, they 
will receive good, and if their actions are evil, they will receive evil.
Ibn Kathir said:
The statement of Allah the Exalted: “Be just; that is nearer to piety”—  
This is a case where the superlative and comparative is utilized even 
though what it is being compared to is not even comparable in the 
least. An example of this is the statement of Allah:

The dwellers o f Paradise will, on that Day, have a 
better abode, and a better resting place.

[Surah al-Furqdn 25:24]

Another example is the statement of some of the female Companions 
to ‘Umar:

. ( J L ,  U p  U l  J U  U' J P  iU lj Jail c Jl 
You are sterner and harsher than the Messenger o f Allah

[End o f Ibn Kathir s speech]

Verse 174

U3>\J p z  p  £  Iti \p \ U >
•s A  ̂ A * IjjJ

3 Sahih al-Bukhdri 6085
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O mankind! Verily, there has come to you a convinc­
ing proof from your Lord, and We sent down to you 

a manifest light.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:174]

Explanation
This noble verse contains information from Allah the Exalted to His 
slaves, that surely there has come to them from Him undeniable 
proof proving His lordship and oneness of divinity, and proving He 
is the one true deity, the only One deserving worship. He informs 
His slaves that He sent down a clear, distinct light, which is the 
Qur'an. He sent it down to His Messenger *5. This light contains 
guidance for mankind, leading them to the Straight Path and remov­
ing them from the many paths of darkness to the light. Adhering to 
the Book and Sunnah is guidance for them and success in this life 
and the next. Allah described what He sent down to His Messenger 
as light because it illuminates the path that leads to their rectifica­
tion and success. There are various verses in the Qur'an wherein 
Allah describes the Q ur’an as light. He said:

^  J  J  ^
Therefore, believe in Allah and His Messenger, and 

in the light which We have sent down.
[Siirah at-Taghabun 64:8]

He said:

^  h i lie- JUuj

And thus, We have sent to you (O Muhammad) an 
inspiration of Our command. You knew not what is 
the Book, nor what is faith. But We have made it a
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light wherewith We guide whosoever o f Our slaves 
We will.

[Surah ash-Shura 42:52]

And His statement:

So those who believe in him (Muhammad), honor 
him, help him, and follow the light (the Qur'an) 
which has been sent down with him, it is they who 

will be successful.
[Surah a l-A 'rd f  7:157]

And His statement:

There has come to you from Allah a light and a clear 
Book. Wherewith Allah guides all those who seek 
His good pleasure to ways o f peace, and He brings 
them out of darkness by His will unto light and 

guides them to a Straight Way.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:15-16]

This is a spiritual light which removes the darkness of disbelief, 
misguidance, and ignorance just as the physical light removes the 
darkness of the night.
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Surah al-Ma'idah

Verse 35

O you who believe! Do your duty to Allah and fear 
Him. Seek the means of nearness to Him, and strive 
hard in His cause as much as you can, so that you 

may be successful.
[Surah al-M a'idah 5:35]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah commands His believing slave to have taqwa of 
Him and to seek nearness' to Him with acts of worship. When taqwa 
is mentioned alone, it carries the meaning of performing good deeds 
and abandoning sins. When it is mentioned alongside the command 
to perform good deeds, then taqwa carries the meaning of abandon­
ing sins. In this verse, Allah combined the command to have taqwa 
and the command to seek nearness to Him by performing good 
deeds. Thus, the meaning of taqwa in this verse is abandoning sins. 
Similar to this is when Allah mentions both piety and taqwa:

1 Translator’s note: The Arabic word referenced here is al-wasilah (aJi-ijll).
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And cooperate in righteousness and piety.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:2]

In this verse, “piety” means performing righteous actions and 
“taqwa” is abandoning sins.
And there is no difference of opinion among the scholars that the 
meaning of “seeking nearness to Allah” is by performing acts of 
worship.
Our Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said in his book Adwa ' 
al-Bayan, in his explanation o f this verse:
Know: The consensus of the scholars is that the intent of seeking 
nearness to Allah in this verse is to seek nearness to Allah the Exalted 
by obeying His commands and avoiding His prohibitions accord­
ing to the Sunnah of Muhammad 0  with sincerity to Allah in 
all of that, because this alone is the path to the pleasure of Allah 
the Exalted. This alone will allow the slave to obtain the good of 
this world and the Hereafter. The foundation of seeking nearness 
to Allah is by righteous actions, and the scholars have agreed upon 
this. There is no nearness to Allah except by following the Messenger 
0 .  Therefore, this verse is very clear, like the statement of Allah the 
Exalted:

And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad) gives 
you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain 

(from it).
[Surah al-H ashr 59:7]

And His statement:

Say: “Obey Allah and obey the Messenger...”
[Surah a n -N iir  24:54]

Ibn ‘Abbas i§| said, “The meaning of seeking nearness to Allah is
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to seek your needs from Allah.” This is because Allah alone is the 
only One capable of fulfilling your needs. That which affirms this 
meaning is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

4_lil o_j.i 01

'jy j \  4 51

J  y & r j

Verily, those whom you worship besides Allah have 
no power to give you provision, so seek your provi­
sion from Allah (alone), and worship Him (alone), 
and be grateful to Him. To Him (alone) you will be 

brought back.
[Surah al- 'A nkabu t 29:17]

And His statement:

^  an i^ iu j )
And ask Allah of His bounty.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:32]

And the Prophet ife said:

.a i i  a J U  \i\j
When you ask (for anything), ask it from Allah.2

The precise meaning of “seeking nearness to Allah” is what has been 
mentioned by the consensus of the scholars— it means drawing close 
to Him with sincere worship in accordance with the Sunnah of the 
Prophet ife. And the explanation of Ibn Abbas is included in this, 
because supplicating to Allah and seeking our needs from Him is 
from the greatest forms of worship which is a means to His pleasure 
and mercy. With this, we see the clear misguidance and blindness 
in many of the atheists who are followers of the ignorant Sufis who 
claim that “seeking nearness “is by placing their “shaykh” as a media­

1 Jam i’ at-Tirmidhi 1931
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tor between them and Allah. This belief is mockery of the Book of 
Allah. Placing a mediator between the slaves and Allah is from the 
foundational pillars of disbelief. This is clearly stated in the state­
ment of Allah the Exalted:

'J’) 4 )' J !
And those who take protectors besides Him (say), 
“We worship them only that they may bring us near 

to Allah.”
[Surah a z -Z u m a r  39:3]

And His statement:

U j  4_U \ ^JS  4_U I - U p  d j l j j j j

C) L«-p
And they worship besides Allah things that hurt 
them not, nor profit them, and they say, “These are 
our intercessors with Allah.” Say: “Do you inform 
Allah of that which He knows not in the heavens and 
on the earth?” Glorified and exalted be He above all 

that which they associate as partners with Him!
[Surah Y u n u s  10:18]

Thus, everyone must know that the path to Allah’s pleasure and His 
Paradise is by following His Messenger and whoever opposes this 
has strayed from the path.

\ iji. y j u  j i l  j j u !  v j  ^ 4  >
i, % >■*

It will not be in accordance with your desires, or 
those o f the People o f the Scripture; whosoever
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works evil will have the recompense thereof.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:123]

Thus, the meaning of seeking nearness to Allah can be found in the 
following verse:

$  ^W jJl f fO  (1) \  O y-L  y i J '
'-rJ y '

Those whom they call upon desire (for themselves) 
means of access to their Lord (Allah), as to which of 

them should be the nearest.
[Surah al-lsra' 17:57]

[End ofShaykh ash-Shinqiti’s speech]
The righteous slaves to whom the people pray are themselves seeking 
a means to get close to their Lord. They are trying to get close to 
Allah by acts of obedience. Thus, those who are praying to them 
must cease and pray directly to Allah alone, just as these righteous 
people to whom they pray are themselves praying to Allah alone.
Ibn Kathlr mentioned the statement of Allah the Exalted:

c $ 3  i^Jl 13! O j J j k  U f T  t a  j j  J i  )

Say (O Muhammad): “If there had been other gods 
along with Him as they assert, then they would 
certainly have sought out a way to the Lord of the 

Throne.”
[Surah al-lsra' 17:42]

Ibn Kathir said: “He said ‘Say O Muhammad’ to these pagans that 
claim Allah has partners within His creation, those pagans who 
worship other than Allah in an attempt to get closer to Allah. If 
there were indeed other gods for you to worship so these gods could 
intercede on your behalf and bring you closer to Allah, then surely
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these gods would themselves worship Allah and seek a means to get 
close to Him. Therefore, worship Allah alone just as those to whom 
you pray worship Allah. You have no need to worship someone so 
that he will be a mediator between you and Allah, because Allah is 
not pleased with this and He does not love this; rather, He hates it 
and He has forbidden this upon the tongues of all His messengers.”
Abdullah bin Mas’ud said about the verse:

^ 4 ?  i L - j M  j* -R J j j d J '

S 'V ’
Those whom they call upon desire (for themselves) 
means of access to their Lord (Allah), as to which of 

them should be the nearest.
[Surah al-lsra' 17:57]

“Some people from the humans worshiped the j i n n .  These j i n n  
became Muslim while the people held onto their religion.”3

Verse 37

< ^  4 >Up j
They will long to get out of the Fire, but never will 
they get out o f it, and theirs will be a lasting torment.

[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:37]

Explanation
This verse proves that the disbelievers will remain in the Hellfire 
for eternity with no end. They will desire to exit the Fire, but this

3 Sahih al-Bukhdri 4714
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will never happen; rather, they will remain in the Fire, enduring 
perpetual torment that will not terminate their life, nor will the 
punishment cease. In this verse, He says “but never will they get out 
of it.” About the inhabitants of Paradise, He said:

^  i i p - *  ^  ^  y
No sense of fatigue shall touch them, nor shall they 

(ever) be asked to leave it.
[Surah al-H ijr  15:48]

The disbelievers will want to leave the Hellfire, but their desire will 
not be fulfilled. As for the inhabitants of Paradise, they will not want 
to leave Paradise and they will fear being put out of Paradise. The 
Prophet said:

t d i  JU J  c j l l i l  J  j & \  J

J i l  U P  c i k j l  J i \ j  C jllll J i l  j / J l  J *
l y J j a l h l j  tjllll \j : J l i j  Oyiilali
; 0j J j a j  jjs J jiy d  jUJl 1 c Af-bLiJl J

tlL J i f j  o jA J l j i  caU iji J i  «- ^ j i j
Uj 'i/ Jj L>- iaL>J! J jsI b ; J l i i  jjj tjjJlJl l i o i

, o >  N z p .  cjlin
When the inhabitants of Paradise have settled Paradise, and the 
inhabitants of the Hellfire have settled in the Hellfire, death will 
be brought forth by the collar and placed on the wall which is 
between the people of the Hellfire and the people of Paradise. Then 
it will be said, “O inhabitants of Paradise.” So they will look while 
being afraid. Then it will be said, “O inhabitants of the Hellfire.” 
So they will look while being hopeful, hoping for intercession. It 
will be said to the inhabitants of Paradise and the inhabitants of the 
Hellfire, “Do you know what this is?” Both parties will say, “Yes, we 
recognize it; it is death which was entrusted to us.” So death will 
be laid on its side and slaughtered on the wall. Then it will be said,
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“O inhabitants of Paradise, everlasting life without death! And O 
people of the Hellfire, everlasting life without death!”4
Thus, when the call is initially given, the inhabitants of Paradise will 
fear (fearing death will cause them to exit Paradise) while the inhab­
itants of the Hellfire will rejoice (hoping death will cause them to 
exit the Hellfire).
From the other verses which prove that the inhabitants of the Hellfire 
will remain therein forever is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

'y A *  V  y - F i  V

But those who disbelieve, for them will be the Fire of 
Hell. Neither will it have a complete killing effect on 
them so that they die, nor shall its torment he light­
ened for them. Thus do We requite every disbeliever!

[Surah Fatir  35:36]

And His statement:

id s ' \j \j ^ j J i  oi >
JoJ iSjli- 

^  OlJLiJl
Surely, those who disbelieved in Our signs, We shall 
bum them in Fire. As often as their skins are roasted 
through, We shall change them for other skins, that 

they may taste the punishment.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:56]

As for the statements of Allah the Exalted:

(  i l l  U Nl L*j j& \ 3 \ i j j  >

4 Jami' at-Tirmidhi (2557) with a good chain o f narration from the hadith o f Abu 
Hurayrah.
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He will say: “The Fire be your dwelling place; you 
will dwell therein forever, except as Allah may will.”

[Surah al-A n'am  6:128]

And His statement:

0  ^  ^  ^

As for those who are wretched, they will be in the 
Fire, sighing in a high and low tone. They will dwell 
therein for all the time that the heavens and the 

earth endure, except as your Lord wills.
[Surah H u d  11:106-107]

These verses refer to the section of the Hellfire that will contain the 
sinners from the people of tawhid.
Ibn al-Qayyim said in Al-Wdbil as-Sayyib, “The people are of three 
categories: those who are good with no stain of evil, those who are 
evil with no trace of good, and those who have both good and evil 
within them. There are three abodes for these categories: an abode 
which is purely good (Paradise) and an abode which is purely evil 
(Hellfire), and these two abodes will last for eternity; and the third 
abode is for those who have within them good and evil. This is the 
abode that will perish; this is the abode of the sinners. No person of 
tawhid, though he be a sinner, will remain in the Hellfire forever. 
They will be punished according to their sins and then removed 
from the Hellfire and entered into Paradise. The only two abodes 
that will remain forever are Paradise, which is purely good, and the 
Hellfire, which is purely evil.”5

5 Al- Wdbil as-Sayyib p. 49
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Verses 65—66

. .   ̂ ^\  Qj) I* C-L̂x
And if only the People o f the Scripture had believed 
and had piety We would indeed have blotted out 
their sins and admitted them to gardens o f pleasure 
(in Paradise). And if only they had acted according 
to the Torah, the Injil, and what has been sent down 
to them from their Lord (the Qur'an), they would 
surely have gotten provision from above them and 
from underneath their feet. There are from among 
them people who are on the right course, but many 

of them do evil deeds.
[Surah al-M a'idah 5:65-66]

Explanation
Allah explains in these two verses that if the People of the Book 
had believed in Allah, adhered to the guidance and truth Allah sent 
down to His messengers, not altered the Books, and believed in 
Muhammad who is mentioned in their Books, then they would have 
been forgiven their sins and transgressions and entered into Paradise. 
This verse combines two things: purification from sins and enjoying 
the bliss of Paradise. This is the reward in the Hereafter.
As for the reward in this life, Allah mentions it in His statement: 
“And if only they had acted according to the Torah, the Injil, and 
what has been sent down to them from their Lord (the Qur'an), 
they would surely have gotten provision from above them and from
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underneath their feet.” This refers to the blessing of rain sent down 
from the heavens and the blessing that comes from the earth, includ­
ing treasures and vegetation. Good in this worldly life and in the 
Hereafter is contained in a supplication the Prophet 0  would say 
often. Qatadah asked Anas:

,j£ '\ j if f  J l i  y&\ jJL-j aJp  aUI jS'Ju oisr ojpS

.jllll CjISs-
“Which d u d '  did the Prophet supplicate with the most?” He 
replied, “The d u d 'he would supplicate with the most is his saying: 
‘O Allah, grant us good in this life and good in the next life and 
save us from the Fire.’” He (Qatadah) said that whenever Anas 
wanted to supplicate, he made this very supplication, and whenever 
he (intended) to make another supplication, he (inserted) this very 
supplication in that.6
His statement: “And if only they had acted according to the Torah, 
the Injll, and what has been sent down to them from their Lord.” 
Ibn Kathir said, “If they had implemented the Book given to them 
from their prophets without altering and changing the words, that 
would have led them to the truth and that would have led them 
to follow what was sent to Muhammad 0 ,  because their Books 
affirmed him (Prophet Muhammad) and commanded them to 
follow him, without exception.”

Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said in Adwa' al-Baydn:
Allah mentions in this noble verse that if they had obeyed Allah 
and implemented and followed their Books, and acted according 
to them, Allah would have made their provisions easy. He would 
have sent down upon them rain, and brought forth vegetables from 
the earth. This was not specific for them; He also mentioned this 
concerning Nuh and his people.
He said:
6 Sahih Muslim 2690
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“I said (to them), ‘Ask forgiveness from your Lord; 
Verily, He is Oft-Forgiving; He will send rain to you 
in abundance, and give you increase in wealth and 
children, and bestow on you gardens and bestow on 

you rivers.’”
[Surah N u h  71:10-12]

And He said about Hud and his people:

“And O my people, ask forgiveness o f your Lord and 
then repent to Him, He will send you (from the sky) 
abundant rain, and add strength to your strength.”

[Surah H u d  11:52]

And His statement concerning our Prophet Muhammad |§(:

And (commanding you): “Seek the forgiveness of 
your Lord, and turn to Him in repentance, that 
He may grant you good enjoyment for a term 

appointed.”
[Surah H u d  11:3]

And Allah the Exalted said:
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Whoever works righteousness, whether male or 
female, while he is a believer—verily, to him We will 

give a good life.
[Surah an-Nahl 16:97]

oi<r>; ^  $  o ' j J j  >
dr*

And if the people of the towns had believed and had 
taqwa  (piety), certainly, We should have opened for 

them blessings from the heaven and the earth.
[Surah a l-A 'rd f7 :96 ]

And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to 
Him, He will make a way out for him. And He 
will provide for him from (sources) he never could 

imagine.
[Surah at-Talaq 65:2-3]

It is understood from these verses that disobeying Allah the Exalted
is a reason for the negation of what would have been obtained
through obeying Him. This is alluded to in the statement of Allah 
the Exalted:

*{ (_£-u! c —l»«dT Uj  ^> JlJ
Evil has appeared on land and sea because o f what

the hands of men have earned...
[Surah ar-R u m  30:41]

[End o f Shaykh ash-Shinqitfs speech]
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Verses 83-86

'Qs- ji—a!^j| LftUil dJUuJ ^
3 u i i  5  E i j j @  ^  ^  o i * s i i j  ^

#*»■! ?!*. c j>^ J -5 CriJ J?* ^  IL-U> IL-La *>\5 J J yJ u j
j j j l i j  ‘- r - 'j^ J  O L l l i ' j  ^J_}^

(!r“̂ j  d ^ * o  ' l / j j  0  <3 s r r ^ '
0  (2̂ ^ '  cr* 3 ^  i 

< 0  ^ J u l i  j £  d M
And that was Our proof which We gave Ibrahim 
against his people. We raise whom We will in degrees. 
Certainly, your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing. And 
We bestowed upon him Is'haq and Ya’qub; each of 
them We guided, and before him, We guided Nuh, 
and among his progeny Dawud, Sulayman, Ayyub, 
Yusuf, Musa, and Harun. Thus do We reward the 
good doers. And Zakariyya, and Yahya and Jesus 
a n d  Ilyas— each one o f them was of the righteous. 
And Isma’il and al-Yasa’, and Yunus and Lut; and 
each one of them We preferred above the creation.

[Surah a l - A n ’am 6:83-86]
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Explanation
Belief in the noble messengers is from the pillars of belief, those 
whom Allah informed us of and those He didn’t inform us of. Allah 
the Exalted said:

And messengers We have mentioned to you before, 
and messengers We have not mentioned to you.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:164]

And He said:

And indeed, We have sent messengers before you (O 
Muhammad); o f some of them We have related to 
you their story and of some We have not related to 

you their story.
[Surah Ghafir 40:78]

The Q ur'an mentions 25 prophets; 18 of them are mentioned in 
the aforementioned verses (Surah al-An’am 6:83-86). The remain­
ing seven are Muhammad, Hud, Salih, Shu’ayb, Adam, Idris, and 
Dhul-Kifl.
This verse contains the most number of prophets mentioned in 
any chapter in the Qur'an. In Surah al-Anbiya, 17 prophets are 
mentioned, and in Surah an-Nisa, 13 prophets are mentioned.
From the 18 prophets mentioned in this verse (Surah al-An’am 
6:83-86), 15 o f them are from the offspring of Ibrahim al-Khalll.
The messengers mentioned in the Q ur'an are mentioned by name, 
and Yunus is also mentioned by his description in two places in the
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Qur'an. Allah said:

 ̂ iZ~®j jl Oydl IjJ

And (remember) the owner o f the fish, when he went 
off in anger.

[Surah al-A nbiya '  21:87]

And in His statement:

So wait with patience for the decision o f your Lord, 
and be not like the companion of the fish, when he 

cried out (to Us) while he was in deep sorrow.
[Surah al-Qalam  68:48]

As for the prophets who lived during the same era: Ibrahim and Lut 
lived together during the same era; Musa and Harun were together 
during the same era; Dawud and Sulayman were together during the 
same era; and Zakariyya, Yahya, and Jesus were together during the 
same era. Yahya and Jesus were maternal cousins.
Hud came after Nuh. Allah the Exalted said:

p s  j j j  j a  i \a >- i f  ji i j ^ j i j  y
And remember that He made you successors alter 

the people o f Nuh.
[Surah a l -A 'ra f7 :69 ]

Salih came after Hud; he said to his people:

^  .5I p  J j y  q a  j l  I j ^ j l j  y

And remember when He made you successors alter
A d .

[Surah  a l -A 'ra f7 :7 4 ]
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Shu’ayb came after Lut, and he said to his people:

U 01 ^  py® h j
J sjJ  ^ js  U J  p y i j l  2 j J *  p y i y l p y i O ^U ^l

And O my people, do not let your opposition 
towards me cause you to suffer the fate similar to 
that o f the people o f Nuh or of Hud or of Salih; and 

the people of Lut are not far off from you!
[Surah H u d  11:89]

Shu’ayb came before Musa and Harun, because Allah mentions the 
people of Nuh, Hud, Salih, Lut, and Shu’ayb and how they were 
destroyed. Then He says:

^  L$jlOl y »  d i l i p  y s d i j  dJJ\ j

Those cities—We relate to you, [O Muhammad], 
some of their news.

[Surah a l-A 'rd f  7:101]

Then He says after that:

i .
Then after them, We sent Musa.

[Surah a l-A 'rd f  7:103]

This is proof that Shu’ayb came before Musa. As for Musa’s father- 
in-law, who is mentioned in Surah al-Qasas— he was a righteous 
man (with the same name), but he was not the prophet Shu’ayb.
Musa came after Yusuf. Allah the Exalted said:

< ^  jjaj  >
And indeed Yusuf did come to you, in times gone by.

[Surah Ghafir 40:34]
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Dawud came after Musa. Allah the Exalted said:

Have you not thought about the group of the 
Children of Israel after (the time of) Musa?

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:246]

{
And Dawud killed Goliath, and Allah gave him the 
kingship and prophethood and taught him from 

that which He willed.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:251]

Verse 153

< o y s  fi&d Ai ^  ^  j i ;
And verily, this is my Straight Path, so follow it, and 
follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you 
away from His path. This He has ordained for you 

that you may become pious.
[Surah al-A n'dm  6:153]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah the Exalted commands us to follow the Straight 
Path of Allah. And this path is what has come to us in the Book of 
Allah and the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah H?. And He forbids 
us from following the paths that differ from this path. He mentioned 
the Straight Path as singular, while He mentioned the deviant paths
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as plural. This is because the path which leads to Allah is one, and it 
is that which comes in the Book and the Sunnah, while the deviant 
paths are many. Similar to this is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

j_yJl j j  oU.Ua.il Ur* j j

j_pi Ur* oy-U ah (UjUJJi \/J&  U r j ' i
oLU ijl j l

Allah is the ally o f those who believe. He brings 
them out from darkness into the light. And those 
who disbelieve— their allies are the false deities.

They take them out of the light into darkness.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:257]

Thus, He refers to the light in the singular form, and the light 
refers to the truth. He refers to the darkness in the plural form, and 
these are the paths of misguidance. Many times in the Qur'an, we 
are commanded to follow the path of guidance and warned against 
following the other paths. Allah said:

oUUii U^jJl 0  uji ujusi
*{ 0  Ut^^3̂  X? OjUa^^Jl jS- j c -

Guide us to the Straight Path; the path of those on 
whom You have bestowed Your grace, not (the path) 
of those who earned Your anger, nor o f those who 

went astray.
[Surah al-Fatilmh 1:6-7]

Thus, the Muslim asks his Lord to guide him to the Straight Path 
and to save him from the paths of those who have earned His anger 
and of those who have gone astray. Allah said:
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Follow, [O mankind], what has been revealed to you 
from your Lord, and do not follow any allies other 

than Him. Little do you remember.
[Surah a l-A 'rd f7 :3 ]

And He said:

l ^ - j '  'j* ^  y
Ol 4j

^  aJ  Ijiyea 'l/j
He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion 
(Islam) which He ordained for Nuh, and that which 
We have inspired in you (O Muhammad), and that 
which We ordained for Ibrahim, Musa, and Jesus, 
saying you should establish religion and make no 

divisions in it.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:13]

And He said:

< j‘J  4 ,0 * °< 4 ^ 4
And let those who oppose his (Muhammad’s) 
commandment beware, lest some fitn ah  befall them 

or a painful torment be inflicted on them.
[Surah a n -N u r  24:63]

Ibn Kathlr said in his tafsir of this verse: “The command of the 
Messenger of Allah 0  is his path, his methodology, his way, his 
Sunnah, and his legislation. Thus, all statements and actions are 
weighed against his statements and actions. That which agrees 
with him is accepted, while that which opposes him is rejected and 
thrown back to the one who said it or did it, regardless of who they 
are. The Messenger of Allah 0  said:
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• yi* i r J ? *  Cr*
Whoever performs an action which is not from our affair, then it is 
rejected.1
“Thus, those who oppose the Messenger 0 — whether inwardly or 
outwardly— must beware lest some fitnah befall them. This means 
a calamity within their heart such as disbelief, hypocrisy, or innova­
tion. And they should beware lest a painful torment is inflicted upon 
them. This painful torment may be killing, receiving the legislated 
punishment, or imprisonment.”
The Messenger of Allah 0  said:

L̂-wLp i j 5.LaL>tJl 
. aJ * > L 3  a p A j  c a p JU  Aj JU * J«  O lS

Surely, whoever from among you lives after me will see a great deal 
of differing. So adhere to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the right­
ly-guided caliphs. Hold on to it and seize it firmly with your back 
molar teeth. Beware o f newly-innovated things, for every innova­
tion is an innovation and every innovation is a going-astray.2
Abdullah bin Mas’ud $£& said:
a J U ^ J  a a ^ ;  'J c  P  J U  i L i x L T  &  ^  \J j>  J  IS p  & 3 -

I^S P  a !1 | ^ X ,  o U 4 i  3  is J i

The Messenger of Allah drew a line with his hand and he said,
“This is the Straight Path o f Allah.” Then he drew lines to the right 
and left, and he said, “These are other paths, and there is no path 
among them except that a devil is upon it, calling to its way.” Then 
the Prophet recited the verse, “Verily, this is the Straight Path, so
1 Sahih Muslim  1718
2 Sunan Abi Dawiid 4607
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follow it and do not follow other paths.”3
Ibn Atiyyah said, “These paths are general to include Judaism, 
Christianity, the Majus, and all the other religions, innovations, 
and misguidance, the people of desires, and those who delve into 
argumentation and rhetoric. All of these groups are prone to 
mistakes, hypocrisy, and evil creed and belief.”

Verse 160

< o p k  5  - f i j  l«JL T  56
Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times 
the like thereof to his credit, and whoever brings an 
evil deed shall have only the recompense o f the like 

thereof, and they will not be wronged.
[Surah al-An'dtn 6:160]

Explanation
This noble verse explains the virtue of Allah the Exalted and His 
justice. He rewards good deeds by multiplying them times ten and 
multiplying some good deeds times seven hundred, and some good 
deeds more than that. As for the evil deeds, He will only count one 
evil deed as one evil deed, or He will pardon that evil deed. Allah the 
Exalted said:

Lgjjpl^aj d-b Sji ^  y
^  ty>-l AjjJ o J jj

Surely! Allah wrongs not even of the weight o f an 
atom, but if there is any good (done), He doubles it,

' Musnad Imam Ahm ad  4423
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and gives from Him a great reward.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:40]

This verse explains other verses which are more general, like the 
statement of Allah:

*>ta aLTLJIj f.\S- 'y>- (.[>- y*
IjJlS' U VI

Whosoever brings good, he shall have the better 
thereof, and whosoever brings evil, then those who 
do evil deeds will only be requited for what they 

used to do.
[Surah al-Qasas 28:84]

And His statement:

jA  JS2*" 5.U- ^  ^
jllil ^  ^  ^

^  Oj L aj u  Vi
Whoever brings a good deed will have better than its 
worth, and they will be safe from the terror on that 
Day. And whoever brings an evil (deed), they will be 
cast down (prone) on their faces in the Fire. (And it 
will be said to them): “Are you being recompensed 

anything except what you used to do?”
[Surah an -N a m l 27:89-90]

The Sunnah explains the reward for the individual if he intends a 
good deed or performs the good deed. Ibn ‘Abbas s§£ said that the 
Prophet 0  said (narrating from his Lord):

j*.* iliJii ^  c o h l f J lJ  oL l^>dl u  -S'  ADt
l ^ s r  ^  OU X f e  ^  5jIp H &\

15 2



Surah  a l -A n 'a m :  Verse 160

p t  £  bu  t% &  Sole JJ &  i* £ f  i« i jb  Jjk
. SA>-IJ Ail î aJ aJJI ;:*T L^leJii

Allah decreed good deeds and bad deeds, then He explained that. 
Whoever thinks o f doing a good deed then does not do it, Allah 
will write it down as one complete good deed. If he thinks o f doing 
a good deed and then does it, Allah the Exalted will write it down 
between 10 and 700 fold, or many more. If he thinks o f doing a bad 
deed then he does not do it, Allah will write it down as one complete 
good deed, and if he thinks of it then does it, Allah will write it 
down as one bad deed.4
Ibn Kathir said in his explanation o f this verse:
Know: The one who abandons a sin is of three categories. Sometimes, 
the person will abandon the sin for the sake of Allah. A good deed is 
written for this person because he left the sin for the sake of Allah. 
This is an action of the intention; for this reason, it is mentioned 
that he receives a good deed for this. As it appears in the authentic 
narration:

• J*  ^
Surely, he only abandoned it for My sake.

Sometimes, the person abandons the sin because he forgets about 
it or becomes distracted from it. This is not for him or against him, 
because he did not intend good or evil by his action.
Sometimes, the person abandons the sin because he is unable to 
commit the sin. This individual is in the same position as the person 
who committed the sin. The Prophet 0  said:

J J  .jllil L«_gi JiS* Ih i j L l l i J l  4 j l i j
S 1 3 1  J l i  J j i k J i  J u ;  u i  y & \  \Sa  & \  J y - 3  b

“If two Muslims confront each other with swords, and one kills the 
other, they will both be in Hell.” It was said, “O Messenger of Allah,
1 Sahih al-Bukhdri 6491
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(we understand about) the killer, but what about the one who is 
killed?” He said, “He wanted to kill his companion.”5
[End o f Ibn Kathlr’s speech]
As for the narration:

The intention of the believer is better than his action.
This narration is weak, as mentioned by Shaykh al-Albani and 
others.6

Verses 162—163

4-0 3 1°j*
3 ji  u tj o °J  v  0

g)
Say (O Muhammad): “Verily, my prayer, my sacri­
fice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord 
of all that exists. He has no partner. And of this I 
have been commanded, and I am the first of the 

Muslims.”
[Surah a l-A n'dm  6:162-163]

Explanation
This verse contains sincerity of worship to Allah alone. This includes 
worship of the body, such as prayer, and worship which involves 
wealth, such as sacrificing an animal to get close to Allah the 
Exalted. The entire life is for Allah such that the person spends his

5 Sunan an-Nasd 'i 4118
6 Silsilah ad-Daifab 2789
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life worshiping and obeying Allah. This is the arena of action which 
will produce fruits and bring about a reward after death.
Ibn Kathir said in his explanation o f this verse:
Allah the Exalted commanded him (the Prophet) to tell those pagans 
who worshiped other than Allah, and sacrificed in names other than 
the name of Allah, that he opposed them in all o f that. For surely, 
his prayer was for Allah, and his sacrifice was in the name of Allah 
alone, without partners. This is similar to the statement of Allah:

Therefore, turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice 
(to Him only).

[Surah a l-K aw th ar  108:2]

This means “purify for Allah your prayer and your sacrifice.” The 
pagans used to pray to the idols and sacrifice for them. Thus, Allah 
commanded the Prophet ?§§ to oppose them and the deviancy they 
were upon, and to turn and devote his intention towards Allah and 
have firmness in making all worship sincerely for Allah alone.
His statement: “and I am the first of the Muslims.” Qatadah said, 
“Meaning: I am the first Muslim from this ummahl And this is 
correct because all the prophets before him invited their people to 
Islam, and their foundational principle was to worship Allah alone 
without partners. As Allah said:

i  &  a  Vt J j i j
{ o j i i u  e! y

And We did not send any messenger before you (O 
Muhammad) except that We inspired him, (saying):
“None has the right to be worshiped but I (Allah), 

so worship Me (alone and none else).”
[Surah a l-Anbiya' 21:25]

Allah informs us o f what Nuh said to his people:

15 5



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

J ip  Vi ^  U i ou  >
^  0_4 "̂ Ol a_JJ\

“But if you turn away, then no reward have I asked 
of you; my reward is only from Allah, and I have 

been commanded to be one o f the Muslims.”
[Surah Y u n u s  10:72]

And He said:

J iJ j  aO Ju J a  S/l c? ' 4 -^ 4  0 * 5  y

0  ^ u j i  d y  i l b i  4 3  aJ 3 is i i  ©

4_Ul 0 | U A-jj 4 ? 1 ^ 5 5
4  ©  jjblj j iJ J l  J i3

And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim 
except him who befools himself? Truly, We chose 
him in this world, and verily, in the Hereafter, he 
will be among the righteous. When his Lord said to 
him, “Submit!” He said, “I have submitted myself 
(as a Muslim) to the Lord of all that exists.” And 
Ibrahim instructed his sons [to do the same], and 
[so did] Ya’qub, [saying], “O my sons, indeed Allah 
has chosen for you this religion, so do not die except 

while you are Muslims.”
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:130-132]

Yusuf said:

J o ^  dr? j£ ^ * 5  4 ^ '  b*- l 4 3
- C c 0

j  j j  ^ \ j  o i j u i J i

^  LJd«v« Y_?t ^ 5  IdijJl
“My Lord! You have indeed bestowed on me of the
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sovereignty, and taught me the interpretation of 
dreams; the (only) Creator o f the heavens and the 
earth! You are my Protector in this world and in the 
Hereafter; cause me to die as a Muslim and join me 

with the righteous.”
[Surah Y u s u f  12:101]

Musa said:

1 y  4-1*4 o! ^ji t) y* ^
^  UK'j; J j '  J *  0  OJ

y*  UAjJ (0  ^y*]\]a]\ Ujo^j
{  0

And Musa said, “O my people! If you have believed 
in Allah, then put your trust in Him, if you are 
Muslims.” So they said, “Upon Allah do we rely. Our 
Lord, make us not [objects of] trial for the wrong­
doing people. And save us by Your mercy from the 

disbelieving folk.”
[Surah Y u n u s  10:84-86]

And Allah the Exalted said:

C j j j  Ifci S\jj}\ Gjil \jJ )
(  O jilg jlj  I j i l i  y jA i  I j i b l  y j j \

Verily, We did send down the Torah; therein was 
guidance and light by which the prophets, who 
submitted themselves to Allah’s will, judged the 
Jews. And the rabbis and the priests [also judged the 
Jews by the Torah], for to them was entrusted the 

protection of Allah’s Book.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:44]

Thus, Allah informs us that He sent His messengers with Islam, but 
the difference was concerning their specific laws and guidelines. Each
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nation would abrogate some laws of the previous, until the legis­
lation given to Muhammad i s  abrogated all previous legislations, 
and his legislation will never be abrogated. And it will continue to 
be victorious and aided until the Day of Judgment. The Prophet fH 
said:

J Sy?-I
The prophets are paternal brothers; their mothers are different, but 
their religion is the same.7
[End o f Ibn Kathir’s speech]
The religion which is one is the worship of Allah alone without 
partners, even if the legislation differs. Thus, the legislation has the 
position of the mother.

Sahih al-Bukhari 3259; Sahih Muslim 2365
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Surah al-A'raf

Verse 180

o t$ \  ^  ^  ( j p J J i  j.uj-S/1 J j j  )
^  IjJlS" L« aJLw iI

And (all) the most beautiful names belong to Allah, 
so call on Him by them and leave the company of 
those who belie or deny His names. They will be 

requited for what they used to do.
[Surah a l-A 'rd f  7:180]

Explanation
The names of Allah; all of them are beautiful, meaning His names 
are the epitome of beauty and completeness. Allah describes Himself 
with perfection in the following verses:

{  iT y *  y \ y  i i i  >
Allah, none has the right to be worshiped but He! To 

Him belong the best names.
[Surah Ta-Ha 20:8]

And His statement:

{  \ J L &  I aJ >
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To Him belong the best names.
[Surah al-Hashr 59:24]

Knowledge of Allah’s names and attributes is a matter of the unseen 
which is only known by way of revelation. Thus, we affirm for 
Allah the Exalted that which He affirms for Himself, and likewise 
we affirm His names and attributes that have been affirmed by the 
Prophet We affirm His names and attributes in a way that befits 
His perfection and majesty without saying “how” His names and 
attributes are, and without resembling Him to the creation, and 
without distorting or denying His names and attributes. Allah the 
Exalted said:

^  J .. ,|3;" \ ^Aj
There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 

All-Hearer, the All-Seer.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:11]

In this verse, Allah’s attributes are affirmed with the statement “and 
He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer,” and He is above resembling His 
creation in the statement “there is nothing like unto Him.”
The names of Allah are not limited to a particular number. This is 
proven in the hadith of Ibn Mas’ud. The Prophet ^  said:

di_LP dl-Lp j*-* 1-Lp  I*
jS y  idLvl cdijLai J a p  ^  dJbcd

f t t c
^  ( t f.OIjAJI Ol di-Up  ..*1' Aj C U j l  dJ-ifb*-

Ajy>- j  <UA 4JJI 'ill i ̂ oA ^ j [a Sj  y -  < S j - j y  J
. f

. U-y  aIujIj
No person suffers any anxiety or grief and says, “O Allah, I am Your 
slave, son of Your slave, son of Your female slave; my forelock is in 
Your hand, Your command over me is forever executed, and Your 
decree over me is just. I ask You by every name belonging to You
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with which You named Yourself, or revealed in Your Book, or You 
taught to any of Your creation, or You have preserved in the knowl­
edge of the unseen with You, that You make the Qur'an the life of 
my heart and the light o f my breast, and a departure for my sorrow 
and a release for my anxiety,” except that Allah will take away his 
sorrow and grief, and give him joy in their stead.1
As for the narration of the Prophet tfe:

^  I *̂ 1 iJU Lwl 'y.j'JLjf <oLLj aJJ Oi
Indeed, Allah has 99 names, 100 minus one; whoever learns them 
will enter Paradise.2
This does not prove that Allah’s names are limited to this number. 
Rather, it proves that, from Allah’s names, there are 99 of them, 
and whoever is able to learn these names will enter Paradise. For 
example: If someone says, “I have 100 books which I have prepared 
for the students of knowledge,” this does not prove that he only has 
100 books. There is no authentic hadith that enumerates the names 
of Allah.
In my explanation of the book Al-Muqaddimah by Ibn Abl Zayd 
al-Qayrawanl, I listed 99 names from the beautiful names of Allah 
in alphabetical order. Next to each name, I mentioned the proof for 
that name from the Book or the Sunnah. Allah is called upon by His 
names. The person says, “O  Aziz, grant me strength; O Provider, 
provide for me; O  Rahman, have mercy upon me.” The person seeks 
nearness to Allah by calling upon Him with His names and attri­
butes.
Deviation concerning Allah’s names and attributes means turning 
away from that which is proven and leaning towards that which 
has no proof or evidence. Al-Qurtubi said in his explanation of this 
verse, “Deviance concerning Allah’s names and attributes is from 
three angles. One angle is to change the name, as the pagans did.

1 Musnad Imam Ahmad 3 7 12
2 Sahih al-Bukhari 2736; Sahih Muslim  2677
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They took the names and applied them to their idols; thus, they 
took the name of their pagan god al-Lat from the name ‘Allah’. They 
took the name of their pagan god al-‘Uzza from the name ‘al-Aziz’. 
And they took the name of their pagan god Manah from the name 
al-Mannan. This was mentioned by Ibn ‘Abbas and Qatadah. The 
second angle is by adding something to the name, and the third 
angle is by subtracting something from the name. The meaning of 
‘adding something’ to His names is to resemble Him to His creation. 
And the meaning of ‘subtracting something’ from His names is to 
negate His names or attributes. Those who resemble Allah to His 
creation are describing Him with something they have no authority 
to describe Him with. Those who negate His names or attributes are 
removing something He has described Himself with.”

Verses 199—200

Ail aJJIj ^ y  .Tl

Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn 
away from the foolish. And if  an evil whisper comes 
to you from the Shaytan, then seek refuge with 

Allah. Verily, He is All-Hearer, All-Knower.
[Surah a l -A 'ra f  7:199-200]

Explanation
Al-Qurtubl said in his tafiir of this verse, “These verses contain 
three statements which contain the principles of the legislation 
for commands and prohibitions. His statement ‘show forgive­
ness’ includes repairing the ties with those whom the ties have 
been broken with, and pardoning those who have sinned, showing 
kindness to the believers and other manners from those who are
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obedient to Allah. His statement ‘enjoin what is good’ includes 
keeping the ties of kinship, having taqwa of Allah in the permissi­
ble and impermissible affairs, lowering the gaze, and preparing for 
the eternal abode. His statement ‘and turn away from the foolish’ 
is incitement to attach to knowledge and incitement to turn away 
from the oppressive people. And turn away from arguing with the 
foolish and do not be on the same level as the ignorant.”
It has been narrated from Ja’far bin as-Sadiq that he said, “In this 
verse, Allah commanded His Prophet to have good manners, and 
there is not found in the Q ur'an more good manners combined in 
one verse.”
Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said in his book Adwa 
al-Bayan:
This verse explains how to deal with the ignorant devils from 
mankind and the jinn. As for the shayatin from among mankind, 
they are handled with leniency, pardon, and turning away from his 
ignorance and evil. As for the shayatin from the jinn, the only way 
to deal with him is to seek refuge with Allah from him. He said in 
the first part of the verse, “Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, 
and turn away from the foolish.” He said in the second part of the 
verse, “And if an evil whisper comes to you from the Shaytan, then 
seek refuge with Allah. Verily, He is All-Hearer, All-Knower.” This is 
also explained in two other places. He said in Surah al-Mu'minun 
concerning the devils from amongst mankind:

Repel evil with that which is better. We are best-ac­
quainted with the things they utter.

[Surah a l -M u 'm in u n  23:96]

And in another verse, He said about the devils from the jinn :

*{ 0  J i  O j  dX>
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And say: “My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the 
whisperings of the devils. And I seek refuge with 
You, My Lord, lest they may attend (or come near)

me.”
[Surah a l -M u 'm in u n  23:97-98]

He said in Surah Fussilat about the devils from mankind:

SjlJiP. d i g  l i t i  ^ J ~ \  $ > \  >

i
Repel (the evil) with one which is better; then, verily, 
he between whom and you there was enmity, (will 

become) as though he was a close friend.
[Surah Fussilat 41:34]

Here, He mentions that not everyone will be able to do this; rather, 
only those given a great portion will be able to do this. He said:

j i  y \  u d f c  U j  N l lA l i l j  U j  >

< r &
But none is granted it (the above quality) except 
those who are patient, and none is granted it except 

the owner o f the great portion.
[Surah Fussilat 41:35]

Then He said about the devils from the jinn :

jA 4_Lib OILlwAJI Ij A Ujj

And if an evil whisper from the Shaytan tries to 
turn you away (O Muhammad), then seek refuge in 
Allah. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.

[Surah Fussilat 41:36]

[End of Shaykh ash-Shinqiti’s speech]
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Surah al-Anfal

Verse 64

< ^  i t e i  a i l  ( j?  15 >
O Prophet (Muhammad)! Allah is sufficient for you 

and for the believers who follow you.
[Surah al-Anfal 8:64]

Explanation
The scholars differ concerning the meaning o f this verse. Some say it 
means that Allah is sufficient for you, and the believers who follow 
you are sufficient for you. Others say it means that Allah is sufficient 
for you and He is sufficient for the believers who follow you. The 
most correct viewpoint is the second statement, because Allah is the 
only one W ho is sufficient. He is sufficient for the Prophet 0  and 
He is sufficient for the believers who follow him. For this reason, He 
said in the verse which comes before this verse:

iJJl jJlLJ- OU Jl \j AjJ  Ojj y

And if they intend to deceive you, then verily, Allah 
is All-Sufficient for you. He it is Who has supported 

you with His help and with the believers.
[Surah al-Anfal 8:62]

Thus, He connected sufficiency to Himself alone, and He connected
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to Himself His help by granting the believer success in assisting the 
Prophet %.
Allah the Exalted said:

Would that they were contented with what Allah 
and His Messenger gave them and had said, “Allah 
is sufficient for us. Allah will give us o f His bounty, 
and (also) His Messenger. We implore Allah (to 

enrich us).”
[Surah a t-Tawbah 9:59]

So He attached being sufficient to Himself and placing hope in Him 
alone, while He attached what was given to them to Himself and the 
Messenger He said:

4 ^  j*  y
And give them something yourselves out o f the 
wealth of Allah which He has bestowed upon you.

[Surah a n -N u r  24:33]

And He said:

And they could not find any cause to do so except 
that Allah and His Messenger had enriched them of 

His bounty.
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:74]

He said:

And [remember, O Muhammad], when you said 
to the one on whom Allah bestowed favor and you
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bestowed favor...
[Surah a l-A hzab  33:37]

Thus, He attached giving, enriching, and [bestowing] favors to Allah 
and to other than Him, but sufficiency is only connected to Allah. 
Allah praised the believers by saying:

Those unto whom the people said, “Verily, the 
people (pagans) have gathered against you (a great 
army), so fear them.” But it (only) increased them 
in faith, and they said, “Allah (alone) is sufficient for 

us, and He is the best disposer o f affairs (for us).”
[Surah A l i  'Imran 3:173]

Verse 70

O Prophet! Say to the captives that are in your 
hands: “If Allah knows any good in your hearts, He 
will give you good better than what has been taken 
from you, and He will forgive you, and Allah is 

Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”
[Surah al-Anfal 8:70]

Explanation
In this verse, the word “good” (]3ik) appears twice. The first time, it 
is mentioned in contrast to evil. This is similar to His statement:
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i  0  ' r 5,
So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an 
atom shall see it. And whosoever does evil equal to 

the weight of an atom shall see it.
[Surah az-Zalzalah 99:7-8]

The second mention of this word is a noun of preference meaning 
“better.” Both of these meanings are mentioned in the statement of 
the Prophet

*i 1
The best of you is the one whose goodness is hoped for, and whose 
evil the people are safe from. And the worst of you is he whose 
goodness is not hoped for, and whose evil the people are not safe 
from.1

Jdm i' at- Tirmidhi 2263
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Surah at-Tawbah

Verse 100

0  ̂f ̂  ' I \ '  '  0 * °' * ttt * . .  ̂ 0 . *jt-fJ ^P 'J <up j j  4-U> O ^^L)
dJJi IAjI l ^ i  ^-01^- jl& 'Jl l£_y>*j olisf-

< ^ J l  j)iJ!
And the first to embrace Islam of the Muhajirun 
and the Ansar and also those who followed them in 
goodness; Allah is well-pleased with them as they are 
well-pleased with Him. He has prepared for them 
gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein 

forever. That is the supreme success.
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:100]

Explanation
This verse contains information from Allah that He is pleased with 
the first and foremost from the Muhajirun (those who migrated to 
Madinah from Makkah) and the Ansar (those who aided them), 
and those who follow them in goodness. He has prepared for them 
gardens of bliss in Paradise, and this is the greatest success. The 
Companions of the Prophet (Hf are the best of this ummah, and this 
ummah is the best of all nations. There are many verses clarifying 
their virtues, and Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased 
with Him.
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Ibn Kathlr said, “Allah informs us that He is pleased with the first 
and foremost from the Muhajirun, the Ansar, and those who follow 
them in goodness. And they are pleased with Him and what He 
has prepared for them within gardens of Paradise. As Shu’bah said, 
‘The first and foremost from the Muhajirun, the Ansar, and those 
who followed them, are those who attended the Pledge of Ridwan 
during the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah. And it was said by Abu Musa 
al-Ash’arl, Sa’id bin Musayyib, Muhammad bin Slrln, al-Hasan, and 
Qatadah that they are those who prayed towards both prayer direc­
tions behind the Prophet W-’
“And he said, ‘Allah the Great has informed us that He is pleased with 
the first and foremost from the Muhajirun, the Ansar, and those that 
follow them in goodness, so woe to those that hate them and insult 
them or hate and insult some of them! Especially those who insult 
the best Companions after the Messenger o f Allah iH, meaning Abu 
Bakr as-Siddiq The deviant Rafidah have animosity towards the 
best Companions; they hate them and insult them. And refuge is 
sought with Allah. This is proof that their intellects are backwards 
and their hearts are inverted. So how can they believe in the Qur'an 
while they insult those with whom Allah is pleased? As for Ahlus- 
Sunnah, they are pleased with those whom Allah is pleased with, 
and they insult those whom Allah and His Messenger insult. They 
befriend those whom Allah has befriended and they show animos­
ity to those towards whom Allah shows animosity. They follow and 
they do not innovate. They are the successful party of Allah and His 
believing slaves.’”
Our Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said in his book Adwa 
al-Baydn, “Allah the Exalted clearly stated in this noble verse that 
those who follow the first and foremost from the Muhajirun, the 
Ansar, and those that follow them in goodness are included along 
with them in receiving the pleasure of Allah and the promise to 
abide forever in Paradise. In another verse, He explains that those 
who follow the first and foremost will share the good with them. He 
said:

{  r f i  ^  }
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Also to others among them (Muslims) who have not 
yet joined them.

[Surah al-Jumu'ah 62:3]

“And His statement:

And those who came after them say, “Our Lord!
Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded us 
in faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred against 
those who have believed. Our Lord! You are indeed 

full o f kindness, Most Merciful.”
[Surah al-Hashr 59:10]

“It is not hidden that Allah the Exalted clearly stated that He is 
pleased with the first and foremost from the Muhajirun, the Ansar, 
and those that follow them in goodness. This is clear evidence from 
the Qur'an that those who insult and hate them are misguided 
and in opposition to Allah the Exalted, as they hate those Allah is 
pleased with. And there is no doubt that whoever hates those Allah 
is pleased with is opposing Allah the Exalted.”

Verse 119

^  ljA>! lyi^l ^ ^
O you who believe! Be afraid o f Allah, and be with 

those who are truthful.
[Surah  at-Tazvbah 9:119]
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Explanation
During the battle of Tabuk, the Messenger of Allah commanded 
all the men to attend the battle, and he did not give anyone permis­
sion to remain behind from this battle except for those who had an 
excuse, like sickness. From those who stayed behind from the battle 
without an excuse were three noble Companions jig. And when they 
were questioned as to why they remained behind, they were truth­
ful. This story is mentioned in the long narration of Ka’b bin Malik. 
When the Messenger of Allah %  asked him why he did not attend 
the battle, he said:

'ot Jlij (jilt j i i  y  ^  ’)  ajij J i  

gA  i i S l i  y  T y i  j j j  .si\. y T  S iy . 12 ,

aIJI j Ap 4̂ 3 4̂ £ J
4JJI J jd - j  J l i i  . d»h£- o.aIjAJ C.-.’-C Id

. dJdi 4UI ^ . i a ^ _ S i  JiJU^ JJii l_U> lil 4JIp 4J1II
“I swear by Allah, if  I were to sit before anyone other than you of 
those who hold high positions in this world, I would find a way to 
avoid his anger. I am an eloquent man, but, by Allah, I know that 
if I were to tell you a lie today to make you pleased with me, Allah 
would soon make you angry with me; if I tell you the truth, it will 
make you angry with me, but I will still have the hope that Allah 
may forgive me. I have never been in a better position, physically 
or financially, than the time when I stayed behind and did not join 
you.” The Messenger o f Allah -afe said, “This man has spoken the 
truth. Go away until Allah decides concerning you.”1
Allah saved him and his two companions— Murrah bin ar-Rabl’ah 
and Hilal bin Umayyah— due their truthfulness. Allah sent down 
His acceptance of their repentance in His statement:

1 Sunan an-Nasa i 731
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c-iU? bi \J&- lyU- j £ j  y
V J  \pe>} *\ cJU ?j ^

y> a n  o n ^  o i :  Ji aIJi Nj J j '  ^  U L.
<

And (He did forgive also) the three left behind until 
for them the earth, vast as it is, was straitened and 
their own selves were straitened to them, and they 
perceived that there is no fleeing from Allah, and no 
refuge but with Him. Then, He accepted their repen­
tance so they might repent (unto Him). Verily, Allah 
is the one Who accepts repentance, Most Merciful.

[Surah at-Tawbah 9:118]

It was from the gratitude of Ka’b bin Malik towards his Lord 
when He saved him due to his truthfulness that he continued to 
adhere to truthfulness. He said in this long narration:

N  Ol U j I  4JJI Ol 3 y * j  b

j  &\ Sbol u  J j i j i  t i - j ;  u  u lu*  Ni

<ui i n  lU i. i i i  u  i l .
c—jA; LLj <dJl ĵajL>xj 01 y’rĵ  î \} 4 bdiT UJs

£ ^ 1  Lfip- i l l  I - ^ }  <u !p  <UJl J j i l j

• £* ' y / j )  «$> j )
“O Messenger of Allah, Allah only saved me due to truthfulness, 
so it is a part o f my repentance to only tell the truth as long as I 
am alive. By Allah, I do not know anyone of the Muslims whom 
Allah has helped more in telling the truth than me. Since I have 
mentioned that truth to the Messenger o f Allah ^  till today, I have 
never intended to tell a lie. I hope that Allah will also save me (from 
telling lies) the rest of my life.” So Allah revealed to His Messenger
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the verse, “Verily, Allah has forgiven the Prophet, the Muhajirin...” 
(up to His saying) “and be with those who are truthful.”2
He commanded His believing slave to have taqwa of Him by 
obeying His commands and avoiding His prohibitions, and to be 
with those who are truthful, such as the Companions of the Prophet 
tfe. Allah describes the Muhajirun in His statement:

& 'A -A ' >
aJ jA jJ  4—UI Ojj *0 •->_) b l 4 _ U l  'y* jyJCCj

For the poor emigrants who were expelled from their 
homes and their properties, seeking bounty from 
Allah and [His] approval, and supporting Allah and 
His Messenger, [there is also a share]. Those are the 

truthful.
[Surah al-Hashr 59:8]

The Prophet %  said:

A^J! j l  j l  o lj j l  j l  j lu a jI  o u  (ilwaJL
aJ  j L  ^1) JX^aJl (J»W2j J^ r^ l JljJ Uj

j^?*_ajl j l  O aSsJI Oli O JisJ lj j*S'LI  ̂ aJlJI
LSvJI JLijSL jllil j l  0|3

. aids' a)JI aIp  C^Ssj j ? -
You must be truthful, for truthfulness leads to righteousness and 
righteousness leads to Paradise. A man will keep speaking the truth 
and striving to speak the truth until he will be recorded with Allah 
as a speaker of the truth. Beware of telling lies, for lying leads to 
immorality and immorality leads to the Hellfire. A man will keep 
telling lies and striving to tell lies until he is recorded with Allah as

: Sahih al-Bukhari 4418
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Surah  at-Taw bah: Verse 128

a liar.3

Verse 128

Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger 
(Muhammad) from amongst yourselves. It grieves 
him that you should receive any injury or difficulty. 
He is anxious over you; for the believers, (he is) full 

of pity, kind, and merciful.
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:128]

Explanation
This noble verse explains the greatest favor that Allah bestowed upon 
His slaves, which was sending His noble messenger Muhammad 0  
to guide them to the truth and to remove them from the many paths 
of darkness to the light. Allah the Exalted said:

^  q J a y i]  J l i  y» \y \£  Ojj
Indeed, Allah conferred a great favor on the 
believers when He sent among them a messenger 
(Muhammad) from among themselves, reciting unto 
them His verses, and purifying them, and instruct­
ing them (in) the Book (the Qur'an) and wisdom 
while before that, they had been in manifest error.

[Surah  A l i  'Im ran  3:164]

3 Sahih Muslim 4721
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This verse includes great attributes of the Prophet iH. He was diligent 
in guiding the people and giving them what would benefit them and 
grant them success in this world and the Hereafter. He grieved over 
everything that would bring the believers harm or difficulty. And he 
was kind and full of pity towards the believers. In this verse, he is 
described as “kind and merciful,” and there are verses in the Qur'an 
wherein Allah describes Himself as “kind and merciful.” The attri­
butes of Allah are in accordance with His majesty and nothing from 
the creation resembles Him. Allah the Exalted said:

There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Surah ash-Shurd 42:11]
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Surah Yunus

Verse 25

£LLj jlS jf-J.j 4_UIJ ^
<

Allah calls to the home of peace and guides whom 
He wills to a Straight Path.

[Surah Y u n u s  10:25]

Explanation
When Allah made a similitude for this worldly life and explained 
that it is passing away and coming to an end, He informed us that 
He calls His slaves to the abode o f salam, and this is Paradise. It 
is the abode of everlasting bliss. It is the abode that is safe from 
injury, harm, and decrease. Then He informed His slaves that from 
those who are called are those who have been guided to the Straight 
Path that leads to success in this life and the next. The ummah 
of Muhammad Ife is divided into two nations: the ummah that 
is invited to Islam and the ummah that has accepted the call and 
entered Islam. The ummah that is invited to Islam includes all the 
jinn  and mankind since the time the Prophet 0  was sent until the 
Day of Judgment. The ummah that accepted the call are those whom 
Allah has granted success, guided to the truth, and entered into the 
religion of pure monotheism.
His statement: “Allah calls to the home of peace”— This verse
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includes both nations. Allah calls everyone to the abode of Paradise.
His statement: “and guides whom He wills to a Straight Path”— This 
verse refers to those who are guided to Islam. Those whom Allah 
wills to guide are the ummah who accepts the call. The call is given 
to everyone, while guidance to the Straight Path is for those whom 
Allah wills to guide.
The guidance mentioned in this verse is the guidance of success 
which only Allah possesses. He negated this type of guidance for His 
Prophet Sfe in His statement:

Verily! You (O Muhammad) guide not whom you 
like, but Allah guides whom He wills.

[Surah al-Qasas 28:56]

As for the guidance of information, direction, and clarity, Allah has 
affirmed this for His Prophet sg.

And verily, you (O Muhammad) are indeed guiding 
to the Straight Path.

[Surah ash-Shura 42:52]

This verse means, “You guide everyone to the Straight Path,” 
meaning the Prophet M  directs and clarifies guidance.

Verse 26

For those who have done good is the best and even
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Surah  Y u n u s:  V erse 26

more. Neither darkness nor dust nor any humili­
ating disgrace shall cover their faces. They are the 
dwellers o f Paradise; they will abide therein forever.

[Surah Y u n u s  10:26]

Explanation
Those who do good in their worship of their Lord and do good 
towards others by way of the various means of good, their reward 
with their Lord will be good; and this good is Paradise. The “even 
more” mentioned in this verse is looking at the Face o f Allah. The 
Prophet 0  said:

“When the people of Paradise enter Paradise, Allah will say, ‘Do you 
want anything more?’ They will say, ‘Have You not brightened our 
faces, admitted us to Paradise, and saved us from Hell?’ Then the 
veil will be lifted and they will not have seen anything more dear 
to them than looking upon their Lord, may He be glorified and 
exalted. This is what is meant by ‘even more.’” Then he recited the 
verse: “For those who have done good is the best reward and even 
more.”
This narration proves that the explanation of “even more” is looking 
at the Face of Allah the Exalted. The believers seeing Allah in the 
Hereafter is mentioned in various verses. Allah the Exalted said:

*{ ©  •^‘y  )*
Some faces that Day shall be shining and radiant, 

looking at their Lord.
[Surah a l-Q iyam ah  75:22-23]
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And His statement:

Nay! Surely, they (evildoers) will be veiled from 
seeing their Lord that Day.

[Surah al-Mutaffifiu 83:15]

This verse is proof that the believers will see their Lord in the 
Hereafter, because the disbelievers will be veiled from seeing Allah 
due to His anger upon them; so this is proof that His allies will see 
Him due to Him being pleased with them. This has been mentioned 
by Imam ash-Shafi’l. The ahadith that mention this have numerous 
chains of narrations, numbering close to 30 Companions.

Verses 62—63

®  o y j i ;  J i  ijjU S i J j '  01 V!
^  (jj) Ojihj \jj\S~j  Ijjcd ^ d j l

No doubt! Verily, allies of Allah—no fear shall come 
upon them nor shall they grieve, those who believed 

and used to fear Allah much.
[Surah Y u n u s  10:62-63]

Explanation
These noble verses explain that the allies of Allah are the believers 
who have taqwa. They are those who believe in the lordship of Allah, 
His divinity, and His names and attributes. They fear Him, they obey 
His commands, and they avoid His prohibitions. Everyone who is a 
pious believer is an ally of Allah. Allegiance with Allah is not limited 
to a particular individual who claims this. You find that some people 
exaggerated concerning these individuals until they gave them rights 
which are only due to Allah.
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Ibn Kathir said when explaining this verse: “Allah the Exalted 
informs us that His allies are those who believe and have taqwa. 
Thus, everyone who has taqwa of Allah is an ally to Allah, and no 
fear shall come upon them from what they will encounter from the 
terrors of the Hereafter. And they shall not grieve because of what 
they left behind in this worldly life.”
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Surah Hud

Verse 6

And no living creature is there on earth but its provi­
sion is due from Allah. And He knows its dwelling 

place and its deposit. All is in a clear Book.
[Surah H u d  11:6]

Explanation
Allah the Exalted informed us in this noble verse that every creature 
that crawls upon the earth, on the land and in the sea, relies upon 
Him for their provision. That which Allah has decreed for them will 
reach them. He knows its dwelling place and its deposit. The dwell­
ing place is where they seek shelter and the deposit is the place where 
they die. It is also said that “dwelling place” refers to the womb and 
“deposit” refers to the loins. Both meanings have been narrated from 
Ibn Kathlr from Ibn ‘Abbas
The moving, unmoving, and provision of all creatures is in a clear 
Book. This is the Preserved Tablet. Allah the Exalted said:
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Su rah  H u d : Verse 6

No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves but 
it is inscribed in the Book of Decrees, before We 

bring it into existence.
[Surah a l-H adid  57:22]

And He said:

rij >  v j  j # \  j  #  u j  >
" '  # " j,

There is not a moving (living) creature on earth, 
nor a bird that flies with its two wings, but they are 
communities like you. We have neglected nothing in 

the Book.
[Surah a l-A n'dm  6:38]

The Messenger of Allah III said:

J ^  o u  v J I j i  j  aJi i«f!
u  i j i i  v Jiw i j  a n  iy ;ii  fiajt o ij i«Sjj

■f> u '> si
O people, fear Allah and take a legislated means in seeking a living, 
for no soul will die until it has received all its provision, even if it is 
slow in coming. So fear Allah and take a legislated means in seeking 
provision; take that which is permissible and leave that which is
forbidden1. 2
The Messenger of Allah 0  said:

j j j s  > 1 1  ’S j ° )  U S ' f t p  J *  u f e  ^  ' )
. \j Ijaj Uj>-

If you were to rely upon Allah with the required reliance, then He 
would provide for you just as a bird is provided for: it goes out in

Translator’s note: Translation based upon the explanation o f Shaykh al-Albanl.
! Sunan Ibn Mdjah 2144
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the morning empty and returns full.3

Verse 112

So remain upright as you have been commanded, 
[you] and those who have turned in repentance with 
you, and do not transgress. Indeed, He is All-Seer of 

what you do.
[Surah H u d  11:112]

Explanation
In this noble verse, Allah the Exalted commands His Prophet and 
his ummah to be upright upon the commands of Allah. Uprightness 
means to adhere to what comes in the Book of Allah and the Sunnah 
of His Messenger This is by obeying His commands to the best 
of one’s ability and avoiding His prohibitions. The Messenger of 
Allah %  said:

o x0 ' o t t' I A ' * t '  ° \' *0' 0 c-'-’o I  —. A s I jJV i Aj  U j  c a y S S ^ -X i A sS- L«

What I have forbidden for you, avoid. What I have ordered you [to 
do], do as much of it as you can.4
When one of the Companions requested advice from the Prophet 
ffe, he advised him to be upright. Sufyan bin Abdillah ath-Thaqafl 
i§i said:

i  V y  J  J  35  \ & \  b '

3 Jdmi ’ at- Tirmidhi 2344
4 Sahih al-Bukhdri 7288; Sahih Muslim  7113
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Surah  H u d: Verse 112

. i  +p  aDI< o-U1 :J5  : J l i
I said, “O Messenger o f Allah, tell me something about Islam which 
I can ask o f no one but you.” He said, “Say: ‘I believe in Allah,’ and 
then be upright.”5
Allah informs us that the reward for those who are upright is 
Paradise.

l i p -  ip u iu i  p  d l l  \2j ijJis jjd Ji 01 >
l ®  0j j ''Jj

*{ ®  O y U jJ  JjlS"" U j

Indeed, those who have said, “Our Lord is Allah,” 
and then remain upright— there will be no fear 
concerning them, nor will they grieve. Such shall be 
the dwellers o f Paradise, abiding therein (forever), a 

reward for what they used to do.
[Surah a l-A hqaf  46:13-14]

p p P  J i l i lo i  p  illi  Ktj JJU j j . i l  o | >
<Ua>Jlj ly J ijlj  J j  j>*j Ijilio  Vi 4^d*A0Jl
U-Ul olUJI ^  ©  OjAPyJ (t^5

U p j j  pJL aJI L?£t i J  U
<  0  ^  c r  0  J

Verily, those who say, “Our Lord is Allah (alone),” 
and then they are upright— on them the angels 
will descend (at the time of their death) (saying), 
“Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the glad tidings 
of Paradise which you have been promised! We have 
been your friends in the life o f this world and are 
(so) in the Hereafter. Therein you shall have (all)

5 Sahih Muslim 159
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that your inner selves desire, and therein you shall 
have (all) that you ask for, as accommodation from a 

[Lord who is] forgiving and merciful.”
[Surah Fussilat 41:30-32]

Ibn Kathir said, “Allah the Exalted commands His Messenger and 
His believing slaves to be firm and continue upon uprightness. This 
is the greatest help against the enemy and those who oppose them. 
His statement ‘and do not transgress’ is a command to not exceed 
the bounds, even against a pagan. And know for sure that Allah sees 
all the actions of His slaves. He is not heedless of anything. And 
there is nothing hidden from Him.”
Al-Qurtubl said that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “There was no verse sent down 
upon the Messenger of Allah f|? more severe and difficult than this 
verse. For this reason, when his Companions said to him, ‘Gray hair 
has come to you quickly,’ he said, ‘Hud and its sisters have given me 
gray hair.’”
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Surah Yusuf

Verse 108

Say (O Muhammad): “This is my way; I invite unto 
Allah with sure knowledge, I and whosoever follows 
me. And Glorified and Exalted be Allah. And I am

not of those who associate partners with Allah.”
[Surah Y u s u f  12:108]

Explanation
Allah the Exalted commanded His Prophet to inform the people 
that inviting them to worship Allah alone without partners, and 
commanding them to make all worship sincerely for Him, is his 
path, and also the path of those that follow him upon his methodol­
ogy. He likewise was commanded to inform them that da’wah must 
be based upon knowledge and insight. The caller must have knowl­
edge of what he is calling the people to.
Ibn Kathir said:
Allah commanded His Messenger, whom He sent to the jinn  and 
mankind, to inform them that this is his path, methodology, and 
Sunnah. It is to call the people to testify that nothing has the right 
to worshiped except Allah alone, without partners. It is to invite the 
people to Allah upon clarity, certainty, and evidence. This command
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was for the Prophet 0  and everyone who follows him; they must 
give da’wah with clear evidence and textual proof as well as intellec­
tual proof.
His statement: “And Glorified and Exalted be Allah”— This means 
that Allah is free from having any faults, and He is too great and 
holy to have any partners, rivals, equals, children, parents, wife, 
ministers, or advisors. Blessed is Allah, and He is holy, and far above 
having any of that.

^  Jiff iil
The seven heavens and the earth and all that is 
therein glorify Him, and there is not a thing except 
that it glorifies His praise. But you understand not 
their glorification. Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, 

Oft-Forgiving.
[Surah al-lsra' 17:44]

[End o f Ibn Kathir’s speech]

Verse 109

A  i 5 ^  A ?  j*  U-A >
< i A

And We sent not before you (as messengers) any 
except men, whom We inspired from among the 

people of townships.
[Surah  Y u s u f  12:109]
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Surah  Y u su f:  Verse 109

Explanation
This noble verse clarifies that all messengers were men and none of 
them were women. This is because men are more complete than 
women.
Ibn Kathir said in his explanation o f this verse:
Allah the Exalted informs us that He only sent men as messengers, 
and not women. And this is the consensus o f the scholars. Allah 
did not inspire any women from mankind with legislative revela­
tion. Some people alleged that Allah sent revelation to Sarah (the 
wife of Ibrahim), the mother of Musa, and Maryam bint Tmran (the 
mother of Jesus). They say that the angels gave Sarah glad tidings of 
her son Is'haq, and after Is'haq, Ya’qub. As for the mother of Musa, 
they cite the verse:

i  ^  f ' )
And We inspired the mother o f Musa, (saying):

“Suckle h im ...”
[Surah al-Qasas 28:7]

And they mention how an angel came to Maryam to bring her glad 
tidings of Jesus

a i i  oi ii f e f o j i  c J u  l \ j  )

i. 0
And (remember) when the angels said, “O Maryam, 
verily, Allah has chosen you, purified you, and chosen 
you above the women of the creation. O Mary, be 
devoudy obedient to your Lord, and prostrate and 

bow with those who bow.”
[Surah A l i  ‘Imran 3:42-43]

This portion of good was given to them, but this does not necessitate
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that they were prophets. There is no doubt that this was an honor 
given to them, but is this sufficient to consider them prophets? The 
belief of Ahlus-Sunnah is what was narrated by Shaykh Abul-Hasan 
‘All bin Ismail, that there were no female prophets, but there are 
females who are regarded amongst the truthful. Allah informed us of 
the most noble of them, Maryam bint ‘Imran. He said:

aL3 JA vUU- 05 ^  15
 ̂ /Jl f  ̂/ i ’ll s t . Ifu w i  u i r  A i-u? o i j  j i j j i

The Messiah, son of Maryam, was no more than a 
messenger; many were the messengers that passed 
away before him. His mother was a siddiqah  [from 

the truthful]. They both used to eat food.
[Surah al-M a'idah 5:75]

Thus, He described her with her most noble description as being 
from the truthful. If she had been a prophet, He would have 
described her with that description because it is greater. Therefore, 
she is from the truthful, according to the text of the Qur'an.
[End o f Ibn Kathir’s speech]
Just as women are not prophets, likewise, they are not given leader­
ship positions over men, whether general or specific. It has been 
narrated from Abu Bakrah:

7  3 ^  c ^  1-0 j l i  O' aJip aUI ^33' ^  lH
 ̂ / 0 ■ j*-®j <1 IjJj f y

When the Prophet ^  heard the news that the people of Persia had 
made the daughter of Khosrow their queen (ruler), he said, “Never 
will such a nation that makes a woman their ruler succeed.”1
His statement “We inspired from among the people of townships” 
means that the messengers were from the towns and not from the 
desert wilderness. This is because their hearts will be softer and

1 Sahih al-Bukhdri 7099
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gentler by nature, in contrast to those people from the desert. This 
verse mentioning the messengers being from the townships does not 
contradict the verse concerning Ya’qub:

{. o * <r*i y
And brought you (all here) out o f the Bedouin life.

[Surah Y u s u f  12:100]

This is because the person who goes from the township to the desert 
wilderness after a long period of time is still from the township, just 
as the person who leaves the Bedouin life and moves to the town is 
still considered a Bedouin.

Verse 110

(They were reprieved) until, when the messengers 
gave up hope and thought that they were denied 
(by their people), then came to them Our help, 
and whomsoever We willed was delivered. And Our 
punishment cannot be warded off from the people 

who are criminals.
[Surah Y u s u f  12:110]

Explanation
This verse is recited with two different recitations. One recitation 
has a shaddah sign of emphasis on the word “denied” (fjihS). If it is 
recited this way, all pronouns in the verse return to the messengers. 
This is similar to the statement o f Allah the Exalted:
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Verily, (many) messengers were denied before you 
(O Muhammad), but with patience they bore the 
denial, and they were hurt, till Our help reached 

them.
[Surah a l-A n'dm  6:34]

The other recitation is without the shaddah. In this recitation, the 
pronoun in His statement “and thought that” returns to the people 
the messengers were sent to, and it does not return to the messen­
gers. Therefore, with this recitation this verse means: When the 
messengers gave up hope that their people would believe, and the 
people whom the messengers were sent to thought that the messen­
gers had lied to them about the promise of help, Allah sent the help 
to them.
This is the explanation which is preferred by Ibn Jarir in his tafiir, 
and he attributes this understanding to Ibn ‘Abbas, Ibn Mas’ud, 
Sa’ld bin Jubayr, Mujahid, and ad-Dahak with a chain of narration 
connected to them. Muslim bin Yasar asked Sa’ld bin Jubayr about 
this verse. He replied: “This verse means that the messengers gave up 
hope that their people would accept their da’wah, and their people 
believed the messengers had lied.”

jZ- \1LAj Y j £ l i j  jA  y

Then came to them Our help, and whomsoever We 
willed was delivered. And Our punishment cannot 

be warded off from the people who are criminals.
[Surah Y u s u f  12:110]

Muslim stood up, hugged Sa’ld, and said, “May Allah grant you 
relief as you have given me relief.”
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Surah ar-Ra'd

Verse 11

?  Cf*' Jt! Ct* & y
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For each (person), there are angels in succession, 
before and behind him. They guard him by the 
command of Allah. Verily! Allah will not change the 
condition of a people as long as they do not change 
their state of themselves. But when Allah wills a 
people’s punishment, there can be no turning it 
back, and they will find besides Him no protector.

[Surah ar-Ra'd 13:11]

Explanation
This verse means— and Allah knows best— that the people have 
angels entrusted with protecting them. And they do so by the 
command of Allah.
His statement: “Allah will not change the condition of a people as 
long as they do not change their state of themselves”— This is similar 
to His statement:
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That is because Allah will never change a grace which 
He has bestowed on a people until they change what 
is in their own selves. And verily, Allah is All-Hearer, 

All-Knower
[Surah al-Anfdl 8:53]

Ibn Kathir said, “Allah informs us of His complete and perfect 
justice and wisdom because He will not change a favor which He 
bestows upon a people except due to sins they commit.”
Allah makes this clear in His statement:

o x
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And Allah puts forward the example of a township 
that dwelt secure and well content, its provision 
coming to it in abundance from every place, but 
it (its people) denied the favors o f Allah (with 
ungratefulness). So Allah made it taste the extreme 
of hunger (famine) and fear, because o f that which 

they (its people) used to do.
[Surah an-Nahl 16:112]

And His statement:

C —b A S '  4 y »  l i j  ^

{ j ^ o *
And whatever o f misfortune befalls you, it is because 
of what your hands have earned. And He pardons 

much.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:30]

194
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His statement: “But when Allah wills a people’s punishment, there 
can be no turning it back”— This means that whatever Allah decrees 
is inevitable. Surely, whatever Allah wills will definitely come to 
pass and whatever He does not will will never happen. The “will” 
of Allah mentioned in this verse is His universal will. Whatever He 
wills must come to pass, as Allah the Exalted said:

Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is 
only that He says to it, “Be,” and it is!

[Surah Ya-Sln 36:82]
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Surah Ibrahim

Verse 7

And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, “If 
you are grateful, I will surely increase you [in favor]; 
but if you are ungrateful, indeed, My punishment is 

severe.”
[Surah Ibrdlmn 14:7]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah promised to those who are grateful for His favors 
that He will increase them in blessings. And He threatened those 
who are ungrateful with a severe punishment. Showing gratitude for 
a favor is from the reasons that make the favor firm and increase 
it. Showing ingratitude for a favor is a reason for the favor being 
removed. As the saying goes: “When the favor is shown gratitude, 
it becomes firmly established, and when it is shown ingratitude, it 
flees.”
Allah the Exalted said:

0 o ^
14s j j  <cJJi ^
4_Ul 4-JJl IJlpj
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Su rah  Ibrahim : V erse  7

And Allah puts forward the example o f a township 
that dwelt secure and well content, its provision 
coming to it in abundance from every place, but 
it (its people) denied the favors of Allah (with 
ungratefulness). So Allah made it taste the extreme 
of hunger (famine) and fear, because o f that which 

they (its people) used to do.
[Surah an-Nahl 16:112]

Showing gratitude for a favor is by acknowledging the favor, speak­
ing about the favor, praising Allah for the favor, and utilizing the 
favor in the obedience of Allah to draw closer to Him.
The favors of Allah cannot be enumerated, as Allah the Exalted said:

o W i )
And whatever of blessings and good things you have, 

it is from Allah.
[Surah an-Nahl 16:53]

And He said:

^  l a j . c — OjJ ^
And if you count the blessings o f Allah, never will 

you be able to count them.
[Surah Ibrahim 14:34]

The greatest favor is the favor of Islam and guidance to the Straight 
Path. Other favors include wealth, provisions, children, good health, 
and wellbeing. The Prophet said:

c h illi  4«* Oliijci
There are two blessings which many people do not make the most of
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and thus lose out on: good health and free time.1
Our Prophet Muhammad was the example for showing gratitude 
for favors. He was forgiven for his past and future sins, but he would 
stand praying throughout the night until his feet cracked. When 
‘A'ishah ^  asked him why he did so, he responded:

✓ ^   ̂ '  * J- 0 * I & xIjOp OjSl 01 4 ^ 1  W
Shouldn’t I love to be a grateful slave?2

Allah praised Nuh with His saying:

^  i i o i p  o is ' iii y
Verily, he was a grateful slave.

[Surah al-lsra' 17:3]

He praised Ibrahim with His saying:

^ J s l ^1 s l j eks>-\ <oJLiS/ l^LO ^
[He was] grateful for His favors. Allah chose him 

and guided him to a Straight Path.
[Surah an-Nahl 16:121]

Allah mentions the gratitude of Sulayman when the throne of Bilqls 
was presented to him. He said:

j b i  ^  i l i  3is s i p  i j i n  ^  klli >
. 1? 0 * 0 Z '  A, x JO £ 0 f j' o it.

1*3 b J

When [Sulayman] saw it placed before him, he said, 
“This is by the grace o f my Lord to test whether I 
am grateful or ungrateful! And whoever is grateful, 
truly, his gratitude is for (the good of) his own self,

1 Sahih al-Bukhdri 6412

' Sahih al-Bukhdri 4838; Sahih Muslim 7 126
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Surah  Ibrahim : Verse  7

and whoever is ungrateful, certainly my Lord is Rich 
(free o f all wants), Bountiful.”

[Surah an-Natnl 27:40]

The Prophet fg  said:

How wonderful is the affair o f the believer, for all his affairs are 
good, and that is for no one except the believer. If something good 
happens to him, he gives thanks, and that is good for him; and if  
something bad happens to him, he bears it with patience, and that 
is good for him.3

' Sahih Muslim 7500
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Surah al-Hijr

Verse 9

Verily We: It is We Who have sent down the reminder 
(the Qur'an), and surely, We will guard it.

[Surah al-H ijr  15:9]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah informs us about His Book being sent down and 
protected from any increase or decrease, change or alteration. Thus, 
none of this occurred to His Book. This protection was actualized 
from a number of angles.
The noble Messenger 0  was diligent while receiving it from Jibrll 
and diligent in reciting what he received so he would not miss 
anything from it. Allah forbade him from being hasty regarding it 
and promised to make his memory firm with it. He said:

And be not in haste (O Muhammad) with the Qur'an 
before its revelation is completed to you...

And He said:
[Surah  T a-H d 20:114]
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Surah  a l-H ijr: V erse 9

£  O p  01 0  *  d L 'U  aj NX 0
ajLj LlJp Ol j%j  ^  Ajlji olil̂ S lili ^

Move not your tongue with it to make haste there­
with. It is for Us to collect it and to give you (O 
Muhammad) the ability to recite it. And when We 
have recited it to you, then follow its recital. Then it 

is for Us (Allah) to make it clear to you.
[Surah a l-Q iydm ah 75:16-19]

Ibn ‘Abbas 0 .  said:

.aJJI Sopj US' i\ ')  C S l  bU 5 l\j\ 131 0 is3
When Jibril came to him, he would remain silent, and when he left, 
he would recite as Allah promised him.1
The Q ur'an was revealed in sections over 23 years. This was in order 
to enable the Companions to receive it from the Messenger 0  and 
memorize it little by little. Allah the Exalted said:

i l d j j  \p - &')& }
{  "hyt

And (it is) a Qur'an which We have divided (into 
parts), in order that you might recite it to men at 

intervals. And We have revealed it by stages.
[Surah al-lsra' 17:106]

Abdullah bin Mas’ud <§i said:
<—Q*j o b l  j2UP ^

■c& J-*-*-5'.?
If a man learned 10 verses, he would not proceed until he knew the
1 Sahih al-Bukhdri 4929
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meaning o f these verses and worked according to them.2
Abdur-Rahman as-Sulaml said, “We used to receive this Qur'an 
from a people who informed us that they would learn 10 verses and 
they would not exceed them and move on to another 10 verses until 
they knew the meanings of these verses. Thus, we used to learn the 
Qur'an and act according to it.”3
Abu Bakr ij£g collected the Q ur'an in the mus'haf and ‘Uthman 
collected it in the mus'haf.
Allah granted success to thousands o f Muslims throughout different 
eras in memorizing this Qur'an by heart.

TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

2 Tafiir Ibn Jarir 117 A
3 Ibn Sad in At- Tabaqat (6/172)
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Surah an-Nahl

Verse 36

ijg £ .\ j  a j i  \ j j£ \  g\ € \  y  j  i& j j J j j  )  
d p  i i i  ^

<
And verily, We have sent among every ummah a 
messenger (proclaiming): “Worship Allah (alone), 
and avoid all false deities.” Then of them were some 
whom Allah guided, and of them were some upon 

whom the straying was justified.
[Surah an-Nahl 16:36]

Explanation
Allah informs us in this verse that He sent to every nation noble 
messengers to call the people to worship Allah alone and to abandon 
the worship of anyone and everything other than Him. This is the 
meaning of “nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allah.” 
This contains a general negation, and it is the negation of worship­
ing anything other than Allah. And it contains a specific affirmation, 
and it is to affirm worship for Allah alone, without partners. Some 
of these nations were granted success by Allah and given guidance; 
thus, they believed in the messengers and responded to the call. 
Some of those nations disbelieved in what the messengers brought 
to them and remained upon misguidance.
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Allah the Exalted said:

3  4 \  y  ^  d i l i  ^  d i j i  U j >
(  \j \ y \

And We sent not before you any messenger except 
that We revealed to him that, “There is no deity 

worthy of worship except Me, so worship Me.”
[Surah al-Anbiya' 21:25]

And He said:

C/t i& i C? ? / '  b* Z p S  &*>UJ' J jjJ  )
{  o y j i i  3  3 \ y  3  \ ^ 3 \  3

He sends down the angels with inspiration of 
His command to whom of His slaves He pleases, 
(saying): “Warn mankind that none has the right to 

be worshiped but I, so fear Me.”
[Surah an-Nahl 16:2]

This verse, which mentions sending a messenger to every nation, is 
not problematic with the statement of Allah:

c* 6 '̂j cS ^ ^  ^  L1  >
i

Verily, We have inspired you (O Muhammad) as We 
inspired Nuh and the prophets after him.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:163]

And it does not contradict the statement that the people will say at 
the gathering on the Day of Judgment:

j i l  J \f JUjJl J j l  o j l  \j
O Nuh, you are the messenger sent to the inhabitants of the earth.1

Sahih Muslim 480; Sahih al-Bukhdri 47 12
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Su rah  an -N ah l: V erse 90

This is because Nuh was sent after the appearance of shirk and the 
people abandoning the natural disposition that Allah created them 
upon. This contrasts with the time before Nuh, because during this 
time, the people were upon their natural disposition. The messen­
gers were sent to affirm the natural disposition of tawhid which 
Allah created them upon.

Verse 90

zj\j  J-UtSlj *J»\j aJJ! Ol
J d \ j  ^ d J l j  frUJodl Jf-

Indeed, Allah orders justice, good conduct, and 
giving to relatives, and forbids immorality, bad 
conduct, and oppression. He admonishes you that 

perhaps you will be reminded.
[Surah an-N ahl 16:90]

Explanation
Al-Qurtubl narrated from Ibn Mas’ud iM that he said, “This is the 
most comprehensive verse in the Qur'an in gathering the good 
which should be implemented and the evil which must be avoided.”
Justice is balance, equity, and the opposite of oppression. Included in 
this is performing the acts that Allah has obligated upon His slaves.
Ihsan (good conduct) is for the person to exceed within himself. It is 
said, “So-and-so has done ‘good’ work,” meaning that he perfected 
his work or his craft. Likewise, a person can do good towards 
others. It is said, “So-and-so did good towards him,” meaning that 
he showed him kindness or brought good to him. Both of these 
meanings are commanded in this verse.

t s  - f t
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And giving to the relatives is a form of ihsan or kindness, and it 
is mentioned separately because your relatives are the most deserv­
ing of your kindness and goodness. And this is also keeping the ties 
of kinship, which Allah has commanded us to do. There are many 
verses in the Q ur'an which command justice and incite goodness. 
Allah the Exalted said:

4  o  f-44^  y
And if you punish (your enemy), then punish them 
with the like o f that with which you were afflicted.

[Surah an-Nahl 16:126]

This is justice. Then He said:

a i l

But if you endure patiently, verily, it is better for the 
patient ones.

[Surah an-Nahl 16:126]

This is ihsan (goodness).
He said:

And if the debtor is in a hard time (has no money), 
then grant him time till it is easy for him to repay.

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:280]

This is justice. Then He said:

^  J* y
But if you remit it by way of charity, that is better 

for you.

This is ihsan (goodness).
[Surah  al-Baqarah 2:280]
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Su rah  an-N ah l: Verse 90

He said:
-J& j o-iSL i01 Ijj 14p I23fj >

 ̂  ̂ % % * X
^Jlj Oi'i/b OiVlJ _̂Jû l\j CJu^lj

^  J^ U a i
And We ordained therein for them: “Life for life, eye 
for eye, nose for nose, ear for ear, tooth for tooth, 

and wounds equal for equal.”
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:45]

This is justice. Then He said:

U j  J S J  iJ  S j U ^  Aj y

< OyiiUiJl jU  d ifiy li i il l  33i!
But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of charity, 

it shall he expiation for him.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:45]

This is ihsdn (goodness).
He said:

*a4 (_r* (*-^p y ^ j \  y
And indeed, whosoever takes revenge after he has 
suffered wrong, for such there is no way (of blame) 

against them.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:41]

This is justice. Then He said:

4  f >  Cr^ J C r ^ J  y
And verily, whosoever shows patience and forgives, 
that would truly be from the things recommended
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by Allah.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:43]

This is ihsan (goodness).
He said:

TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'AN ! TAFSIR OF SELECT VERSES

The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:40]

This is justice. Then He said:

 ̂ iIp y
But whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his 

reward is due from Allah.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:40]

This is ihsan (goodness).
His statement: “and forbids immorality”— Immorality is lewdness 
and major sin. Allah the Exalted said:

^  ois" aj\ ~y
And come not near to unlawful sexual intercourse.
Indeed, it is ever an immorality and is evil as a way.

[Surah al-lsra' 17:32]

And He said:

S i  S  V l  y

^  4Ss>-\i j i f f  Ail ,_aL^
And marry not women whom your fathers married, 
except what has already passed; indeed, it was 

immorality and most hateful, and an evil way.
[Surah an-Nisd' 4:22]
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Surah  an -N ah l: V erse 90

His statement: “and bad conduct”— This is what contradicts 
goodness, and this is everything that Allah has forbidden and 
prohibited.
His statement: “and oppression”— This is to transgress. This is 
included in the general evils, but it is specified due to its danger and 
harm.
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Surah al-Isra'

Verse 9

f j i i  &  J j  ^  oT^ji i l i  oi
Verily, this Qur'an guides to that which is most just 

and right.
[Surah al-Isra1 17:9]

Explanation
Allah sent down His noble Book as guidance and mercy for the 
believers. In this verse, He says that it guides to what is most just 
and right, meaning the path that is most just and right. The Book 
of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger contain the truth and 
guidance. Adhering to both of them will bring about success and 
happiness in this life and the next.
O ur Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqitl said in his book Adwa' 
al-Bayam “The Exalted mentioned in this noble verse that the Great 
Qur'an, which is the greatest of all the heavenly Books, is the most 
comprehensive in gathering all the sciences. And it is the final 
covenant from the Lord of all that exists. ‘Verily, this Qur'an guides 
to that which is most just and right,’ meaning: the path that is most 
suitable, balanced, and correct. This verse is general for everything 
the Qur'an contains from guidance to the best, most just, correct 
paths.”
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Surah  a l-lsra ': Verse 31

Verse 31

< £*sr p  bis' ^  o f
And kill not your children for fear o f poverty. We 
provide for them and for you. Surely, the killing of 

them is a great sin.
[Surah al-lsra' 17:31]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah prohibits us from killing our children due to fear 
of poverty, and He informs us that He is the One who provides for 
the children and the parents. This is similar to the statement of the 
Exalted:

Kill not your children because of poverty; We 
provide sustenance for you and for them.

[Surah a l-A n'dm  6:151]

His statement: “for fear of poverty”— In this situation, poverty is 
anticipated by the parents; thus, Allah mentioned His providing 
for the children before His providing for the parents, as though 
the provision of the parents is achieved due to the presence of the 
children. Therefore, the provision of the parents follows the provi­
sion of the children.
In Surah al-An’am, He said “because of poverty”; in this case, the 
poverty has already occurred, so He mentioned providing for the 
parents before the children.
Abdullah bin Mas’ud ail said:
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J l  315 aUI -Up jtJapI v——j-iJl ‘'■3̂ ' aUI I /» c J l J

0 1 3  315 ^  sU s  0 1  ^ 5  - i &  > j  l i i  i  J i A :

{ j)y  lS' jt-j ol 3jlS_j 3 ^ -

I asked the Prophet, “What is the greatest sin in the sight of Allah?” 
He said, “That you set up a rival unto Allah even though He alone 
created you.” I said, “That is indeed a great sin.” I then asked, 
“What is next?” He said, “To kill your child lest he should share 
your food with you.” I asked, “What is next?” He said, “To commit 
illegal sexual intercourse with your neighbor’s wife.”1

1 Sahih Muslim 257; Sahih al-Bukhari 4477
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Surah al-Kahf

Verse 109
j i  *J*$\ Aid Jj oUlSO iSll. Ĵ\ OlS' jJ J5 )

^  b£>- o U d if  JULJ j l
Say (O Muhammad): “If the sea were ink for 
(writing) the words o f my Lord, surely, the sea would 
be exhausted before the words o f my Lord would be 
finished, even if we brought (another sea) like it for 

its aid.”
[Surah al-K ahf  18:109]

Explanation
This verse clarifies that Allah’s speech does not cease or come to an 
end, and it cannot be depleted. If the seas and oceans were ink to 
write the words of Allah, the seas and oceans would deplete even 
if they were doubled. This is because water is limited, while Allah’s 
words have no limit. His words cannot be enumerated or depleted. 
That is because He has no beginning, so His words have no begin­
ning; and He has no ending, so His words have no ending. This 
verse is similar to the statement of Allah the Exalted:

<
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And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the 
sea (were ink wherewith to write), with seven seas 
behind it to add to its (supply), yet the words of Allah 
would not be exhausted. Verily, Allah is All-Mighty, 

All-Wise.
[Surah Luqman 31:27]
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Surah Maryam

Verses 71-72

And there is none of you except he will approach it 
(the Hellfire). This is with your Lord; a decree which 
must be accomplished. Then We shall save those 
who used to fear Allah and were dutiful to Him. And 
We shall leave the wrongdoers therein (humbled) on 

their knees.
[Surah M a r y a m  19:71-72]

Explanation
There are two prominent statements concerning the meaning of the 
phrase “approach it” (Uijlj) mentioned in this verse.

1) The first statement is that “approach it” means entering it, 
but the believers will not be harmed by it. This was mentioned by 
Ibn Kathir from Ibn ‘Abbas, and this is the viewpoint of our shaykh, 
Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqltl.

2) The second statement is that “approach it” means the people 
will cross over the bridge according to their actions. Thus, the person 
who crosses the bridge over the Hellfire has approached it. This was 
mentioned by Ibn Kathir from Ibn Mas’ud.
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Ash-ShawkanI said, “It is not hidden that the phrase ‘approach it’ 
either means crossing the bridge laid over the Hellfire or approaching 
the Hellfire while it is calm and tranquil, according to the evidence 
from the Book and the Sunnah. Thus, the verse must be interpreted 
this way because both scenarios are possible. The believers could 
enter the Fire (in order to cross it) while being far away from harm, 
or they could cross over the bridge laid over the Hellfire.”
That which strengthens the viewpoint that this means crossing over 
the bridge is the narration collected in Sahih Muslim. The Prophet 
(fe said:
\yu\l> ,2ydJl . <UJl 01 jUJl *̂1

*<•&&'>■ oJb5i \jt>S&j\i . aLH 3 jSjj  \j c — 
f c j  >  & \ 315 °JS jJL-j aJip aUI * g }\ J l a  { U ijI j 'S ll

• {'^rT
“InshdAlldh, no one among the Companions o f the Tree, those 
who gave their oath of allegiance beneath the tree, will enter the 
Hellfire.” Hafsah said, “On the contrary, O Messenger of Allah.” 
So he scolded her. Hafsah said, “And there is none o f you except 
he will approach it.” The Prophet 0  said, “Allah the Exalted said, 
‘Then We shall save those who used to fear Allah and were dutiful 
to Him. And We shall leave the wrongdoers therein (humbled) on 
their knees.’”1
Imam an-NawawI said in his explanation of this hadith: “The correct 
viewpoint is that the meaning of the phrase ‘approach it’ in this 
verse is crossing over the bridge. And this is the bridge laid over the 
Hellfire. The people of the Hellfire will fall into it while the others 
will be saved.”

1 Sahih Muslim 7404

2 16



Surah Ta-Ha

Verse 114

*( LSi*j ^  cPi ^
And say: “My Lord! Increase me in knowledge.”

[Surah Ta-Ha 20:114]

Explanation
In this noble verse, Allah commands His Prophet 0  to ask Him for 
an increase in knowledge. This indicates the virtue of Islamic knowl­
edge. Likewise, the virtue of legislative knowledge is proven by His 
statement:

jJLli jjjj s5\ v & iii >
{  jySjl *!il N £ k l j i b  llJU

Allah bears witness that none has the right to be 
worshiped but He; and the angels and those having 
knowledge (also give this witness). (He is always) 
maintaining His creation in justice. None has the 
right to be worshiped but He, the All-Mighty, the 

All-Wise.

And His statement:
[Surah  A l i  'Im ra n  3:18]
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Say: “Are those who know equal to those who know
not?”

[Surah a z -Z u m a r  39:9]

And His statement:

{  frUlAJl a i l  J b J x  UJJ >
It is only those who have knowledge among His 

slaves that fear Allah.
[Surah Fdtir 35:28]

And His statement:

<
Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, 

and those who have been granted knowledge.
[Surah al-M ujadilah 58:11]

Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar commented on this verse by saying, “The state­
ment of Allah the Exalted, ‘My Lord! Increase me in knowledge,’ 
proves the virtue of knowledge because Allah the Exalted did not 
command His Prophet to seek an increase in anything except for 
knowledge.”1
Ibn ‘Umar said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah 0  say:

J . ts*)\ J \  j ? -  ^  sL jI JjG bl
\j u i  \ ) \ i  3 ;  y S  J j U i  p

3u in
“ ‘While I was sleeping, a cup o f milk was brought to me and I drank 
until I saw its wetness coming out o f my nails. Then I gave the rest 
to ‘Umar bin al-Khattab.’ They said, ‘How did you interpret that, O

’ Al-Fath 1/141
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Su rah  Ta-H a: Verse 114

Messenger of Allah?’ He said, ‘(It is) knowledge.’”2
In this narration, the Prophet interpreted milk as knowledge. And 
the Prophet 0  commanded us to supplicate while drinking milk by 
asking for an increase of it. He said:

Whoever is fed by Allah, let him say, “O Allah, bless it for us and 
feed us with better than it.” And whoever is given milk to drink by 
Allah, let him say, “O Allah, bless it for us and give us more.” For 
surely, I do not know any food or drink that suffices other than 
milk.3
In summary: In this verse, Allah commanded His Prophet to ask 
for an increase in knowledge, and the Prophet (§£ directed us— when 
drinking milk— to ask Allah for an increase of it. And when the 
Prophet 0  saw milk in his dream, he interpreted it as knowledge. 
Thus, it is prescribed to ask for an increase in both o f these.

2 Sahih al-Bukhdri 82; Sahih Muslim  2391
' Jdmi ’ at- Tirmidhi 3455; classed as has an by al-Albanl in Sahih Sunan at-Tirmidhi 2749.
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Surah al-Anbiya'

Verse 34

And We granted not to any human being immor­
tality before you (O Muhammad); then if you die, 

would they live forever?
[Surah al-Anbiya' 21:34]

Explanation
This noble verse proves that the destination of mankind is extinc­
tion. Allah did not give immortality to anyone before Prophet 
Muhammad 0 ,  so no one will ever have immortality; rather, all of 
mankind will become extinct. Allah the Exalted said:

Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish. And the 
Face of your Lord, full o f majesty and honor, will 

abide forever.
[Surah ar-Rahman 55:26-27]

Some of the scholars have said: The pagans used to deny the proph­
ecy of the Messenger of Allah 0 .  They said, “He is a poet; we await
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Surah  a l-A n b iya ':  V erse 34

for him some calamity by tim e.1 Hopefully, he will die like the poet 
of so-and-so died.” Thus, Allah responded by informing him that 
prophets died before him and Allah granted His religion assistance 
and protection. Thus, likewise, He will safeguard your religion and 
legislation.
This verse also proves that al-Khidr died. It is the same whether 
he was a prophet, a messenger, or a righteous man. This is because 
he was a human who lived during the time of Musa M-, and Allah 
the Exalted said:

And We granted not to any human being immortal­
ity before you (O Muhammad).

[Surah a l-Anbiya' 21:34]

1 Taken from Surah at-Tur 52:30: “O r do they say, ‘(M uham mad is) a poet! We await for 
him some calamity by time!’”
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Surah al-Hajj

Verses 40—41
4-,t & >>0  ji j^  4_Ul Ij
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Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause). 
Truly, Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty. Those who, if 
We give them authority in the land, establish prayer, 
give zakdh , enjoin what is right, and forbid what is 
wrong. And to Allah belongs the outcome of [all] 

matters.
[Surah al-Hajj 22:40-41]

Explanation
In this noble verse, Allah promises His help for those who help His 
cause. And He will grant them authority in the land. The help of 
Allah the Exalted is by establishing His legislation and acting accord­
ing to the Book and the pure Sunnah. A verse similar to this is the 
statement of Allah the Exalted:

C— 'j ;j <LUl ild
. ^  x-
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Surah  a l-H ajj: Verses 4 0 -4 1

O  you who believe! If you help (in the cause of) 
Allah, He will help you and make your foothold

firm.
[Surah M u h a m m a d  47:7]

And His statement:

o U J & J l  I j L p )  ^  \p\ j J J l  i i J l  J L p j  )

Allah has promised those among you who believe 
and do righteous good deeds that He will certainly 
grant them succession to (the present rulers) on the 
earth, as He granted it to those before them, and that 
He will grant them the authority to practice their 
religion, that which He has chosen for them. And 
He will surely give them in exchange a safe security 
after their fear, (provided) they (believers) worship 
Me and do not associate anything (in worship) with 
Me. But whoever disbelieved after this, they are the 

disobedient.
[Surah a n -N u r  24:55]

The second verse gives the description of those deserving the help of 
Allah the Exalted due to their helping His cause. Helping the cause 
of Allah is by establishing the prayer, praying zakah, enjoining the 
good, and forbidding the evil.
Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqitl said in his tafiir of this verse, 
“After informing us that He aids those who aid His cause, He said: 
‘Those who, if We give them authority in the land, establish prayer, 
give zakah, enjoin what is right, and forbid what is wrong.’ This 
proves that there is no promise of aid from Allah except by establish­
ing the prayer, paying the zakah, enjoining the good, and forbidding
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evil. Those whom Allah gives authority and rule in the land but they 
do not establish the prayer, pay the zakdh, enjoin good, or forbid 
evil, then they do not have a promise of Allah’s help, because they 
are not from the party of Allah. And they are not from His allies 
to whom He has promised help. Rather, they are from the party of 
Shaytan and his allies. Thus, if they seek help from Allah based upon 
His promise to help, they are like the employee who does not go to 
work and then requests his wages. And whoever is like this does not 
have any intellect.”
And he (Shaykh ash-Shinqltl) said, “This verse proves the validity of 
the rule of the rightly-guided caliphs, because Allah aided them over 
their enemies. This is because they helped His cause by establishing 
the prayer, paying the zakdh, enjoining the good, and forbidding 
the evil. He established them in the land and gave them authority. 
He said, ‘Allah has promised those among you who believe and do 
righteous good deeds that He will certainly grant them succession to 
(the present rulers) on the earth.’”
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Surah al-Mu'minun

Verse 60

And those who give that which they give with their 
hearts full o f fear, because they are sure to return to 

their Lord.
[Surah a l-M u 'm in u n  23:60]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah mentions the attributes of the believers. They 
give what they give while their hearts are full of fear that it will not 
be accepted from them. This is because, in their view, their actions 
are deficient.
‘A'ishah, the wife of the Prophet ife, said:

U  j j j l  r y j \ j )  O-LA ^  d l l  4111 J j L -

2) :  A-ijlP cJli (aLs-j jli j
j  Jl I j j J ^ a J l  c - i j  Ij N  i J U

. o f ^ j l  ^  (Ĵ Ai b)l Oyilio
“I asked the Messenger o f Allah fft about this verse: ‘And those who 
give that which they give with their hearts full of fear.’” ‘A'ishah ^
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said, “Are they those who drink alcohol and steal?” He said, “No, O 
daughter o f as-Siddlq; rather, they are the ones who fast, pray, and 
give charity, but they fear that it will not be accepted from them; 
they are the ones who race for the good deeds.”1
Shaykh al-Albani said1:
The reason the believers are afraid that their worship will not be 
accepted is not because they are afraid Allah will not give them their 
reward, because this goes against the promise of Allah. Allah said:

And as for those who believed and did righteous 
deeds, He will give them in full their rewards.

[Surah an-Nisa' 4:173]

In fact, He will increase their reward, as He stated:

4  ca y
He will give them in full their rewards and grant 

them extra from His bounty.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:173]

And Allah never breaks His promise, as He tells us in His Book3. 
The reason that the believers are afraid their worship will not be 
accepted is connected to their performing the worship in the manner 
that Allah has commanded them with. They are afraid they cannot 
perform the good deeds in the prescribed manner; rather, they view 
themselves as deficient. This is why they are afraid their worship 
will not be accepted. Thus, when the believer ponders upon this, 
it will increase his diligence in performing the acts of worship with 
precision in the manner Allah has commanded him with. This is by 
performing all acts of worship sincerely for Allah, and following the

1 Jam i’at-Tirmidhi 3175
2 Silsilah as-Sahihah 162
’ Translator’s note: Allah the Exalted said, “Allah never breaks His promise” (Surah Ali 
‘Imran 3:9).
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Surah  a l-M u 'm in u n :  Verse 60

guidance of the Prophet Hf. This is the meaning of the statement of

[End o f Sbaykh al-Albdni’s speech]
Al-Hasan al-Basri used to say, “The believer combines good action 
and fear (that his good actions will not be accepted) while the 
hypocrite combines evil action and assurance (that his good deeds 
will be accepted).” Then he recited the verse:

Allah:

So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, 
let him work righteousness and associate none as a 

partner in the worship o f his Lord.
[Surah al-K ahf  18:110]

Verily, those who live in awe for fear o f their Lord; 
and they who believe in the signs o f their Lord.

[Surah a l -M u 'm in u n  23:57-58]

The hypocrite says:

“This has been given to me only because o f knowl­
edge I possess.”

[Surah al-Qasas 28:78]

227



Surah an-Nur

Verse 21

jUaldJl \ ^  \̂ J>\ bgjl b ~yo '
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O you who believe, follow not the footsteps of the 
Shaytan. And whosoever follows the footsteps of the 
Shaytan, then, verily he commands immorality and 
wrongdoing. And had it not been for the grace of 
Allah and His mercy on you, not one of you would 
ever have been pure from sins. But Allah purifies 
whom He wills, and Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.

[Surah a n -N u r  24:21]

Explanation
Allah prohibited His believing slaves in this verse from following the 
footsteps of the Shaytan. The footsteps of the Shaytan are his path, 
way, and methodology. He informs us that those who follow his 
footsteps command immorality and wrongdoing. Allah the Exalted 
said:
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Surah  a n -N iir: Verse 21

The hypocrite men and hypocrite women are of one 
another. They enjoin what is wrong and forbid what 

is right.
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:67]

Ibn Kathir narrated from Qatadah in his explanation of this verse: 
“Every sin is from the footsteps of the Shaytan.”
The footsteps of the Shaytan are the paths which oppose the Straight 
Path, and Allah has forbidden us from following these paths in His 
statement:

^
^  aj aL j* Jg* S j Â
And verily, this is my Straight Path, so follow it, and 
follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you 
away from His Path. This He has ordained for you 

that you may become pious.
[Surah a l-A n'dm  6:153]

Then Allah informs us that whatever good is achieved from 
guidance and uprightness is from the virtue of Allah that He gives 
to whomever He wills from His slaves. And if not for the virtue of 
Allah and His mercy, no one would have been guided. Allah said:

He whom Allah guides is the [rightly] guided, but 
he whom He leaves astray—never will you find for 

him a protecting guide.
[Surah al-K ahf  18:17]

Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said in his book Adwa 
al-Bayan:
Allah the Exalted clarified in this verse that, if not for His virtue 
and mercy, none from His creation would ever be pure, but from
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His mercy and virtue, He purifies whomever He wants from His 
creation. It is understood from this verse that no one can ever purify 
themselves. This is clarified in other verses, like the statement of 
Allah the Exalted:

<
Have you not seen those who claim sanctity for 
themselves? Nay, but Allah sanctifies whom He 

pleases.
[Sural: an-Nisa' 4:49]

And His statement:

He knows you well when He created you from the 
earth (Adam), and when you were fetuses in your 
mothers’ wombs. So ascribe not purity to yourselves.
He knows best him who fears Allah and keep his 

duty to Him.
[Surah an -N a jm  53:32]

Purity in this verse is purity from the filth of polytheism and sins.
And His statement: “But Allah purifies whom He wills”— This 
means that He purifies from the pollution of disbelief and sins by 
giving them success through His guidance to faith, sincere repen­
tance, and righteous actions. As for the statement of Allah:

i. ^ j  c?  )
He has succeeded who purifies it.

[Surah ash-Shams 91:9]
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Surah  a n -N u r:  Verse 21

And His statement:

{  f f y  C? $
He has certainly succeeded who purifies himself...

[Surah al-A'ld  87:14]

No one can purify himself without success from Allah, Allah guiding 
them towards righteous actions, and His accepting their actions 
from them.
[End o f Shaykh ash-Shinqiti’s speech]
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Surah al-Furqan

Verse 32

And those who disbelieve say, “Why is not the 
Qur'an revealed to him all at once?” Thus (it is sent 
down in parts), that We may strengthen your heart 
thereby. And We have revealed it to you gradually, 

in stages.
[Surah al-Furqan 25:32]

Explanation
In this noble verse, there is an example of the qualities of the pagans 
and their rejection of the Messenger of Allah (§!. This was because 
the Qur'an was sent down in intervals, and it was not sent down 
all at one time like the previous Books. Allah explains the wisdom 
for why He sent it down in intervals. The wisdom was to make it 
firm in the heart of the Messenger 0  and so he could recite it to 
his Companions in stages in order for it to be easier for them to 
memorize it.
He sent down the Qur'an in intervals to strengthen the heart 
of the Prophet •!§. Each time the pagans harmed him, Allah sent 
down a story of the previous prophets in order to comfort him and 
strengthen him. Allah the Exalted said:
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Surah  al-F urqan: Verse 67

And ail that We relate to you (O Muhammad) of 
the news of the messengers is so that We may make 

strong and firm your heart thereby.
[Surah H u d  11:120]

And He said:

And (it is) a Qur'an which We have divided (into 
parts), in order that you might recite it to men at 

intervals. And We have revealed it by stages.
[Surah al-Isrd' 17:106]

This verse contains another wisdom, and that is so he could recite it 
to his Companions at various times, so their memorization would 
become firm.

Verse 67

And those who, when they spend, are neither extrav­
agant nor miserly, but hold a medium (way) between 

those (extremes).
[Surah al-Furqan 25:67]

Explanation
Allah the Exalted explained in this noble verse that balance is from 
the attributes of the slaves of the Most Merciful. They are balanced
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between being miserly and extravagant. Being miserly means to 
spend below what is obligatory to spend, while extravagance is to go 
beyond the bounds in spending. This is similar to the statement of 
Allah the Exalted:

And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your 
neck, nor stretch it forth to its utmost reach (like a 
spendthrift), so that you become blameworthy and 

in severe poverty.
[Surah al-lsra' 17:29]

The truth lies between the two extremes, and guidance between two 
paths of misguidance. As al-Khattabl SIS* said: “Do not exceed the 
bounds in any affair; both sides of the extreme are blameworthy.”
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Surah ash-Shu'ara'

Verse 205-207

>®e\ I* , J* i îC"" i £ i •''• f i x *. ' %'^jIS l* ^  ̂«P
Then have you considered if We gave them enjoy­
ment for years, and afterwards comes to them that 
(punishment) which they had been promised, all 
that with which they used to enjoy shall not avail 

them.
[Surah ash-Shu'ara' 26:205-207]

Explanation
These noble verses explain that the portion of pleasure the disbeliev­
ers enjoy is only for the life of this world. Regardless of how long 
they live, their enjoyment will cease when their death arrives. The 
Prophet %  said:

.ylSdl ‘bdfj ij/4
The worldly life is a prison for the believer and a Paradise for the 
disbeliever.1
Allah the Exalted said:

1 Sahih Muslim  7417
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On the day when those who disbelieve will be 
exposed to the Fire (it will be said): “You received 
your good things in the life of the world, and you 
took your pleasure therein. Now this day you shall 
be recompensed with a torment of humiliation, 
because you were arrogant in the land without a 
right, and because you used to rebel and disobey.”

[Surah a l -A h q a f46:20]

The disbelievers are the most diligent people in amassing this 
worldly life. Some of them believe in the Hereafter, like the Jews and 
Christians, while some of them disbelieve in the Hereafter, like the 
pagans to whom the Prophet ife was sent. Allah the Exalted said:

I c f - ^  c / 3  Q *  'y 'J ^  y

And verily, you will find them (the Jews) the greedi­
est of mankind for life and (even greedier) than those 
who ascribe partners to Allah. Every one of them 
wishes that he could be given a life o f a thousand 
years. But the grant of such life will not save him 

even a little from (due) punishment.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:96]

This worldly pleasure for the disbelievers, even if it lasted their entire 
lives— when they taste a small portion of the punishment, they will 
forget all of the pleasures they enjoyed. These worldly pleasures will 
be erased from their minds. The Prophet 0  said:



Surah  a sh -S h u 'a ra ': V erse 2 0 5 -2 0 7
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A person amongst the denizens of Hell who had led the most luxuri­
ous life from the people o f the world will be dipped in Hellfire only 
once on the Day o f Resurrection, and then it will be said to him, “O 
son of Adam, did you find any comfort, did you happen to get any 
material blessing?” He will say, “By Allah, no, my Lord.” And then 
that person from amongst the people o f the world who had led the 
most miserable life (in the world) will be brought from amongst the 
inmates of Paradise. He will be dipped once in Paradise and it will 
be said to him, “O son o f Adam, did you face any hardship? Or had 
any distress fallen to your life?” And he will say, “By Allah, no, O 
my Lord; never did I face any hardship or experience any distress.”2
Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said about this verse, “This 
is the greatest verse to remove the terminal disease of placing false 
hope in this worldly life. May Allah save us and the believers from 
the evil of this.”

: Sahih Muslim 2807
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Surah an-Naml

Verses 4-5
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Verily, those who believe not in the Hereafter, We 
have made their deeds fair-seeming to them, so they 
wander about blindly. They are those for whom 
there will be an evil torment. And in the Hereafter, 

they will be the greatest losers.
[Surah an -N a m l 27:4-5]

Explanation
In this noble verse, Allah the Exalted informs us about the disbeliev­
ers who deny the resurrection. Due to their denial of the resurrection, 
He punishes them by making their falsehood fair-seeming to them. 
He said:

And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away 
(from guidance), as they refused to believe therein 
for the first time, and We shall leave them in their
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trespass to wander blindly.
[Surah a l-A n'dm  6:110]

And He said:

< i l l  I > J  d i i >
And when they deviated, Allah caused their hearts 

to deviate.
[Surah as-Saff  61:5]

And He said:

a_UI oU *■y*  ^  [y.j ^
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Is he, then, to whom the evil o f his deeds has been 
made fair-seeming so that he considers it as good 
(equal to one who is righdy guided)? Verily, Allah 
sends astray whom He wills and guides whom He 
wills. So destroy not yourself (O Muhammad) in 
sorrow for them. Truly, Allah is the All-Knower of 

what they do!
[Sural: Fdtir 35:8]

And He said:

aLLp aJ *0 (J/4 tAti ']^£' OlS"

Is he who is on a clear proof from his Lord like those 
for whom the evil deeds that they do are beautified, 

while they follow their own lusts?
[Sural: M u h a m m a d  47:14]

Ibn Kathlr said about the verse “Verily, those who believe not in the 
Hereafter”:

Surali a n -N a m l: Verses 4 -5
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[Meaning] those who belie it and believe its occurrence is far off.
“We have made their deeds fair-seeming to them, so they wander 
about blindly”— He has made what they are upon seem good to 
them and increased their misguidance; thus, they wander about in 
their misguidance. This is the recompense for their disbelief in the 
Hereafter. As Allah the Exalted said:

And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away 
(from guidance), as they refused to believe therein 
for the first time, and We shall leave them in their 

trespass to wander blindly.
[Surah al-A n'am  6:110]

[End of Ibn Kathir’s speech]
Then Allah informed us of the punishment they will receive in this 
life and the next. He said, “They are those for whom there will be an 
evil torment.” This refers to the torment of this world, such as execu­
tion or imprisonment.
His statement: “And in the Hereafter, they will be the greatest 
losers”— They will be the biggest losers in the Hereafter because all 
they will have in the next life is continuous punishment that will 
never end. Allah the Exalted said:

And those who believe will say, “Verily, the losers are 
they who lose themselves and their families on the 
Day of Resurrection. Verily, the wrongdoers will be 

in a lasting torment.”
[Surah ash-Shura 42:45]
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Surah al-Qasas

Verse 88

And invoke not any other god along with Allah; none 
has the right to be worshiped but He. Everything 
will perish except His Face. His is the decision, and 

to Him you (all) shall be returned.
[Surah al-Qasas 28:88]

Explanation
This verse clarifies that d u ’a -—which is a category of worship— is 
only for Allah alone. Thus, do not supplicate to anyone other than 
Allah because Allah is the only true deity, and the only One deserv­
ing of worship. It is not permissible to give any aspect of worship to 
anyone other than Allah the Exalted.
His statement “none has the right to be worshiped but He” contains 
a general negation and an affirmation. The negation negates worship 
for everyone and everything other than Allah. The affirmation is 
specific, and it is to affirm worship for Allah alone.
His statement: “Everything will perish except His Face”— He 
explains that Allah alone is the Ever-living who does not die. And 
no one will remain except for Him. Ahlus-Sunnah affirm a Face for
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Allah in a manner which befits His majesty, without resembling Him 
to the creation. The one who will remain is Allah, the one Who is 
described with the most complete and perfect attributes; from these 
attributes is His Face. This has also been explained by saying that no 
action will benefit in the sight of Allah except those actions done for 
His Face and to draw near to Him.
Ibn Jarir said in his explanation of this verse, “There is a difference 
of opinion concerning the meaning of this verse: ‘Everything will 
perish except His Face.’ Some say that it means everything will perish 
except Allah. Others say it means everything will perish except the 
deeds done for the Face of Allah.”
Ibn Kathir said in his explanation o f this verse:
His statement “Everything will perish except His Face” informs us 
that Allah is eternal, the Ever-living who sustains all life, the one 
Who causes the creation to die, but He never dies. As Allah says:

TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSIR OF SELECT VERSES

Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish. And the 
Face of your Lord, full o f majesty and honor, will 

abide forever.
[Surah ar-Rahman 55:26-27]

The mention of the Face is an expression of Himself. Thus, here He 
said:

<
Everything will perish except His Face.

[Surah al-Qasas 28:88]

This means that everything will perish except Him.
[End o f Ibn Kathir’s speech]
Mujahid and ath-Thawrl said, ‘“ Everything will perish except His

242



S urah  al-Q asas: V erse 88

Face’ means that everything will perish except the deeds done for 
His Face.” This statement has been narrated from Imam al-Bukhari.
These two statements do not contradict one another. The second 
meaning of “everything will perish except His Face” is informing 
us that all actions are null and void except those righteous actions 
performed for His Face in accordance with His legislation. The first 
statement means that everything will cease to exist except for Him. 
He is the First and the Last; nothing is before Him and nothing is 
after Him.
Imam al-Bukhari collected the hadith of Jabir bin Abdillah in his 
“Book of T a w h id Jabir said:

oi Jhf- j^ u ji 3 * 3 *} ^  ^  ^
o J j  ^  j*} i / \  315 #  uriip ^
j i Jdj ji}  d l i  . l i p - j  3 u

. jC-ol j l  OJaI Olili 315
When the verse was sent down to the Messenger o f Allah “Say: 
He has power to send torment on you from above,” he said, “O 
Allah! I seek refuge with Your Face (from that punishment).” And 
when it was revealed: “...or from beneath your feet,” he said, “O 
Allah! I seek refuge with Your Face (from that).” And when it was 
revealed: “...or to cover you with confusion in party-strife, and 
make you taste the violence o f one another,” he said, “These two are 
easier (than the previous ones).”1
Imam al-Bukhari placed this hadith in “The Book of Tawhid” to 
show that the Face of Allah is an attribute from the essence of Allah. 
Ahlus-Sunnah affirm the names and attributes of Allah that appear in 
the Book and Sunnah in a manner in accordance with His complete 
perfection, without distortion, misinterpretation, negation, without 
saying how, and without making a likeness or example for Allah. As 
Allah the Exalted said:

1 Sahih al-Bukhdri 7 3 13
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There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

[Surah ash-Shura 42:11]

Thus, Allah has hearing which is not similar to the hearing of 
the creation. He has sight which is not similar to the sight of the 
creation, and He has a Face which is not similar to the face of the 
creation. And this applies to all of His attributes.
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Surah al-'Ankabut

Verse 69

As for those who strive hard in Our cause, We will 
surely guide them to Our paths. And verily, Allah is 

with the good doers.
[Surah al- 'A nkabu t 29:69]

Explanation
Those who strive hard in the cause of Allah— they are the Messenger 
of Allah Hf, his noble Companions, and those who follow them in 
goodness until the Day of Judgment. Striving in the cause of Allah 
includes striving against the soul upon the obedience of Allah, striv­
ing against the disbelievers and hypocrites, striving to call the people 
towards good, and enjoining the good and forbidding the evil. Allah 
will reward those who strive hard in His cause by guiding them to 
the paths of success in this world and the Hereafter.
Ibn Kathlr said in his explanation of this verse: ‘“Abbas al-Hamdanl 
Abu Ahmad said concerning the verse ‘As for those who strive hard 
in Our cause, We will surely guide them to O ur paths. And verily, 
Allah is with the good doers’ that those who work according to what 
they know will be guided to what they do not know. Ahmad bin Abi 
al-Hiwari said, ‘I narrated this to Sulayman ad-Daranl, and he was
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amazed by it. Then he said, “It is not befitting for the person who 
desires to do something good to act upon that good until he hears it 
in a narration. If he hears a narration mentioning this good, then he 
implements it and he praises Allah that his soul was in accordance 
with the legislation.’” ”
Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said:
In this noble verse, Allah says that He will guide those who strive in 
His cause to paths of good and guidance. This is mentioned in other 
verses as well. He said:

{  <J A* )
While as for those who accept guidance, He increases 

their guidance...
[Surah M u h a m m a d  47:17]

And He said:

As for those who believe, it has increased their faith.
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:124]

[End of ash-Shinqiti’s speech]
Shaykh ash-Shinqiti also said concerning the statement of Allah 
“And verily, Allah is with the good doers”:
This is specific for the believers; Allah is with them by way of aiding 
and helping them and granting them success. This meaning is found 
in other places, like the statement of Allah the Exalted:

I am with you both, hearing and seeing.
[Surah Ta-Hd 20:46]

And His statement:
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Surah  a l- 'A n ka b u t:  Verse 69

(Remember) when your Lord inspired the angels,
“Verily, I am with you ...”

[Surah al-Anfal 8:12]

And His statement:

^  i i i  i oj 05̂  ^  y
Be not sad (or afraid); surely, Allah is with us.

[Surah at-Taiobah 9:40]

And He said:

i  J j  % I )
With me is my Lord; He will guide me.

[Surah ash-Shu'ara' 26:62]

This is specific for the believers, but Allah is with all of His creation 
in the sense that His knowledge completely encompasses them, and 
He has complete control over them, and all the creation is within 
His grasp. The creation within His Hand is smaller than a mustard 
seed.
Thus, He is with all the creation in this sense. And this is mentioned 
in various verses, such as His statement:

There is in no private conversation of three except 
that He is the fourth o f them, nor are there five but 
that He is the sixth o f them—and no less than that 
and no more except that He is with them [in knowl-
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edge].
[Surah al-M ujddilah 58:7]

And His statement:

And He is with you (by His knowledge) wheresoever 
you may be. And Allah is the All-Seer o f what you

do.
[Surah al-H adid  57:4]

And His statement:

Then surely, We shall narrate unto them (their 
whole story) with knowledge, and indeed We were 

not absent.
[Surah a l-A 'rd f  7:7]

And His statement:

Whatever you (O Muhammad) may be doing, and 
whatever portion you may be reciting from the 
Qur'an, and whatever deed you (mankind) may be 
doing (good or evil), We are witness thereof when 

you are doing it.
[Surah Y unus  10:61]

Allah is above His throne in a manner befitting His complete perfec­
tion, while He encompasses all His creation; all of them are in the 
grasp of His Hand. There is not an atom in the earth or the heavens 
that is hidden from Him. There is not anything smaller than an 
atom or bigger except that it is all written in a clear Book.
[End o f ash-Shinqiti’s speech]
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Surah ar-Rum

Verse 41

gJJu’l U, } 4 \ j  p  ^  ^
^  4 4 ^  ( 3 ^  (*4^3-^

Evil has appeared on land and sea because of what 
the hands of men have earned, that Allah may make 
them taste a part o f that which they have done, in 

order that they may return.
[Surah ar-R u m  30:41]

Explanation
The words “land” (j j II) and “sea” (jkill) have been explained as 
“land” meaning “desert area” and “sea” meaning “the townships.” 
This was mentioned by Ibn Kathir from Ibn ‘Abbas, ‘Ikramah, and 
others. Other scholars have said that land is what we know as land, 
and the sea is what we know as the sea.
Most of the scholars are of the view that the first statement is more 
correct. And it is aided by what was mentioned by Ibn Is'haq in the 
sirah:

aLI dJ-L* ^
. sALj :

The Messenger of Allah ||f  entered a peace treaty with the king of
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Aylah, and he wrote a letter for his sea— meaning, his city.1
In Al-Qamus al-Muhit (a famous dictionary), it says: “Al-bahr 
(sea) refers to a city and any village that contains a flowing river or 
stagnant water.”
Sad bin ‘Ubadah said about ‘Abdullah bin Ubayy:

. AjL^ajdb a i j l Ot Vjd>XS\ s T i  J js l  Jji)
The people of this small sea had decided unanimously to crown him 
and tie a turban on his head (electing him as chief).2
The meaning of “small sea” in this hadith is al-Madinah, the city of 
the Prophet ij§f.
Abu Sa’ld al-Khudrl said:

 ̂ °
(jU  . Lgii-Uis J j I  q a  d JJ J -g i cA j-L i Oj cd T > o J

. l i i i  l i i u  ^  ^  a n  o u  j U J i  t\y3 j i i
A Bedouin asked the Messenger o f Allah -H about the emigration. 
The Prophet 0  said, “May you receive pity. The matter o f emigra­
tion is very hard. Have you got camels? Do you pay their zakdhl"  
The Bedouin said, “Yes, I have camels and I pay their zakah." The 
Prophet 0  said, “Work beyond the seas, and Allah will not decrease 
(waste) any o f your good deeds.”3
The meaning of the word “seas” in this hadith is “towns.”
Ash-ShawkanI said in his explanation of this verse, “It is said that 
land means the desert and sea means the town with water; this was 
said by ‘Ikramah. The Arabs call the towns ‘seas.’ Mujahid said, 
‘Land is considered the land area without water while the sea is any

1 Sunan Abi Dawud  3079; authenticated by al-Albani.
2 Sahih al-Bukhdri 4566
3 Sahih al-Bukhdri 1452; Sahih Muslim  1865
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town with a river.’ The ‘evil’ mentioned in this verse can refer to the 
actions of mankind such as their sins, criminal activity, boycotting 
one another, oppression, and fighting. O r it can refer to the calamity 
Allah causes due to the sins of man, such as drought, fear, plagues, 
and decrease in provisions.”
Ibn Kathir said, ‘“ Evil has appeared on land and sea because of 
what the hands of men have earned’— This is a decrease in crops 
and provision due to sins. Abu ‘Aliyah said, ‘Whoever disobeys Allah 
has caused corruption upon the earth, because rectification upon the 
earth and in the heavens is by obedience.’”
Abu Qatadah bin Rab’l said:

ii SjllAj aIJLp U'
j a ’̂ \  oUJ! Z a Uj p J U J  1 U IjJUi . Z a J-ljilUj
£>Ulj SlJl Z a f e J L S  JdiJlj lib lj liijl ^

A funeral passed by the Messenger o f Allah Dp and he said, “He is 
relieved and others are relieved of him.” They said, “What does 
‘relieved’ mean and what does ‘relieved of him’ mean?” He said, 
“The believing slave is relieved of the hardships and troubles of 
this world, and the people, the land, the trees, and the animals are 
relieved of the immoral slave.”4
His statement “that Allah may make them taste a part of that which 
they have done, in order that they may return” is similar to His 
statement:

 ̂ ol 4_Ul -bJj Ujl jt-ipU 1 jJy  Oli
{  t f t y i

And if they turn away, then know that Allah’s will 
is to punish them for some sins of theirs. And truly,

4 Sunan an-Nasd'i 1930
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most of men are rebellious and disobedient.
[Surah al-M a'idah 5:49]

And His statement:

j  y *  Uj ^

{ J > 0 *
And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because 
of what your hands have earned. And He pardons 

much.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:30]
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Surah Luqman

Verse 10

He has created the heavens without any pillars that 
you see and has set on the earth firm mountains, 
lest it should shake with you. And He has scattered 
therein moving (living) creatures of all kinds. And 
We send down water (rain) from the sky, and We 
cause (plants) o f every goodly kind to grow therein.

[Surah Luqman 31:10]

Explanation
This noble verse shows the perfect, complete power of Allah the 
Exalted in His creation of the heavens and the earth, the creatures 
upon it, the vegetation that comes from it, and the rain that descends 
from the sky.
His statement: “He has created the heavens without any pillars that 
you see”— Some scholars say that this means the heavens has pillars, 
but they are not visible. Some scholars say that the heavens have 
been raised without any pillars, visible or invisible. This verse is 
similar to the statement of Allah:
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e^dJl aJJI
Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any 

pillars that you can see.
[Surah ar-Ra'd 13:2]

Ibn Kathir said about the statement “without any pillars that you see”:
It has been narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, al-Hasan, and 
Qatadah that they said the heavens has pillars but the pillars are not 
visible. ‘Iyas bin Mu’awiyah said that the heavens is mounted over 
the earth like a dome; meaning, without any pillars. This is what is 
apparent from the context. And this is what is apparent from the 
statement of the Exalted:

4  Ajih i J i .  £ *  o! i L J J j  )
He withholds the heavens from falling on the earth 

except by His permission.
[Surah al-Hajj 22:65]

His statement “that you can see” is affirming the absence of pillars. 
Thus, it is elevated without any pillars, and you see that it is elevated 
without any pillars. And this is all because of His complete power.
[End o f Ibn Kathir’s speech]
From the complete and perfect power of Allah over His slaves and 
mercy upon His creation on the earth is that He stabilized the earth 
with mountains so it would not shift with them. He said:

2> isisji j i ^ j i j  o
Have We not made the earth as a bed, and the 

mountains as pegs?
[Surah an-Naba' 78:6-7]

He created the earth, made it a resting place, and made it firm with 
strong mountains, and He created creatures within it that no one 
knows except Allah. He sent down rain from the sky, and brought
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forth various categories of vegetation; some of it is a beautification 
for the earth and some of it is provision for His slaves. Allah the 
Exalted said:

Su rah  L uqm dn: Verse 10

Who has made the earth a resting place for you, 
and the sky as a canopy, and sent down water (rain) 
from the sky and brought forth therewith fruits as 
a provision for you. Then do not set up rivals unto 
Allah (in worship) while you know (that He alone 

has the right to be worshiped).
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:22]
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Surah as-Sajdah

Verses 10—11

iM  J , j i \  J  d U  \ l j  I j J U j  >  

k ill*  J i  0  frUL J j

{  0  d ! P  0*J <=£p'
And they say, “When we are lost in the earth, shall we 
indeed be recreated anew?” Nay, but they deny the 
meeting with their Lord! Say: “The angel of death, 
who is entrusted over you, will take your souls; then 

you shall be brought to your Lord.”
[Surah as-Sajdah 32:10-11]

Explanation
The first verse explains how the disbelievers belie the meeting with 
Allah the Exalted and deny the resurrection. They believe that it is 
unlikely to occur once their bodies have disintegrated within the 
soil. This is the meaning of the statement “when we are lost in the 
earth.” Similar to this is the statement of Allah about the disbeliev­
ers:

“When we are dead and have become dust (shall we 
be resurrected?) That is a far return.”

[Surah Q d f5 0 :3 ]
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And His statement:

b i  f e z  j + j  ^  >  \ y £  j u j

Those who disbelieve say, “Shall we direct you to a 
man (Muhammad) who will tell you (that) when you 
have become fully disintegrated into dust with full 
dispersion, then you will be created (again) anew?”

[Surah Saba' 34:7]

The noble Qur'an affirms the resurrection using three intellectual 
proofs in a number of verses. It draws attention to man’s initial 
creation, the creation of the heaven and the earth, and the vegeta­
tion of the earth growing after it had previously died. From these 
verses is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

i  ®  J #  jU- 3 ^
And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his 
own creation. He says, “Who will give life to these 
bones when they have rotted away and become 
dust?” Say (O Muhammad): “He Who created them 
for the first time will give life to them! And He is the 

All-Knower of every creation!”
[Surah Yd-Sin 36:78-79]

And His statement:
a n  j i  \y j  jJ j t  >

(15^  $  l!/ ^ ' CzH- y  l)*
< ^  5^

Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens 
and the earth and was not wearied by their creation,
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is able to give life to the dead? Yes, He surely is able 
to do all things.

[Surah a l -A h q a f46:33]

And His statement:

The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed 
greater than the creation of mankind, yet most of 

mankind know not.
[Surali Ghafir 40:57]

And His statement:

And among His signs (in this) is that you see the 
earth barren, but when We send down water (rain) 
to it, it is stirred to life and growth (of vegetation).
Verily, He Who gives it life, surely, (He) is able to 
give life to the dead. Indeed! He is able to do all 

things.
[Siirah Fussilat 41:39]

In the second verse— “Say: ‘The angel of death, who is entrusted over 
you, will take your souls; then you shall be brought to your Lord’ — 
there is an explanation that the angel of death will take their souls; 
they shall be raised to life and then returned to their Lord. They 
will be given the recompense for their actions and entered into the 
Hellfire, an eternal punishment with no end.
The mention of the angel of death taking the souls does not contra­
dict the mention of numerous angels taking the souls. Allah the 
Exalted said:
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Surah  as-Sajdah: Verses 10-11

\yA- a J s i l l p  ijj i ^aUJ' JaJ ^
^  Jjbyi) H i d j  < u i y  O j d J '  s.L>- ' i '

And He is the subjugator over His servants, and He 
sends over you guardian angels until, when death 
conies to one o f you, Our messengers take him, and 

they never neglect their duty.
[Surah a l-A n'dm  6:61]

This is not a contradiction, because the angel of death has helpers; 
when he takes the soul, they take the soul from him. The Messenger 
of Allah said:
J j i  y  L j j J l  y  y  OlS" b l  y y »d' 2Ljd' O '

c
y £  p-Q Ay-j Ob" yp-£ f.L»— y  aJ'
j~gJ' <U* y y -  ajljJ' d>y> - y  d?y > - j  Ai>J' A \S \  y

C t
<cM j Ass- ys>- A jIp  bTL* ^

A S  J y s s  J l i  O ' < d J '  y  i y - y - \
t *oUj y  LayAi_ La Jj>-' '3li La Jj>-Lji L̂â J' ^y ^-y 5̂ L,a' 1

.]py>x]\ dJJd y j  d-Lii y  L a L a j J j > - I j  y y -  iijis
"» " « 

j '  A-A~-* <U>xjSj ■ .la IS ' Lg_C*

When the believing slave is about to depart this world and enter the 
Hereafter, there come down to him from the heavens angels with 
white faces like the sun, and they sit around him as far as the eye 
can see. They bring with them shrouds from Paradise and perfumes 
from Paradise. Then the angel of death comes and sits by his head, 
and he says, “O good soul, come forth to forgiveness from Allah and 
His pleasure.” Then it comes out easily like a drop of water from the 
mouth of a waterskin. When he seizes it, they do not leave it in his 
hand for an instant before they take it and put it in that shroud with 
that perfume, and there comes from it a fragrance like the finest 
musk on the face of the earth.
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He said about the disbeliever:
a J I  s i ^ l  J A  j L i ^ j  L j j J I  ^  J  o i r  131 ~ l * J I  d \ j

j  -  ̂1 1 ^   ̂* A d ^  ̂ £- I
t. t-

I I I ̂  *j 1 ^  ̂ A*3 4̂»j \̂ j *\s*£* I

U S ’” 1 ^ - P ^ i u 3  d w L ^ > -  J l i  t _ . ^  c-j  4JJ I  J ^ J l
* c .^  U^pJu jJ UJjJ-I bU Uji>“Li J^LJ' zyu~]\ ^ jzj

c
^jj ^r*d.J d-Uj ii^i? a-U*

<U>-J OA>-j ^«->-
But when the disbelieving slave is about to depart this world and 
enter the Hereafter, there come down to him from the heavens 
angels with hlack faces, bringing sackcloth, and they sit around 
him as far as the eye can see. Then the angel o f death comes and 
sits by his head, and he says, “O evil soul, come forth to the wrath 
of Allah and His anger.” Then his soul disperses inside his body, 
then comes out cutting the veins and nerves, like a skewer passing 
through wet wool. When he seizes it, they do not leave it in his hand 
for an instant before they take it and put it in that sackcloth, and 
there comes from it a stench like the foulest stench of a dead body 
on the face of the earth.1

1 Musnad Imam Ahmad 18557; classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih al-Jdmi’ (1676).
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Surah al-Ahzab

Verses 1-3

O Prophet, have taqw a  o f Allah, and obey not the 
disbelievers and the hypocrites. Verily! Allah is 
Ever All-Knower, All-Wise. And follow that which 
is inspired in you from your Lord. Verily, Allah is 
well-acquainted with what you do. And put your 
trust in Allah, and sufficient is Allah as a disposer 

of affairs.
[Surah a l-A hzab 33:1-3]

Explanation
Allah addressed His Prophet in these verses, and this is also an 
address to the ummah. The principle is that when Allah addresses 
the Prophet 0 ,  He is also addressing the ummah, except if there 
is proof that the address is specifically for the Prophet in that 
case, the ruling is specific for him. In the statement of Allah “And 
follow that which is inspired in you from your Lord. Verily, Allah 
is well-acquainted with what you do,” there is no proof that this is 
specific to the Prophet alone, because in the beginning of the verse,
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Allah addresses him in the singular form, while at the end of the 
verse, He address [the ummah\ using the plural form.
This is similar to the statement of Allah the Exalted:

So set you (O Muhammad) your face towards the 
religion of pure Islamic monotheism.

[Surali a r -R u m  30:30]

Then after that He said:

>
(Always) turning in repentance to Him.

[Surah ar-R u m  30:31]

And His statement:

O Prophet, when you divorce women, divorce them 
for [the commencement of] their waiting period.

[Surah at-Taldq 65:1 ]

His statement: “O Prophet, have taqwa of Allah”— Taqwa of Allah 
is obedience to Him by obeying His commands and avoiding His 
prohibitions. Ibn Kathir narrated from Talq bin Habib that he said, 
“ Taqwa is to work in the obedience of Allah upon a light from Allah, 
hoping for the reward of Allah, and to abandon disobeying Allah, 
upon a light from Allah, fearing the punishment of Allah.”
In the first verse, there is a prohibition from obeying the disbelievers 
and hypocrites and listening to what they say. Allah the Exalted said:
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O  you who believe, if you obey those who disbelieve, 
they will send you back on your heels, and you will 
turn back (from faith) as losers. But Allah is your 

protector, and He is the best o f helpers.
[Surah A l i  'Imran 3:149-150]

The disbelievers are those who disbelieve in Allah, on the outside and 
inside. The hypocrites are those who display faith while concealing 
disbelief. Allah informed us in Surah an-Nisa that the hypocrites 
will be in the lowest depths of the Hellfire. Disbelief is more general 
than polytheism, because disbelief entails polytheism, which is 
to worship other than Allah; and it entails disbelief which is not 
polytheism, such as insulting Allah or insulting His Messenger %.
Polytheism [shirk) may be mentioned containing that which is 
disbelief, like the statement of Allah the Exalted:

Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set 
up with him in worship, but He forgives except that 

(anything else) to whom He pleases.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:48]

This includes that which is disbelief, such as insulting Allah and 
insulting His Messenger ffe, and denying that which is undeniably 
known in Islam, like the prayer, zakah, fasting, and Hajj.
The second verse is a command to follow revelation, and it is what 
comes in the Book and the Sunnah. A similar verse is the statement 
of Allah the Exalted:

tiJ-5 (_r? ^y^f3 X? ( cr* (*-^1 ^  y

Follow, [O mankind], what has been revealed to you 
from your Lord, and do not follow any allies other
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than Him. Little do you remember.
[Surah a l - A 'rdf  7:3]

In the third verse, there is a command to place our trust in Allah. 
This is to rely upon Allah. And whoever places their trust in Allah, 
He will suffice them. Relying upon Allah is a category of worship, 
so do not place your trust in anyone other than Allah the Exalted. 
Allah said:

i. ^  ^  y
And put your trust in Allah if you are believers 

indeed.
[Surah al-M a'idah 5:23]
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Surah Saba'

Verse 3

Jj.) & '$ >0
j  Sji ^  4 #  ^  ^  v - ^ '  ( J >  ° ( ^ k u  
>£\ N j j j J i  ^  £ j \  V j ^  ^  Sfj o l j U U l

o^r* ls? ^!
Those who disbelieve say, “The Hour will not come 
to us.” Say: “Yes, by my Lord, it will come to you.” 
(Allah, He is) the All-Knower of the unseen, nothing 
escapes Him, not even the weight o f an atom or less 
than that or greater, in the heavens or in the earth, 

but it is in a clear Book.
[Surah Saha' 34:3]

Explanation
The term “the Hour” is applied to the death of the last people living 
upon the earth during the last days when the first blowing of the 
trumpet will occur. It is also applied to the resurrection when the 
trumpet is blown for the second time. The disbelievers deny the 
coming of the Hour, and this is the meaning of the statement “Those 
who disbelieve say, ‘The Hour will not come to us.’”
From the verses which prove that the term “the Hour” is used to 
refer to the resurrection is the statement of Allah the Exalted:
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U lD l i f p j  i jj i-  IfcJlP jV!)I )
l i i  j r  ijLj-j*

The Fire; they are exposed to it, morning and 
afternoon, and on the day when the Hour will be 
established (it will be said to the angels): “Cause 
Pharaoh’s followers to enter the severest torment!”

[Surah Ghafir 40:46]

Ibn Kathir said in bis tafsir o f this verse:
This is one of three verses— and there is not a fourth— in which 
Allah commands His Prophet •§? to swear by his Lord that the Hour 
is coming to arrive, due to the disbelievers denying it. The first is His 
statement in Surah Yunus:

U j JA J i l  J j j  j  J i  >  f r t  >

And they ask you (O Muhammad) to inform them 
(saying): “Is it true?” Say: “Yes! By my Lord! It is the 

very truth, and you cannot escape from it!”
[Surah Y u n u s  10:53]

The second is this verse:

Q5 f t  a p lu i  f  j i i j  y

Those who disbelieve say: “The Hour will not come 
to us.” Say: “Yes, by my Lord, it will come to you.”

[Surah Saba' 34:3]

The third is in Surah at-Taghabun:



Su rah  Saba': V erse 3

The disbelievers pretend that they will never be 
resurrected (for the account). Say (O Muhammad):
“Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected; 
then you will be informed of (and recompensed for) 

what you did, and that is easy for Allah.”
[Surah at-Taghdbun 64:7]

Mujahid and Qatadah said about His statement “nothing escapes 
Him” that this means nothing is hidden from Him. Thus, every­
thing is included beneath His knowledge and there is nothing 
hidden from Him. When the bones are faded, dispersed, and torn 
about, He knows where they go and where they separated to. Then 
He will bring the bodies together again just as He created them the 
first time. Thus, He has full knowledge of all things.
[End o f Ibn Kathir’s speech]
This is similar to the statement of Allah the Exalted:

Whatever you (O Muhammad) may be doing, and 
whatever portion you may be reciting from the 
Qur'an, and whatever deed you (mankind) may be 
doing, We are witness thereof when you are doing it. 
And nothing is hidden from your Lord (so much as) 
the weight o f an atom on the earth or in the heaven. 
Not what is less than that or what is greater than 

that but it is (written) in a clear record.
[Surah Y u n u s  10:61]
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Surah Fatir

Verses 32-33

Then We gave the Book for inheritance to such of 
Our slaves whom We chose. Then of them are some 
who wrong their own selves, and of them are some 
who follow a middle course, and of them are some 
who are, by Allah’s leave, foremost in good deeds.
That is indeed a great grace. Eden Paradise they will 
enter; therein will they be adorned with bracelets of 
gold and pearls, and their garments there will he of

silk.
[Surah Fatir 35:32-33]

Explanation
Allah informs us of the magnitude of His virtue and favor in guiding 
those He chose to guide to Islam from this ummah, and they are 
of three categories. The three categories are those who wrong 
themselves, those who follow a middle course, and those who are 
foremost in performing good deeds. The final destination of every­
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one who has been guided to Islam is Paradise, even if some of them 
receive a portion of punishment due to wronging themselves.
Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said in his book Adiva 
al-Bayan, while explaining Surah al-Ma 'idah:
Allah the Exalted said:

Among them are those who follow a moderate 
course, but many of them—evil is that which they

do.
[Surah al-M a'idah 5:66]

In this noble verse, Allah informs us that the People of the Book 
are of two categories: a group who take a middle course upon good 
deeds, and many who perform evil deeds. And He divided this 
ummah into three categories in His statement:

4 4  y
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Then of them are some who wrong their own selves, 
and of them are some who follow a middle course, 
and of them are some who are, by Allah’s leave, 
foremost in good deeds. That is indeed a great grace.

[Surah Fatir 35:32]

He promised Paradise to all three categories with His statement:
i "o'* f. " * t 0 0 s * 2, \

^  '4*? ( 4 ^ j  ' i $ j  v-*-5
Eden Paradise they will enter; therein will they be 
adorned with bracelets o f gold and pearls, and their 

garments there will be of silk.
[Siirah Fatir 35:33]
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He mentioned a fourth category, and they are the disbelievers. He 
mentioned them in His statement:

^  o i ^ j  }

4. ^  < s £ 4^- ^" (jy* (*4^ Y}
But those who disbelieve, for them will be the Fire of 
Hell. Neither will it have a complete killing effect on 
them so that they die, nor shall its torment be light­
ened for them. Thus do We requite every disbeliever!

[Surah Fatir 35:36]

The three categories of Muslims are defined as follows:
1) Those who adopt a middle course are those who perform 

the commands and avoid the prohibitions, while not exceeding this.
2) Those who are the foremost upon good deeds are those who 

also perform extra acts of worship to draw near to Allah, and they 
avoid some permissible things fearing it will cause them to fall into 
impermissible matters.

3) Those who wrong themselves are mentioned in His state­
ment:

% ,A yCaS* \y&3s>-  ̂ dj 1jips* 1 Oy)j>~ A
j d l l  o f  ol dl l  J J *

And (there are) others who have acknowledged their 
sins; they have mixed a deed that was righteous with 
another that was evil. Perhaps Allah will turn unto 
them in forgiveness. Surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 

Most Merciful.
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:102]

And knowledge is with Allah.
[End ofShaykh ash-Shinqiti’s speech]

270



Surah  Fatir: Verses 3 2 -3 3

Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti continued by saying:
O f all the verses in the Qur'an, one of the verses containing the most 
hope is the statement o f Allah the Exalted:

J iL  3̂ /SCJL* ji-!lb
olL>- (J) cJJi aJUl
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Then We gave the Book for inheritance to such of 
Our slaves whom We chose. Then of them are some 
who wrong their own selves, and o f them are some 
who follow a middle course, and of them are some 
who are, by Allah’s leave, foremost in good deeds.
That is indeed a great grace. Eden Paradise they will 
enter; therein will they be adorned with bracelets of 
gold and pearls, and their garments there will be of 
silk. And they will say, “All the praises and thanks be 
to Allah, Who has removed from us (all) grief. Verily, 
our Lord is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to 
appreciate. Who, out of His grace, has lodged us in 
a home that will last forever; there, toil will touch us 

not, nor weariness will touch us.”
[Surah Fatir 35:32-35]

Allah explains in this verse that this ummah inheriting this Book is 
proof that Allah has preferred them, because He said, “Then We gave 
the Book for inheritance to such of O ur slaves whom We chose.” 
And He explained that they are of three categories:

1) The first category is those who oppress themselves. This is
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the person who obeys Allah but also disobeys Him. Those about 
whom Allah said:

{  oi i i i  j l *
And (there are) others who have acknowledged their 
sins; they have mixed a deed that was righteous with 
another that was evil. Perhaps Allah will turn unto 

them in forgiveness.
[Surah a t-Tawbah 9:102]

2) The second category is those who adopt a middle course; 
this is the person who obeys Allah and does not disobey Him, but 
he does not perform supererogatory acts of worship to draw close to 
Allah.

3) The third category is those who are foremost in good 
deeds. This is the person who performs the obligations and avoids 
the prohibitions, and he draws close to Allah with optional acts of 
worship.
This is the most correct statement concerning the one who oppresses 
him, the one who takes the middle course, and the one who is 
foremost in doing good deeds. Then Allah explained that inheriting 
the Book is a tremendous favor from Him upon them. Then He 
promised all of them Paradise, and Allah never breaks His promise.
His statement:

/ s * J o o  ̂ \^  Lj j OAp  Jfc
Eden Paradise they will enter.

In the Arabic language, the letter waw (j) signifies that the verb is 
plural; thus, entering Paradise includes the Muslim who oppresses 
himself, the one who adopts a middle course, and the one who is at 
the forefront of performing good deeds. For this reason, some schol­
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ars have said, “This letter waw (j) deserves to be written with tears,”1 
because it is a truthful promise of gardens of Eden in Paradise for 
every category of this ummah, the first mentioned being those who 
oppress themselves. This proves that this verse brings about the 
most hope of any verse. There are no Muslims outside of these three 
categories. Thus, this promise of Paradise includes all Muslims. For 
this reason, after this verse, He mentions the disbelievers in His 
statement:

\ j j j  °\e- i ^  Lf% 'ĵ  )*
^  ' y  s f y  j*  ( 4 ^
But those who disbelieve, for them will be the Fire of 
Hell. Neither will it have a complete killing effect on 
them so that they die, nor shall its torment be light­
ened for them. Thus do We requite every disbeliever!

[Surah Fatir 35:36]

The scholars differ as to why the person who oppresses himself is 
mentioned before the person who adopts a middle course and 
before the person who is foremost in good deeds, as it relates to the 
promise of Paradise. Some scholars say it is so he will not despair of 
Allah’s mercy, and He mentioned those who are foremost in good 
deeds last so that they would not become amazed by their actions 
and thus invalidate their good deeds. Some scholars said it is because 
most of the inhabitants of Paradise will be from those who oppress 
themselves, because those who do not commit sin are far less than 
them. Allah the Exalted said:

< j i  £  >
Except those who believe and do righteous good

1 Translator’s note: Saying that something should be written in tears is more profound 
than saying it should be written in gold, because tears are more precious than gold. 
Shaykh ‘Abdullah al-Bukhari said, “Tears are more precious than gold. If someone said to 
you that they will take away all your tears and give you its weight in gold, would you ac­
cept this?! Therefore, tears are more precious than gold.” (Beneficial Advice to the Student 
o f  Knowledge)
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deeds, and they are few.
[Surah Sad 38:24]

[End o f ash-Shinqiti’s speech]
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Surah Ya-Sin

Verses 10-11

/f /5tX5&\ Q  ̂ 0

It is the same to them whether you warn them or you 
warn them not; they will not believe. You can only 
warn him who follows the reminder, and fears the 
Most Beneficent (Allah) unseen. Bear you to such a 
one the glad tidings o f forgiveness, and a generous 

reward.
[Surah Ya-Sin 36:10-11]

Explanation
These two verses explain that the ummah invited to the da’wab of 
our Prophet 0  is of two categories:

1) The group that benefits from the warning, and they are 
those who responded to the da'wah and entered his religion of pure 
monotheism.

2) And the other group who did not benefit due to their blind­
ness and wandering in misguidance.
The first verse is like the statement of Allah the Exalted:
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Verily, those who disbelieve, it is the same to them 
whether you (O Muhammad) warn them or do not 
warn them, they will not believe. Allah has set a 
seal on their hearts and on their hearings, and on 
their eyes there is a covering. Theirs will be a great 

torment.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:6-7]

The second verse is like the statement of Allah the Exalted:

4  (4J s-4*^  p-fD j ja J ' oj y
Verily! Those who fear their Lord unseen—theirs 

will be forgiveness and a great reward.
[Surah a l-M u lk  67:12]

Those who benefit from the warning are those who follow the 
revelation, those who adhere to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah 
of His Messenger Those who fear their Lord in secret and in the 
open—Allah has promised them with forgiveness for their sins, and 
they will receive a generous reward with elevated levels and degrees 
in Paradise.
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Surah as-Saffat

Verses 133-138
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And verily, Lut was one o f the messengers. When We 
saved him and his family, all, except an old woman 
(his wife) who was among those who remained 
behind. Then We destroyed the others. Verily, you 
pass by them in the morning. And at night; will you 

not then reflect?
[Surah as-Saffat 37:133-138]

Explanation
These noble verses explain how the people of Lut belied him, and 
how Allah destroyed them while saving the family of Lut except for 
his wife. His wife was from among those destroyed. Allah placed 
their destroyed homes on the road between the towns of al-Hijaz 
and Sham, and the pagans would travel these roads day and night. 
He said, “Will you not reflect?” This means, “Will you not consider 
this and take heed from what happened to them?” Just as Allah the 
Exalted said about the people of Lut in Surah Hud:
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So when Our commandment came, We turned 
(the towns o f Sodom in Palestine) upside down,
and rained on them stones of baked day, piled up;
marked from your Lord, and they are not ever far 

from the evildoers.
[Surah H u d  11:82-83]

The Qur'an mentions the destruction of the previous nations
and how the tribe of Quraysh did not give consideration to what
happened to those who came before them. Allah the Exalted said:

jy u c -  - j .  f S  j *  t s l i i  ’f j r  $  j* :  $  >

Is it not guidance for them, how many generations 
We have destroyed before them, in whose dwellings 
they do walk about? Verily, therein indeed are signs. 

Would they not then listen?
[Surah as-Sajdah 32:26]

And He said:

b i p  ib is ' iy ) * 4  j  j j w  )

< ^  tin ^
Have they not traveled through the earth, and 
seen what was the end of those before them? Allah 
destroyed them completely, and a similar (fate 

awaits) the disbelievers.
[Surah M u h a m m a d  47:10]

And He said:
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Say (O Muhammad): “Travel in the land and see 
what was the end of those who rejected truth.”

[Surah al-A n'dm  6:11]
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Surah Sad

Verses 4—5

And they wonder that a warner (Prophet Muhammad) 
has come to them from among themselves! And the 
disbelievers say, “This is a sorcerer, a liar. Has he 
made the gods (all) into one God? Verily, this is a 

curious thing!”
[Surah Sad 38:4-5]

Explanation
In the first verse, Allah explains the amazement the disbelievers had 
when Muhammad was sent as a prophet, and that he was a man 
just like them. They claimed that he was a magician and a liar. This 
amazement and false claim is also mentioned in the statement of 
Allah the Exalted:

Is it a wonder for mankind that We have sent

280



Surah  Sad: Verses 4 - 5

Our inspiration to a man from among themselves 
(saying): “Warn mankind (of the coming torment 
in Hell), and give good news to those who believe 
that they shall have with their Lord the rewards of 
their good deeds”? (But) the disbelievers say, “This 

is indeed an evident sorcerer.”
[Surah Y u n u s  10:2]

The second verse mentions the denial of the disbelievers and their 
rejection of Allah’s divinity, and they alleged that their other gods 
could be worshiped alongside Allah. And they believed that the call 
of the Messenger of Allah to worship Allah alone, without partners, 
was something strange.
These are three matters which the disbelievers to whom the Prophet 
%  was sent denied. Their denial is similar to the denial of the previ­
ous nations. The first denial is their amazement that a prophet would 
be sent from amongst the humans, so they denied him. Secondly, 
they denied Allah’s right to be worshiped alone, without partners. 
Both of these are mentioned in the statement of Allah the Exalted:

Has not the news reached you of those before you, 
the people of Nuh, and ‘Ad, and Thamud? And those 
after them? None knows them but Allah. To them 
came their messengers with clear proofs, but they
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put their hands in their mouths and said, “Verily, 
we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent, 
and we are really in grave doubt as to that which you 
invite us to.” Their messengers said, “Can there be 
a doubt about Allah, the Creator o f the heavens and 
the earth? He calls you that He may forgive you of 
your sins and give you respite for a term appointed.”
They said, “You are no more than human beings like 
us! You wish to turn us away from what our fathers 
used to worship. Then bring us a clear authority.”

[Surah Ibrahim 14:9-10]

The third matter is their accusing the prophets and messengers of 
sorcery and magic. Allah the Exalted said:

Ijiii T  J  riX # 3J 1 J  u i p r  >
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Likewise, no messenger came to those before them, 
but they said, “A sorcerer or a madman!” Have they 
(the people o f the past) transmitted this saying to 
them? Nay, they are themselves a people transgress­

ing beyond bounds!
[Surah adh -D hariya t  51:52-53]

The disbelievers agree upon disbelieving in the messengers and 
following what their forefathers were upon. Allah said:

Uj bl I j j A J  qa ULujI ^
< O /J & A,.

And We did not send a warner to a township, but 
those who were given the worldly wealth and 
luxuries among them said: “We believe not in the 

(message) with which you have been sent.”
[Surah Saba' 34:34]
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And He said:

And similarly, We sent not a warner before you (O 
Muhammad) to any town (people) but the luxuri­
ous ones among them said, “We found our fathers 
following a certain way and religion, and we will 

indeed follow their footsteps.”
[Surah a z - Z u k h r u f 43:23]
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Surah az-Zumar

Verses 53—55

Say: “O My servants who have transgressed 
against themselves, do not despair o f the mercy of 
Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. And return [in repen­
tance] to your Lord and submit to Him before the 
punishment comes upon you; then you will not be 
helped. And follow the best o f that which is sent 
down to you from your Lord, before the torment 

comes on you suddenly, while you perceive not!”
[Surah a z -Z u m a r  39:53-55]

Explanation
All sins— the greatest of them being polytheism— are wiped away 
with repentance. Allah the Exalted said:
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And those who invoke not any other god along 
with Allah, nor kill such life as Allah has forbid­
den, except for just cause, nor commit illegal sexual 
intercourse, and whoever does this shall receive 
the punishment. The torment will be doubled for 
him on the Day of Resurrection, and he will abide 
therein in disgrace; except those who repent and 
believe, and do righteous deeds; for those, Allah 
will change their sins into good deeds, and Allah is 

Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
[Surah al-Furqdn 25:68-70]

And His s t a t e m e n t :

0J3 *1AL- -li p-gJ yt*j I*** Oj
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Say to those who have disbelieved: if they cease 
(from disbelief), their past will be forgiven. But if 
they return, then the examples of those (punished) 
before them have already preceded (as a warning).

[Surah al-Anfal 8:38]

Ibn ‘Abbas M  said:

l / u  I j j j j  \ / j ^ j  a i  \y &  il>Ljl S * \ cLSb y
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Some pagans who committed murders in great number and commit­
ted illegal sexual intercourse excessively, came to Muhammad ffe 
and said, “O Muhammad! Whatever you say and invite people 
to is good, but we wish that you could inform us whether we can 
make expiation for our (past evil) deeds.” So the divine verses came: 
“Those who invoke not with Allah any other god, not kill such life 
as Allah has forbidden except for just cause, nor commit illegal 
sexual intercourse.” And there was also revealed, “Say: ‘O My slaves 
who have transgressed against their souls! Despair not of the mercy 
of Allah.””
Thus, all sins are erased through repentance. The minor sins are 
erased by avoiding the major sins, as Allah the Exalted said:

y& j <up OygAf U ylY" \ O l
< i l / -

If you avoid the major sins which you are forbidden,
We will remove from you your lesser sins and admit 

you to a noble entrance.
[Surah a n -N is a 1 4:31]

If a person dies without repenting from a sin which is other than 
shirk (polytheism), his affair is left up to Allah. If Allah wants, He 
will pardon him, and if He wants, He will punish him. This is based 
upon the statement of Allah the Exalted:

N l dl *3 aJJI 0l ^

Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set 
up with him in worship, but He forgives what is less

1 Sahih Muslim 322; Sahih al-Bukhdri 481
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than that for whom He wills.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:48]

If Allah does not forgive the Muslim who dies upon major sin 
without repenting, and He enters him into the Hellfire, he will not 
remain there forever; rather, he will be removed from the Hellfire 
and entered into Paradise. There are numerous ahadith stating that 
the Muslim who enters the Hellfire will be removed from it and 
entered into Paradise.
After Allah informed us of His virtue and kindness by forgiv­
ing all sins if they are repented from, He then commands us to be 
devoted to Him, submit to Him, and adhere to obeying Him and 
obeying His Messenger 0  before the punishment descends. Then 
He commanded His slaves to follow the noble Qur'an sent down 
upon His noble Messenger. Thus, He said: “And follow the best of 
that which is sent down to you from your Lord, before the torment 
comes on you suddenly, while you perceive not!”
Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said about the statement o f 
Allah “And follow the best o f that which is sent down to you from your 
Lord":
This is a command to perform the best actions before performing 
those actions of a lesser quality. Thus, the individual is incited to 
perform the action which is purely good before the action which 
is permissible. And there is no doubt that the obligatory acts of 
worship are better than the recommended acts of worship, so the 
person does what is obligatory before doing what is recommended. 
Likewise, he does what is purely good before doing what is permis­
sible. Allah said:

And if you punish (your enemy), then punish them 
with the like o f that with which you were afflicted. 
But if you endure patiendy, verily, it is better for the
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patient ones.
[Surah an-Nahl 16:126]

Thus, it is permissible to take retribution from those who harmed 
you, but Allah explained that it is better to pardon and be patient. 
And the examples like this in the Q ur'an are numerous.
[End o f Shaykh ash-Shinqiti’s speech]
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Surah Ghafir

Verse 60

And your Lord says, “Call upon Me; I will respond 
to you. Indeed, those who disdain My worship will 

surely enter Hell in humiliation!”
[Surah Ghafir 40:60]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah commands His slaves to supplicate to Him, and 
He promises to respond to their supplication. He threatens those 
too arrogant to worship Him with entering them into the Hellfire 
in humiliation. Du a includes the slave asking his Lord to give him 
good and repel evil. This is called du’a for asking. Du’d' of worship is 
to remember Allah and praise Him. The Prophet 0  said:

o l  f i d  J U j  - Y )  p  . s S U l  j k  S t e i n

“D u ’d ' is worship,” then he recited: “And your Lord says, ‘Call upon 
Me; I will respond to you. Indeed, those who disdain My worship 
will surely enter Hell in humiliation!’”1

1 Jdm i’at-Tirmidhi 3247
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Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqltl said, ‘“And your Lord says, 
“Call upon Me; I will respond to you’” ; some of the scholars said 
this means ‘worship Me and I will reward you for your worship.’ 
And this is proven by the statement that follows: ‘Indeed, those who 
disdain My worship will surely enter Hell in humiliation!’ Some 
scholars say that ‘And your Lord says, “Call upon Me; I will respond 
to you’” means ‘ask Me and I will give you.’ And there is no contra­
diction between these two meanings because du’a' is a category of 
worship.”
He said in Surah al-Baqarah:

^  J l i - S  t i l  ^ I j J l

And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad) 
concerning Me, then I am indeed near. I respond to 
the invocations of the supplicant when he calls on

Me.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:186]

In this verse, Allah says that He is near and He answers the call 
of those who call upon Him. In another verse, He connected His 
answer to His will. He said:

^  {.Li 01 aJI O^^aj ^
He would remove that for which you invoked Him 

if He willed.
[Surah al-A n'dm  6:41]

Some scholars said: When Allah says that He will answer the dua' if 
He wills, He is speaking about the dua' o f the disbelievers, because 
this verse is about the disbelievers. But He promised to answer the 
du’d' o f the believers. Thus, the dua of the believer is not rejected. 
The believer will either be given what he asks for, or some good 
will be stored for him until the Hereafter, or he will be protected 
from some harm. Some scholars say that the intent of dua here is 
worship, and the answer is the reward for it.
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The Prophet 0  said:
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“There is no Muslim who calls upon Allah with words in which there 
is no sin or severing of family ties except that Allah will give him one 
of three things: either He will answer his prayer soon, or He will 
store it for him in the Hereafter, or He will remove something bad 
from him that is equivalent to what he is asking for.” They said, 
“What if we should increase (in it)?” He 0  said, “(With) Allah is 
more.”2

Surah  Ghafir: Verse 60

Jdm i’at-Tirmidhi 3573
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Surah Fussilat

Verses 19—20
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And (remember) the day that the enemies of Allah 
will be gathered to the Fire, so they will be collected 
there. Until, when they reach it, their hearing, their 
eyes, and their skins will testily against them of what 

they used to do.
[Surah Fussilat 41:19-20]

Explanation
Allah the Exalted informs us how the inhabitants of the Hellfire will 
be gathered and driven to the Fire. The first of them and the last of 
them will be flung into the Hellfire, as Allah the Exalted said:

And We shall drive the criminals to Hell in a thirsty
state.

[Surah M a rya m  19:86]

And He said:
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The day when they will be pushed down by force to 
the Fire o f Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing.

[Surah a t-T ur  52:13]

Allah informs us that when they gather to the Hellfire, their hearing, 
sight, and skins will testify against them, as it relates to the actions 
they used to do. Anas bin Malik 0  said:
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. ^ E i  ^  . i l i i j  ^ s d  ij&

We were in the company o f the Messenger o f Allah 0  when he 
smiled, and he said, “Do you know why I smiled?” We said, “Allah 
and His Messenger know best.” Thereupon, he said, “It was because 
of the talk which the servant will have with his Lord (on the Day 
of Judgment). He will say, ‘My Lord, have you not guaranteed me 
protection against injustice?’ [Allah] will say, ‘Yes.’ Then the servant 
will say, ‘I do not deem valid any witness against me except for my 
own self,’ and He will say, ‘You are sufficient today as a witness 
against yourself and the testimony of the two angels who had been 
appointed to record your deeds.’ Then the seal will be set upon his 
mouth, and his hands and feet will be commanded to speak, and 
they will speak of his deeds. Then the mouth will be made free to 
talk; he will say (to the hands and feet), ‘Be away, let there be the 
curse of Allah upon you. It was for your safety that I contended.’
Similar to this verse is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

1 Sahih Muslim 2969
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On the day when their tongues, their hands, and 
their legs or feet will bear witness against them as to 

what they used to do.
[Surah a n -N u r  24:24]

And His statement:

This day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their 
hands will speak to Us, and their legs will bear 

witness to what they used to earn.
[Surah Ya-Sin 36:65]

The person’s limbs testifying to the actions they performed in this 
world is proof that the resurrection will be a physical resurrection, 
and the people will be resurrected with the bodies they had in this 
life. This is because this is the body that witnessed the actions of 
the person. This is also proven by the hadith in Sahih al-Bukhdri 
and Sahih Muslim which speaks of the man who said, “When I die, 
burn me and crush my bones, then scatter me in the sea, for by 
Allah, if Allah grasps hold of me, He will punish me as He has not 
punished anyone else in the world.” They did that, and Allah said, 
“W hat made you do what you did?” He said, “Fear o f You.” And He 
forgave him.2

2 Sahih Muslim 6980; Sahih al-Bukhdri 7506
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Surah ash-Shura

Verses 27-28

/  * f^  [j'*)
And if Allah were to enlarge the provision for His 
slaves, they would surely rebel in the earth, but He 
sends down by measure as He wills. Verily! He is in 
respect o f His slaves, the Well-Aware, the All-Seer.
And He it is Who sends down the rain alter they 
have despaired, and spreads abroad His Mercy. And 

He is the Protector, Worthy o f All Praise.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:27-28]

Explanation
Allah informs us in the first verse that from the reasons for oppres­
sion and rebellion is Allah enlarging the provision for His slaves. As 
Allah the Exalted said:

< 0  \j& * \ %  J  o  i ' M  H  ^  >
Nay! Verily, man does transgress all bounds, because
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he considers himself self-sufficient.
[Surah al-'A laq 96:6-7]

And He said:

\jLLJii 4j °j» djd-fj oi ijiji ^13 y
{  Yj S js y $ \  1*Jp

And when We intend to destroy a city, We command 
its affluent, but they defiantly disobey therein; so 
the word comes into effect upon it, and We destroy 

it with [complete] destruction.
[Surah al-lsra' 17:16]

And He said:

L g ij j  AxiOja* 51*1 c -J lS "  5jy# aJJI y
aJJI Ig S b U  aJUI piu\j ^'J£i J l^ J i  J b ’ lu b j

And Allah presents an example: a city which was safe 
and secure, its provision coming to it in abundance 
from every location, but it denied the favors of Allah. 
So Allah made it taste the envelopment of hunger 

and fear for what they had been doing.
[Surah an-Nahl 16:112]

And He said:

dr? &  cst ^  )*
4] J lS  31 $ \  j j  5 ^ J L  ^  01 U  j j i k i l

< ^ y S i  b' a j i  0 1^  V i i j s
Indeed, Qarun was from the people o f Moses, but he 
tyrannized them. And We gave him of treasures that 
whose keys would burden a band of strong men; 
thereupon, his people said to him, “Do not exult.
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Indeed, Allah does not like the exultant.”
[Surah al-Qasas 28:76]

Ibn Kathir said about the verse ‘And if Allah were to enlarge the 
provision for His slaves, they would surely rebel in the earth’: “This 
means that if He were to give them provisions which exceeded their 
needs, it would cause them to transgress upon one another.”
Qatadah said, “The best living is that which does not distract you or 
oppress you.”
His statement: “but He sends down by measure as He wills. Verily! 
He is in respect of His slaves, the Well-Aware, the All-Seer”— This 
means that He provides them with provision that He selects for them 
from that which will benefit them. And He is most knowledgeable 
concerning that. He enriches those who deserve to be enriched, and 
He impoverishes those who deserve to be impoverished.
Al-Qurtubi said in his tafsir o f this verse:
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Their transgression is them seeking home after 
home, animal after animal, vehicle after vehicle, and more clothes 
after clothes.”
If He gives them a lot, they desire more. This is based upon the 
statement of the Prophet H?:

If the son o f Adam had two valleys o f gold, he would surely desire 
a third.1
This is rebellion and transgression, and this is the meaning of the 
statement of Ibn ‘Abbas.
Some scholars say that if Allah had made everyone equal in regard 
to wealth, the people would not comply and yield to each other, and 
businesses would be disrupted.

1 Sahih al-Bukhdri 6436
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Some scholars say that the meaning of provision is rain, because rain 
is the reason for provision. So if Allah were to allow it to rain consis­
tently, the people would not supplicate for rain. Thus, He withholds 
the rain sometimes so they can beseech Him, and He sends the rain 
at other times so they can thank Him.
[End ofal-Qurtubi’s speech]
In the second verse, Allah informs us that He is the one Who sends 
down the rain during severe drought and severe need. He spreads 
His mercy, and disseminates His virtue and goodness. Allah the 
Exalted said:

Allah is He Who sends the winds, so they raise 
clouds and spread them along the sky as He wills, 
and then break them into fragments, until you see 
rain drops come forth from their midst! Then, when 
He has made them fall on whom of His slaves as He 
wills, they rejoice! And verily, before that (rain), just 
before it was sent down upon them, they were in

Allah’s mercy is of two types:
1) The first type of mercy is the mercy which is from His 

attributes; thus, it remains with Him in a manner which befits His 
majesty. From Allah’s names and attributes is the Most Beneficent, 
the Most Merciful.
The second type of mercy is from His creation. This mercy is an 
effect of the mercy which is from His attributes. This mercy is

despair!
[Surah ar-R u m  30:48-49]
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mentioned in His statement:

4  i ^  j j
And He spreads abroad His mercy.

[Surah ash-Shura 42:28]

And His statement:

^ J l 1 AjJ ajl« IaUpJj p  lL Uiil p d j  ^

And if We give man a taste o f mercy from Us, and 
then withdraw it from him, verily! He is despairing, 

ungrateful.
[Surah H u d  11:9]
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Surah az-Zukhruf

Verses 26-27

< 0  J')**  y
And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his father 
and his people, “Verily, I am innocent o f what you 
worship, except for He who created me; and indeed, 

He will guide me.”
[Surah a z -Z u k h ru f43:26-27]

Explanation
Allah the Exalted informs us that His messenger and khalil, Ibrahim, 
disassociated himself from what his father and his people worshiped 
as rivals with Allah. Ibrahim informed his people that his worship 
was purely for Allah alone, the one Who created him, and that Allah 
would guide him. This is the meaning of “nothing has the right to 
be worshiped except Allah.”
His statement “Verily, I am innocent of what you worship” means 
“nothing has the right to be worshiped.” His statement “except for 
He who created me, and indeed, He will guide me” means “except 
Allah.” This is the statement Ibrahim placed with his progeny. From 
his descendants are those to whom Allah granted success in adhering 
to it, and some of his descendants did otherwise.
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Similar to this verse is the statement of Allah the Exalted about 
Ibrahim:

(  0
He said, “Do you observe that which you have 
been worshiping, you and your ancient forefathers? 
Indeed, they are enemies to me, except the Lord of 
all that exists, Who has created me, and it is He Who

Indeed, there has been an excellent example for you in 
Ibrahim and those with him, when they said to their
you worship besides Allah; we have rejected you, 
and there has started between us and you hostility 
and hatred forever, until you believe in Allah alone,” 
except the saying of Ibrahim (Abraham) to his 
father, “Verily, I will ask for forgiveness (from Allah) 
for you, but I have no power to do anything for you 
before Allah. Our Lord! In You (alone) we put our 
trust, and to You (alone) we turn in repentance, and

guides me.”
[Surah ash-Shu'ara' 26:75-78]

And His statement:

people, “Verily, we are free from you and whatever
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to You (alone) is (our) final return.”
[Surah a l-M um tahanah 60:4]

And His statement in Surah al-Ankabut:
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And (remember) Ibrahim when he said to his people, 
“Worship Allah (alone) and fear Him; that is better 
for you, if you did but know. You worship besides 
Allah only idols, and you only invent falsehood. 
Verily, those whom you worship besides Allah have 
no power to give you provision, so seek your provi­
sion from Allah (alone), and worship Him (alone), 
and be grateful to Him. To Him (alone) you will be 

brought back.”
[Surah a l - A n k a b u t  29:16-17]

And He said:

[Ibrahim] said, “Do you then worship besides Allah 
things that can neither profit you nor harm you? Fie 
upon you, and upon that which you worship besides 

Allah! Have you then no sense?”
[Surah a l-Anbiya' 21:66-67]

And He said:
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He said, “Do you worship that which you 
[yourselves] carve, while Allah has created you and 

what you make?!”
[Surah as-Sdjfdt 37:95-96]
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Surah ad-Dukhan

Verses 40—42

J y  ^  \°y- ®  }y-

4-^' ®  p> \ ?  <y
{  ®  (U>3' i j ^ '  y

Verily, the Day of Sorting Out is the time appointed 
for all o f them. The day when a near relative cannot 
avail a near relative in aught, and no help can they 
receive, except him on whom Allah has mercy. Verily, 

He is the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.
[Surah ad-D ukhan 44:40-42]

Explanation
The Day of Sorting O ut is the Day of Judgment. Allah the Exalted 
said:

Neither your relatives nor your children will benefit 
you on the Day of Resurrection. He will sort you

out.
[Surali a l -M um tahanah 60:3]

Allah will sort out the believers and the disbelievers. He will enter
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the disbelievers into the Hellfire and He will enter the believers 
into Paradise. He will sort out the matters over which the creation 
differed and disputed. He said:

^  uo]\ y
Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be 

disputing before your Lord.
[Surah a z -Z u m a r  39:31]

He will sort out the issues between the oppressed and their oppres­
sors by giving the good deeds o f the oppressors to the oppressed, 
if the oppressor has any good deeds, and by taking the sins of the 
oppressed and putting them on the oppressor. This is proven by the 
statement of the Messenger of Allah 0 :

: jU i  is 'Joj? y  U
o o %

Jk  J ? \  1st
*\  ^  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂ /  — y

t l d i  cl-Li 2̂ jJuLC*j cI-La J U  l_ p \ j  iI-La k_3JL5j t \JL*

Ol 1-La j  cajLc^>- 1-La

. j l l l l  ^ a - 1 p  c —a-jrU» j^aUUai*- ^  -L>-1 a-1p U  ^ o ju

“Do you know who is considered bankrupt?” They said, “Among 
us, the one who is bankrupt is the one who has no dirham  and no 
goods.” He said, “Rather, the one who is bankrupt amongst my 
ummah is the one who will come on the Day of Resurrection with 
prayer, fasting, and zakah, but he will come having insulted this 
one, slandered that one, consumed the wealth o f this one, shed the 
blood of that one, and beaten this one, all of whom will be given 
some of his hasanat (good deeds). And if his hasandt run out before 
the scores have been settled, some of their sins will be taken and 
thrown onto him; then he will be cast into the Fire.”1
The Day of Sorting O ut is the Day of Recompense which the disbe­
lievers deny. Allah said:

Sahih Muslim 6579
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IJla 0  IJla l & j  U I jJ lS j )

^  0  O jjiS j 4̂  jJuS' (jiJI
They will say, “Woe to us! This is the Day of 
Recompense!” (It will be said): “This is the Day of 

Judgment which you used to deny.”
[Surah as-Saffat 37:20-21]

This is the day when the people will crowd one another like waves. 
The people will seek intercession from Adam, Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, 
and Jesus. Each one of them will excuse themselves from interceding. 
Then the people will go to Muhammad 5§? and ask him to intercede 
with Allah, so He will commence the judgment. Thus, he will inter­
cede and Allah will grant him intercession. Allah will come to judge 
between His slaves. This intercession is the greatest intercession, and 
it is the first of a number of intercessions. This intercession is known 
as the praiseworthy position in which the Prophet will be praised by 
the first of mankind and the last of them, because all of them will 
benefit from his intercession.
The Day of Judgment is the time which Allah has made to judge 
between the creation. He said:

^  OlS' f y  01 ^
Verily, the Day of Sorting Out is an appointed time.

[Surah an-Naba' 78:17]

And He said:

That will be a Day of Sorting Out! We shall gather 
you together and those before (you)!

[Surah al-M ursa la t  77:38]

On that day, the person will only benefit from the good deeds he has 
put forth. He will not benefit from his relatives, as Allah the Exalted

J ^ i J l  \ y
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said:

0  ^15 *j>\j  0  ty * ^ \ "yo y'• ,
^  0  4-i*j j l i .  ^  (1$J»\ 0  <udj

That day shall a man flee from his brother, and from 
his mother and his father, and from his wife and his 
children. Everyone, that day, will have enough to 

make him careless o f others.
[Surah 'Abasa 80:34-37]

And His statement:

4  l ^ i  cf" ^ y  15 'fta "
And fear a Day (of Judgment) when a person shall 

not avail another.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:48]

And His statement:

a jij ^  y  ^  i j i J - i j  f a  \j£\ i * 5 & >
^ lid. adJlj jL f y >  Z j i y  Nj edJj (jP

O mankind! Be afraid o f your Lord, and fear a day 
when no father can avail aught for his son, nor a son 

avail aught for his father.
[Surah Luqm dn 31:33]

And His statement:

Nj p OLdol jj-ysJl lili y

Then, when the trumpet is blown, there will be no 
kinship among them that day, nor will they ask of 

one another.
[Surah a l-M u 'm in u n  23:101]
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No one will achieve safety and security on that day except those to 
whom Allah shows mercy, as Allah the Exalted said:

4, j *  y
Except him on whom Allah has mercy. Verily, He is 

the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.
[Surah ad-D ukhdn 44:42]

He completed this verse with two of His names: “the All-Mighty” 
and “the Most Merciful.” These two names bring hope and fear. He 
is the All-Mighty who punishes those who deserve punishment, and 
He is merciful to those He favors with His mercy. He said:

an jij jujLi an a  )
Know that Allah is severe in punishment and that 

Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:98]

And He said:

oij 0  ^ y
< 0  f j j i  0 i j jd i

Declare (O Muhammad) unto My slaves, that truly, 
I am the Oft-Forgiving, the Most-Merciful. And that 

My torment is indeed the most painful torment.
[Surah al-H ijr  15:49-50]

And He said:

a n j  ' j j  <ca<ij >-j jS  l i j j j s '  o ii y

So if they deny you, [O Muhammad], say: “Your 
Lord is the possessor o f vast mercy; but His punish­
ment cannot be repelled from the people who are

308



Surah  ad-D ukha n:  Verses 4 0 -4 2

criminals.”
[Surah al-A n'am  6:147]

And He said:

*{ ^13 dJ?J
Surely, your Lord is swift in retribution, and 

certainly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
[Surah a l-A n'am  6:165]
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Surah al-Jathiyah

Verses 18-20

Then We put you, [O Muhammad], on an ordained 
way concerning the matter; so follow it and do not 
follow the inclinations of those who do not know. 
Indeed, they will never avail you against Allah at 
all. And indeed, the wrongdoers are allies of one 
another; but Allah is the protector of the righteous. 
This is a clear insight and evidence for mankind, 
and a guidance and a mercy for people who have 

faith with certainty.
[Surah al-Jathiyah 45:18-20]

Explanation
Allah the Exalted informs us that He gave the Children of Israel 
the Book, wisdom, and prophecy. And He provided for them from 
the good, wholesome provisions. He favored them over the other 
nations of their era. He gave them clear signs. But they differed 
after knowledge came to them due to animosity. Allah will judge 
between them on the Day of Judgment concerning the matters they
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differed over. This is a warning to the ummah of Muhammad Up to 
avoid treading upon the path of the Children of Israel. When He 
informed this ummah of this matter, He informed His Prophet that 
He has given him a complete legislation and it is binding upon him 
and his ummah to follow and adhere to it. He forbade them from 
following their desires, which will not avail them in the least when 
they stand before Allah.
Ibn Kathir said about the verse “Then We put you, [O Muhammad], 
on an ordained way concerning the matter; so follow it”: “This 
means ‘follow what has been revealed to you from your Lord; there 
is no deity worthy of worship except H im .’ And turn away from the 
pagans. And He said, ‘and do not follow the inclinations of those 
who do not know. Indeed, they will never avail you against Allah 
at all. And indeed, the wrongdoers are allies of one another’; this 
means, ‘How will you avail them while they are not concerned for 
one another? They only desire loss and destruction.’ He said, ‘but 
Allah is the protector of the righteous,’ meaning that Allah removes 
them from the many paths of darkness to the light, while the protec­
tors of those who disbelieve are the false deities; they take them from 
the light to the many paths of darkness. Then He said, ‘This is a 
clear insight and evidence for mankind’— meaning, this Qur'an is a 
guidance and mercy for the pious.”
This verse mentions the legislation of our Prophet Muhammad 0  
and the Qur'an sent down to him after mentioning the Torah given 
to the Children of Israel, and what was sent after it. This is similar to 
the statement of Allah the Exalted:

They did not estimate Allah with an estimation due 
to Him when they said, “Nothing did Allah send 
down to any human being (by inspiration).” Say (O 
Muhammad): “Who then sent down the Book which
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Musa brought, a light and a guidance to mankind?”
[Surah al-A n'dm  6:91]

Then He said in the following verse:

{  j p u r  i l i j )
And this (the Qur'an) is a blessed Book which We 

have sent down.
[Surah al-A n'dm  6:92]

He also said in Surah al-Anbiya:

s j  oiSyjJi aaIJ y

And  indeed, We granted to Musa and Harun the 
criterion, and a shining light [the Torah], and a 

reminder for the righteous.
[Surah a l-Anbiya' 21:48]

He followed this by saying:

{  5J X j d  i l i j  )
And this is a blessed reminder (the Qur'an) which 

We have sent down; will you then deny it?
[Surah a l-Anbiyd' 21:50]
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s urah al-Ahqaf

Verses 29-32

And (remember) when We sent towards you 
(Muhammad) a group of the j in n , (quietly) listen­
ing to the Qur'an; when they stood in the presence 
thereof, they said, “Listen in silence!” And when 
it was finished, they returned to their people as 
wamers. They said, “O our people! Verily! We have 
heard a Book (this Qur'an) sent down after Musa, 
confirming what came before it; it guides to the 
truth and to a Straight Path. O our people, respond 
to Allah’s caller and believe in him. He (Allah) will 
forgive you of your sins, and will save you from a 
painful torment. And whosoever does not respond 
to Allah’s caller, he cannot escape on earth, and there 
will (-,£ no protectors for him besides Allah. Those
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are in manifest error.”
[Surah a l -A h q d f46:29-32]

Explanation
Allah informs us in this verse that He sent to His Messenger a group 
of jinn. The meaning of “group” in this verse is a number less than 
10. They listened to him recite the Qur'an. The jinn  advised one 
another to remain silent and listen attentively to his recitation. These 
jinn returned to their people as warners. They informed their people 
that they had heard a Book which had been sent down after Musa 
which guides to the truth and the Straight Path.
They said, “O our people, respond to Allah’s caller,” meaning 
Muhammad
“And believe in him”; meaning, so you may receive forgiveness and 
be safe from the grievous punishment. And whoever does not believe 
in this da’wah will not be able to escape Allah. Thus, He will punish 
them for not accepting the call. And there is no one who is able to 
help you other than Allah. And whoever refuses to accept the call is 
in manifest error.
This verse is proof that our Prophet Muhammad i l l  was sent to the 
jinn. This is also proven in Surah ar-Rahman, because the address is 
to both mankind and the jinn. Allah the Exalted said:

TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you 
both deny?

[Siirah ar-Rahman 55:16]

This occurs 31 times in this surah.
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The Messenger o f Allah came out to his Companions and recited 
Surah ar-Rahman from its beginning to its end for them, and they 
were silent. So he said, “I recited it to the jin n  on the Night o f the 
Jinn  and they had a better response to it than you did. Each time I 
came to Allah’s saying: ‘Which of your Lords favors do you deny,’ 
they said, ‘We do not deny any of Your favors, our Lord! And Yours 
is praise.’”1
There are two affairs connected to this verse:

1) The first issue is that there are warners among the jinn  but 
there were no messengers from the jinn. There is no proof that there 
were messengers among the jinn. As for the statement of Allah the 
Exalted:

O you assembly o f jin n  and mankind! Did not there 
come to you messengers from amongst you, reciting 

unto you My verses...
[Surah a l-A n'am  6:130]

This does not prove that there were messengers from among the 
jinn, because the pronoun returns to the collective group. Thus, this 
affirms that messengers were sent from one of the two groups, and 
this means messengers from mankind. And this verse alludes to this 
because the jinn  said, “Verily! We have heard a Book (this Qur'an) 
sent down after Musa.” And the jinn  did not mention any Book sent 
down to a messenger from the jinn, nor any messenger sent from the 
jinn. They only mentioned Musa and his Book. The Zabur and the 
Injil were both sent down after the Torah was given to Musa, but the 
jinn  did not mention those Books because they are complementary

1 Jami ’ at- Tirmidhi 3291
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to the Torah and included some of its laws and regulations.
2) The second issue: Will the jinn  be rewarded for their faith 

with forgiveness and safety from the Hellfire only, or will they be 
rewarded with entrance into Paradise? Some scholars say that their 
reward will be forgiveness of their sins and safety from the Hellfire 
only, as is mentioned in this verse. The majority of scholars say—  
and this is the correct viewpoint— that the jinn  who believe will 
be rewarded with safety from the punishment and entrance into 
Paradise. This is based upon the statement of Allah the Exalted:

But for him who fears the standing before his Lord, 
there will be two gardens.

[Surah ar-Rahman 55:46]

This includes both the jinn  and mankind because Allah is addressing 
both man and jinn in His statement:

Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you 
both deny?

[Surah ar-Rahman 55:16]  ,

There is no contradiction between the verse in Surah al-Ahqaf and 
Surah ar-Rahman, because what is mentioned in Surah al-Ahqaf 
is proof for some of the reward, while what is mentioned in Surah 
ar-Rahman is proof for another reward, and this is the entrance into 
Paradise.
Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir o f the verse "He (Allah) will forgive you of 
your sins, and will save you from a painfid torment”:
Some of the scholars use this verse as proof that the believing jinn  
will not enter Paradise, and that the reward for the righteous jinn  
will be safety from the Hellfire on the Day of Judgment. This is why 
this reward was mentioned here, and if there was another reward for
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their faith, it would have been mentioned here [too]. But the correct 
viewpoint is that the believers from the j i n n  are like the believers 
from mankind— they will enter Paradise. This is the methodology of 
the Salafl. They use as evidence the statement:

With whom no man or j in n  has been intimate before
them.

[Surah ar-Rahman 55:56]

This evidence contains some speculation. A proof which is better 
than this is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

4  ®  obdSo
But for him who fears the standing before his Lord, 
there will be two gardens. Then which of the bless­

ings o f your Lord will you both deny?
[Surah ar-Rahman 55:46-47]

Allah has favored both groups o f mankind and j i n n ,  such that He 
made Paradise the reward for those among them who do good. The 

j i n n  responded to this statement with gratitude that was more exten­
sive than that of man. Thej7«« said, “We do not deny any of Your 
favors, our Lord! And Yours is the praise.”
Allah would not grant them a reward they could not achieve. 
Likewise, the recompense for the disbelieving j i n n  is the Hellfire. 
This is justice. So for Him to reward the believing j i n n  with 
Paradise— and this is from His virtue— is even more befitting. What 
also proves this is the generality of His statement:

oJlfT ^ J j l  01 >
< %

Verily! Those who believe and do righteous deeds,
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shall have the gardens of al-Firdaws (Paradise) for 
their entertainment.

[Surah al-K ahf  18:107]

Paradise will have unoccupied space, so Allah will create a new 
creation and enter them into Paradise; so would He not enter 
into Paradise those who believed in Him and performed righteous 
actions? The mention of the reward for faith as forgiveness of sins 
and safety from the Hellfire necessitates entrance into Paradise, 
because in the Hereafter, there are only two destinations: Paradise or 
the Hellfire. Whoever is saved from the Hellfire will enter Paradise, 
and there is no way around this. There is no clear proof stating that 
the believing jinn  will not enter Paradise if they are spared from the 
Hellfire.
Nuh said to his people:

He (Allah) will forgive you of your sins and respite 
you to an appointed term.

[Siirah N u h  71:4]

Thus, Nuh mentioned forgiveness and respite as the reward for the 
believers during his time, but there is no difference of opinion that 
the believers during the time of Nuh will enter Paradise. The same 
applies to the believing jinn.
[End o f Ibn Kathir’s speech]
Ibn Kathir brings proof from six different angles that the believing 
jinn will enter Paradise. The narration concerning the extra space in 
Paradise which he alludes to is the hadith of Anas. The Prophet 0  
said:

Paradise will remain spacious enough to accommodate more people, 
until Allah will create some more people and let them dwell in the

3 18



Surah al-Ahqaf: Verses 2 9 -3 2  

superfluous space of Paradise.2

1 Sahih al-Bukhdri 7384
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Surah Muhammad

Verse 24
* ,0(l^JUSl Olyill *A*'

Then do they not reflect upon the Qur'an, or are 
there locks upon [their] hearts?

[Surah M u h a m m a d  47:24]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah criticized those who turn away from reflecting 
upon the Qur'an, and turn away from the warnings and admoni­
tions therein. If they pondered upon the Qur'an, it would cause 
them to abandon the falsehood they are upon. He informed us that 
the barrier which prevents them from pondering over the Qur'an is 
the locks upon their hearts which prevent any good from entering 
and any evil from exiting.
Ibn Jarir said in his tafiir of rhis verse, “Allah the Exalted says: ‘Will 
the hypocrites ponder over the admonitions of Allah that He warns 
of in the Qur'an which He senr down to His Prophet 0 ?  And will 
they not reflect upon its argument which He clarified in His revela­
tion? Will they acknowledge the error they are upon, or are there 
locks upon [their] hearts?’ Or did Allah place locks upon their hearts 
that prevent them from understanding what He sent down in His 
book from the lessons and warnings?”
Similar to this verse is rhe statement of Allah:
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(This is) a Book (the Qur'an) which We have sent 
down to you, full o f blessings that they may ponder 
over its verses, and that men of understanding may 

remember.
[Surah Sad 38:29]

And His statement:

Do they not then consider the Qur'an carefully? Had 
it been from other than Allah, they would surely 

have found therein much contradictions.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:82]
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Surah al-Fat'h

Verse 29

(2̂ * cijjcij  ̂\ ■•; gX^>-j
J\  °JA ^  ljl_^?jj 5JUI

fc j?  XrfJ i & ) ' f &  J f f r i t i *
X~zy*J ^Js- jzX\i JaLcUvli ®jj(i slia^
Ij L p J I j i i l  ^ i J l  i l l  I v p ^ u k l l  ^  JaJd  y j j l

^  5yi*-« (*4-~? ol^xJLsiaJl
Muhammad is the Messenger o f Allah, and those 
who are with him are severe against disbelievers and 
merciful among themselves. You see them bowing 
and falling down prostrate, seeking bounty from 
Allah and (His) good pleasure. The mark of them is 
on their faces from the traces of prostration. This is 
their description in the Torah. But their description 
in the Injll is like a (sown) seed which sends forth 
its shoot, then makes it strong; it then becomes 
thick, and it stands straight on its stem, delighting 
the sowers that He may enrage the disbelievers with 
them. Allah has promised forgiveness and a mighty 
reward for those among them who believe and do 

righteous good deeds.
[Surah al-Fat'h 48:29]
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Explanation
This verse explains the virtue of the Companions of the Messenger of 
Allah and Allah’s praise of them in the Torah and Injll. They are 
the people devoted to prayer and worship of their Lord. They have 
gentleness, kindness, and mercy among each other, and sternness 
and strength when striving against the disbelievers. They performed 
their acts of worship, including kindness among themselves and 
striving against the disbelievers, seeking the virtue of Allah and His 
pleasure. Allah has promised them forgiveness for their sins and a 
great reward. This reward is elevated levels in Paradise.
A similar verse concerning the mercy among the believers and stern­
ness with the disbelievers is the statement of Allah the Exalted:

Ci’j —J <Uj.i -djJ I !■! ^
( * 4 {j*. J f t  

jJ 0 4-JUl yl53l

'  i f
O you who believe! Whoever from among you turns 
back from his religion (Islam), Allah will bring a 
people whom He will love and they will love Him; 
humble towards the believers, stern towards the 
disbelievers, fighting in the Way of Allah, and never 

afraid of the blame of the blamers.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:54]

His statement: “The mark of them is on their faces from the traces of 
prostration”— The word “mark” has been explained as “a good path,” 
and it has been explained as “humility.” This has been mentioned by 
Ibn Abbas and Mujahid.
Mujahid said about the verse “The mark o f them is on their faces from 
the traces o f prostration”:
This is humility; as for the mark which some people have between
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their eyes, you may find this on someone’s forehead yet his heart is 
harder than the heart of Pharaoh. As-Suddl said, “The prayer beauti­
fies the face.” Some of the Salaf said, “Whoever increases his prayer 
at night, beautifies his face during the day.” Some of the Salaf said, 
“A good light in the heart shines upon the face, increases provisions, 
and causes the hearts of the people to love him.” The leader of the 
believers, ‘Uthman bin Affan OHOt, said, “No one ever conceals a secret 
except that Allah makes it apparent upon their face and tongue. 
The Companions had the purest intentions and the best actions, so 
everyone who looked at them was impressed by the traces of this 
and their guidance.”
Malik said, “It has reached me that when the Christians saw the 
Companions who conquered Sham, they said, ‘By Allah, these 
people are better than the helpers (with Jesus), according to what 
has been narrated to us.’ And they spoke the truth. Surely, this 
ummah was praised in the previous Books, and the virtue of the 
Companions of the Prophet %  was praised and magnified. Allah 
spoke highly of them in the Books He sent down. For this reason, 
He said, ‘This is their description in the Torah.’ Then He said, ‘But 
their description in the Injil is like a (sown) seed which sends forth 
its shoot, then makes it strong; it then becomes thick, and it stands 
straight on its stem, delighting the sowers.’ This is referring to the 
Companions ^ I. They assisted and helped the Prophet HI, so they 
are like a sprout is to a seed.”
[End ofMujdhid’s speech]
His statement: “that He may enrage the disbelievers with them”—  
This is very hard upon the Rafidah, those who hate the Companions, 
insult them, and disassociate from them. At the foremost of those 
whom the Rafidah hate are the rightly-guided caliphs: Abu Bakr, 
‘Umar, and ‘Uthman.
Ibn Kathir said, “Imam Malik used this verse as evidence to say that 
the Rafidah are disbelievers, those who hate the Companions. This 
is because the Companions enrage them, and whoever is enraged 
by the Companions is a disbeliever, according to this verse. And a 
group of the scholars agreed with his position in this matter. There
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are numerous narrations mentioning the virtue of the Companions 
and the prohibition of animosity towards them. And it is sufficient 
that Allah praised them and is pleased with them.”
Al-Qurtubl said in his tafsir of this verse: “Abu ‘Urwah az-Zubayri, 
who was from the children of az-Zubayr, said, ‘We were in the 
presence of Malik bin Anas and a man was mentioned who degraded 
the Companions of the Messenger o f Allah. So Malik recited this 
verse: ‘Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those who are with 
him are severe against disbelievers and merciful among themselves,’ 
until he reached the part of the verse which reads: ‘delighting the 
sowers that He may enrage the disbelievers with them.’ So Malik 
said, ‘Whoever has anger towards anyone of the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah IS, then this verse applies to him.’”
His statement: “Allah has promised forgiveness and a mighty reward 
for those among them who believe and do righteous good deeds”—  
This is a generous promise for all the Companions collectively i^t. 
This is similar to the statement of Allah the Exalted:

j j \ 3 j  j a  j i j i  °ja  i j j z L s  y  y

{  \J L k J! ill Jipj
Not equal among you are those who spent and fought 
before the conquering (of Makkah) (with those 
among you who did so later). Such are higher in 
degree than those who spent and fought afterwards.

But to all, Allah has promised the best (reward).
[Surah al-Hadui 57:10]

His statement: “Allah has promised forgiveness and a mighty reward 
for those among them who believe and do righteous good deeds”—  
The phrase “among them” is to clarify the genre and category of the 
people mentioned; it does not mean “some of them.” This phrase is 
also found in the statement of Allah:
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< i U J .  ^
They have certainly disbelieved, those who say,
“Allah is the third of three.” But there is no god but 
one God. And if they cease not from what they say, 
verily, a painful torment will befall the disbelievers 

among them.
[Surah al-M a'idah 5:73]

In this verse, the phrase “among them” refers to each and every 
person who says that Allah is the third of three. It does not only refer 
to some of them.
Ibn Hishdm said in Al-Masahif by Ibn al-Anbari:
Some of the heretics use the statement of Allah the Exalted: “Allah 
has promised forgiveness and a mighty reward for those among 
them who believe and do righteous good deeds” to insult some of 
the Companions. But the reality is that the phrase “among them” is 
used to clarify who these people are, and it does not mean that only 
some of them will receive this reward. Thus, this verse means that 
those who believe are those who shall receive this reward. This is 
similar to the statement of Allah:

Those [believers] who responded to Allah and the 
Messenger after injury had struck them. For those 
who did good among them and feared Allah is a 

great reward.
[Surah A l i  ‘Imran 3:172]  

All of them did good and all of them were righteous.
And Allah said:
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And if they cease not from what they say, verily, a 
painful torment will befall the disbelievers among 

them.
[Surah a l-M a'idah 5:73]

This statement “among them” applies to all of the disbelievers who 
say this, not just some of them.
[End o f Ibn Hisham’s speech]
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Surah al-Hujurat

Verses 9-10

1 ̂   ̂ \j?tL^>\h IjlSI?' Ol ĵLLs O ĵ ^
I^Jjlii c^y*-*^ i_5^

j lu J b  U4IL; f ^ l ^ U  o ^U  o u '4 ^ '  ?  l} \ f-JP  
UJ| 0  j a k J & l  4 - ^  O l ^ I j k J l j

ĵ SsJjl! aJJI \jj£\j Cx̂- iy>-\

And if two parties or groups among the believers fall 
to lighting, then make peace between them both, 
but if one of them rebels against the other, then fight 
you (all) against the one that rebels till it complies 
with the command of Allah; then if it complies, 
make reconciliation between them justly, and be 
equitable. Verily! Allah loves those who are equita­
ble. The believers are nothing other than brothers. 
So make reconciliation between your brothers, and 

fear Allah, that you may receive mercy.
[Surah a l-H ujurat  49:9-10]

Explanation
This verse explains the great status of bringing about reconcilia­
tion between two parties of Muslims who are fighting each other,
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because Allah commands it three times in this one verse. Imam 
al-Bukhari listed this verse in “The Book of Faith” as evidence that 
fighting against a Muslim is a major sin, but it is less than shirk, and 
the Muslim who does so is not considered a disbeliever. This is in 
contrast to the methodology of the innovators such as the Khawarij 
and their likes, who declare the Muslim who commits a major sin 
to be a disbeliever. Imam al-Bukhari said, “Allah called them 
believers in this verse.”
The Prophet said about al-Hasan:

This son of mine is a chief and leader, and I hope that by way of him 
Allah will bring about reconciliation between two Muslim groups.1
Sufyan bin ‘Uyaynah mentioned this hadith and said, “The Prophet 
Hi called both groups Muslims, and this delighted us a great deal.” 
Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar narrated this statement and said that the Prophet 
H? described both parties of fighting groups as Muslims.2
Allah commanded us to make peace between two fighting groups 
among the believers. This is by stopping the fighting between them, 
and making peace by having each group cease fighting. If one group 
continues to fight, they are fought against until they stop fighting 
and comply with the command of Allah and leave off their trans­
gression. The Prophet H  said:

OlST \l\ aIh b y r j  .Ujik ji HJlk *JU-I 

3^ H Z j ji :3ii HJiL. Odf \l\ d J y } \
. ojvii dJJ-i 0 ^  c

“Help your brother whether he is an oppressor or an oppressed.” A 
man said, “O Messenger o f Allah! I will help him if he is oppressed, 
but if he is an oppressor, how shall I help him?” The Prophet Hi

1 Sahih al-Bukhari 3629

: Explanation o f Sahih al-Bukhdri 13/66
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said, “By preventing him from oppressing (others)—that is how to 
help him.”3
Then Allah the Exalted explained the greatest status of the broth­
erhood of Islam in His statement, “The believers are nothing other 
than brothers.” He then commanded us to make peace between 
the believing brothers when differences occur. There are numerous 
narrations commanding us to treat each other well and forbidding 
us from harming one another.
The Prophet 0  said:

None of you truly believes until he loves for his brother that which 
he loves for himself.4
And he said:

0l5f kA  i f U .  J  OlS' 'Ja i i i l j  N j 0 :  Sf r L liil  j l \
ls?

The Muslim is the brother of his fellow Muslim; he does not wrong 
him or forsake him. Whoever meets his brother’s needs, Allah will 
meet his needs.5
And the Prophet said:

J > h \  b l  y i  ' p + J - \ y j  J

. \j J U I  ^  Za
The likeness of the believers in their mutual love, mercy, and 
compassion is that of the body: when one part o f it suffers, the rest 
of the body joins it in staying awake and suffering fever.6

3 Sahih al-Bukhdri 6952
4 Sahih Muslim 45
5 Sahih Muslim 2580
6 Sahih al-Bukhdri 6011; S^hih Muslim 2586
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The Prophet 0  said:

. Lda*j -Lio cOCdllS” Ol
“The believer to a believer is like a solid structure: parts o f it support 
other parts.” And he clasped his hands by interlacing his fingers.7
As for the fighting which occurred between the Companions, then 
it is the methodology of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama ah to refrain from 
delving into the matter except from the standpoint o f mentioning 
good. We have a good thought about them and look at the matter 
from the best perspective. This is because they made decisions based 
upon knowledge-based reasoning, so they will either receive one 
reward or two rewards.
Ibn Hajar said, “Ahlus-Sunnah have agreed that it is obligatory to 
refrain from insulting any of the Companions due to what occurred 
between them— even if you know which of them was correct—  
because the fighting only occurred due to knowledge-based 
reasoning. And Allah pardoned those from among them who were 
incorrect in their decision; rather, He rewarded them with one 
reward8 for their incorrect decision.”9

" Sahih al-Bukhdri 481
8 Translator’s note: The Prophet jfe said, “If the judge makes ijtihad and gets it right,
he will have two rewards, and if he makes ijtihad and gets it wrong, he will have one 
reward.” (Sahih al-Bukhdri 6919; Sahih Muslim  1716)
’  Explanation o f Sahih al-Bukhdri 13/34
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Surah Qaf

Verses 16—18

aJL J6  Aj  y s > y  \5> L i L > -  j J i j j  ^

J I J l O  J & j 51 0  OjjjJl J J -  ^  Â J
V! J y  ^  i i L '  15 0  1*5 j u J j t  ^

^  0  Jl̂ P dl~ij 4j1\J
And indeed, We have created man, and We know 
what his own self whispers to him. And We are nearer 
to him than his jugular vein when the two receivers 
receive, seated on the right and on the left. Not a 
word does he (or she) utter, but there is a watcher by 

him ready (to record it).
[Surah Q a f  50:16-18]

Explanation
In this noble verse, Allah informs us about His creation of mankind 
and His knowledge of what man does secretly and openly, and what 
he feels within his heart. As Allah the Exalted said:

^  o l-L  aJJIj
[It was] so that Allah might test what is in your
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breasts and purify what is in your hearts. And Allah 
is all-knowing o f that within the breasts.

[Siirah A l i  'Imran 3:154]

And He said:

o l i j  ji-jip 4jl 4j j l  y

^  0  y> j Lr* (* ^  0
And whether you keep your talk secret or disclose it, 
verily, He is the All-Knower of what is in the breasts 
(of men). Should not He Who has created know? 
And He is the Most Kind and Courteous (to His 

slaves), All-Aware (of everything).
[Surah a l-M u lk  67:13-14]

And He said:

'jl ay-XJ i
i °

i i i  iUA; i / 4  j\ j  u  \j & j  oi °ji >
J f T  i l l l j V # !  J  U j  o l j U U l  J  U

Say (O Muhammad): “Whether you hide what 
is in your breasts or reveal it, Allah knows it, and 
He knows what is in the heavens and what is in the 

earth. And Allah is able to do all things.”
[Siirah A l i  ‘Imran 3:29]

His statement: “And We are nearer to him than his jugular vein” has 
been explained with two explanations:

1) The closeness of Allah’s knowledge, power, and cognizance.
2) The closeness of the angels. And this is similar to the verse 

in Surah al-Waqi’ah:
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But We are nearer to him than you, but you see not.
[Surah al-Waqi'ah 56:85]

Both explanations were given by Ibn al-Qayyim, and he preferred 
the second explanation and gave evidence for it. The second expla­
nation is also preferred by Ibn Kathir in his tafsir. In the Qur'an, the 
mention of the plural pronoun is mentioned for magnification, and 
the intent here is the angels. As Allah the Exalted said:

< Z\°) *A) ilu >
And when We have recited it to you [O Muhammad], 

then follow you its recital.
[Surah al-Q iyam ah 75:18]

The one who recited the Qur'an to the Messenger of Allah was the 
angel Jibrll. As Allah said:

<  W  &  J
Then when the fear had gone away from Ibrahim 
and the glad tidings had reached him, he began to 

plead with Us for the people o f Lut.
[Surah H u d  11:74]

Ibrahim was pleading with the angels on behalf of the people of Lut. 
And Allah said:

And when Our messengers came to Ibrahim with 
the glad tidings, they said, “Verily, we are going to 
destroy the people o f this town; truly, its people have 
been wrongdoers.” He (Ibrahim) said, “But there is
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Lut in it.” They said, “We know better who is there.”
[Surah al- 'A nkabu t 29:31-32]

And from the proof that Ibn al-Qayyim used to prefer the opinion 
that the angels are intended in this view is that Allah the Exalted 
restricted the “closeness” mentioned in this verse to a particular place 
and time in His statement “when the two receivers receive.” If it was 
Allah who was intended in this verse, He would not have restricted 
it to the time when the two angels record. And there would have 
not been any benefit in restricting it to this particular time, because 
Allah’s knowledge, power, and will are connected without restriction.
Then Allah the Exalted informed us that He has entrusted two angels 
to each person to record their good deeds and their bad deeds. Every 
word that comes from him is recorded by the angels, and all of that 
will be presented to him on the Day of Judgment. Then man shall 
be given the recompense for his actions. If his actions are good, he 
shall receive good; if his actions are evil, he shall receive evil.
Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said in his book Adwd ’ 
al-Baydn, “The two receivers are the two angels who write down the 
actions of man. The verse states that one of them sits on the right 
and the other sits on the left.”1
The scholars differ concerning the permissible actions which the 
person is not rewarded or punished for— do the angels write these 
actions down or not? Some scholars say that the angels write down 
everything, even the moaning sound the sick person makes. Other 
scholars say that the angels only write down the actions if there is 
a reward or punishment for the action. Both groups of scholars 
agree that there is only a recompense for those actions that contain 
a reward or punishment. The scholars who say that it is only the 
deeds that have a reward or punishment which are written down, 
and the scholars who say that everything is written down, agree 
that the actions without reward or punishment are erased. The only 
difference is that some scholars say the actions without reward or 
punishment are not recorded at all; while those who say that every-
1 Adwd'al-Baydn 7/687-688
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are recorded and then erased.
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Surah adh-Dhariyat

Verses 56-58

Aij' 0  d r ^ ' j  c r ^ '  y
'* 'Ut *• I ^  . < M .f \  \ , -°* * >°jA  4_UI JI (g) O j^xhj O' -bj' U j cJjj q *

^  0  o^1̂ '  } y ^  d 'j ^ '
And I did not create the jin n  and mankind except 
to worship Me. I do not want from them any provi­
sion, nor do I want them to feed Me. Verily, Allah is 
the All-Provider, Owner o f Power, the Most Strong.

[Surah adh -D hariya t  51:56-58]

Explanation
In this verse, Allah the Exalted clarifies that He created the jinn  and 
mankind to worship Him alone, without partners. Thus, He created 
them to command them and prohibit them. Those who obey Him 
will be rewarded and those who disobey Him will be punished. He
clarifies to us that He is free of all needs, and it is mankind and jinn
who are in complete need of Him. As He says:

O mankind! It is you who stand in need of Allah, but 
Allah is Rich (free o f all wants and needs), Worthy of

3 3 7



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

all praise.
[Siirah Fatir 35:15]

And He said:

Say (O Muhammad): “Shall I take as a protector any 
other than Allah, the Creator of the heavens and the 

earth? And it is He Who feeds but is not fed.”
[Siirah al-A n'am  6:14]

Al-Qurtubl said in his tafslr, “This is specific to those whom Allah 
knew, by way of His infinite knowledge, would worship Him. The 
wording is general, but the meaning is specific.”
Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir, “He only created them to command 
them to worship Him, not because He was in need of them.”
Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said in his tafsir o f the verse 
“except to worship Me”:
The precise meaning of this verse— inshaAllah— is that He created 
them to command them to worship Him, and to test them and 
make them responsible for fulfilling obligations and then give them 
the recompense for their actions. If their actions are good, they will 
receive good; if their actions are evil, they will receive evil. We only 
said that this is the precise meaning of this verse because it is proven 
by clear verses in the Book of Allah. Allah clearly states in His Book 
that He has created them to see which of them is best in deeds. And 
He has created them to give them the recompense for their actions. 
Allah said in the first part of Surah Hud:

cAjLa-fUl 
f  tUJl OlSj

And He it is Who has created the heavens and the
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earth in six days, and His throne was on the water.
[Surah H u d  11:7]

Then He explained the wisdom for that:

That He might try you, which of you is the best in 
deeds. But if you were to say to them, “You shall 
indeed be raised up alter death,” those who disbe-

He who has created death and life, that He may 
test which of you is best in deed. And He is the 

All-Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving.
[Surah a l-M u lk  67:2]  

And He said in the first part of Surah al-Kahf:

adornment for it, in order that We may test them

[Surah al-K ahf  18:7]

Thus, Allah makes it clear in the aforementioned verse that the

lieve would be sure to say, “This is nothing but 
obvious magic.”

[Surah H u d  11:7]

And He said in the beginning of Surah al-Mulk:

Verily! We have made that which is on earth as an
(mankind) as to which of them are best in deeds.

339



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

wisdom for creating the creation is to test them to see which of them 
is best in deeds. And this explains His statement “except to worship 
Me.” And the Qur'an is best explained with the Qur'an. It is known 
that the intended result of actions is only completed by rewarding 
the doer of good and requiting the doer of evil. Allah the Exalted 
clearly stated the wisdom for creating them firstly, and resurrecting 
them secondly; and it is to reward those who did good and punish 
those who did evil. This is in His statement in Surah Yunus. He said:

It is He Who begins the creation and then will 
repeat it, that He may reward with justice those who 
believed and did deeds o f righteousness. But those 
who disbelieved will have a drink of boiling fluids 
and painful torment because they used to disbelieve.

[Surah Y u n u s  10:4]

And He said in Surah an-Najm:

And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and 
all that is in the earth, that He may requite those 
who do evil with that which they have done, and 

reward those who do good, with what is best.
[Surah an-N ajm  53:31]

[End o f Shaykh ash-Shinqiti’s speech]
His statement: “I do not want from them any provision, nor do I 
want them to feed Me. Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of 
Power, the Most Strong”— This is explained by His statement in 
Surah al-An’am:
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{ ( Uk  ^  j )
And it is He Who feeds but is not fed.

[Surah al-A n'dm  6:14]

Thus, His statement “I do not want from them any provision” is 
explained by His statement “but is not fed.”
And His statement “Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of 
Power, the Most Strong” is explained by His statement “and it is He 
who feeds.”
In His statement “and I did not create the jinn  and mankind except 
to worship Me,” He mentioned the jinn first because the jinn  were 
created first. Allah said:

(J) 0 Los*- jjl ./a 1 ,/g ^
^  jli -̂jA JIs ^A alJLLi-

And indeed, We created man from sounding clay of 
altered black, smooth mud. And the jin n , We created 

aforetime from the smokeless flame of Are.
[Siirah al-Hijr  15:26-27]

W hen the jinn  and mankind are mentioned in the same verse, man 
is only mentioned before the jinn in three places. The first is in 
Surah al-An’am:

And so We have appointed for every prophet 
enemies—devils among mankind and jin n .

[Siirah a l-A n 'dm  6:112]

The second place is in Surah al-Isra':
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Say: “If mankind and jin n  were together to produce 
the like of this Qur'an, they could not produce the 

like thereof, even if they helped one another.”
[Surah al-Isra' 17:88]

And the third place is in Surah al-Jinn:

< uaS" J i  3 A " J  J  &  >
And verily, we thought that men and jin n  would not 

utter a lie against Allah.
[Surah a l j i n n  72:5]
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LiAji OUjb

Verse 21

^  J j  ^  dr* p-®^' '-'“j  ( 4 ^
0?*J

And those who believe and whose offspring follow 
them in faith, to them shall We join their offspring, 
and We shall not decrease the reward o f their deeds 
in anything. Every person is a pledge for that which 

he has earned.
[Surah a t-T u r  52:21]

Explanation
In this noble verse, Allah informs us of his virtue upon the parents 
and children among the inhabitants of Paradise. If the parents 
and children are on different levels in Paradise, Allah will bestow 
His favor upon the children by elevating them to the level of their 
parents. And He will bestow favor upon the parents by making them 
happy through joining them with their children without decreasing 
their reward in the least. For this reason, He said “and We shall not 
decrease the reward of their deeds in anything.”
His statement: “Every person is a pledge for that which he has 
earned”— This means that every person shall receive recompense 
for their actions. Those who did good shall receive good, while
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those who did evil shall receive evil. No one will have their reward 
decreased.
Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir of this verse, “Allah the Exalted informs 
us of His virtue, kindness, favor, and gentleness with His creation. 
If the offspring of the believer follows them in faith, they will be 
reunited with their parents on the same level in Paradise, even if their 
actions do not warrant them reaching that level. This is so Allah can 
make the parents happy by reuniting them with their children. They 
will be reunited in the best way, by those who have lesser actions 
being joined with those whose actions are complete. The reward of 
those with greater actions will not be decreased in the least by elevat­
ing those of lesser deeds. For this reason, He said: ‘to them shall We 
join their offspring, and We shall not decrease the reward of their 
deeds in anything.’”
And He said: “Every person is a pledge for that which he has earned.” 
W hen Allah informed us that He will elevate the level in Paradise 
for the offspring so they can join their parents, even though their 
deeds do not warrant that high level, He explained His justice. And 
His justice is that He will not punish anyone for the sin of another. 
“Every person is a pledge for that which he has earned.” No one is 
responsible for the sin of another, whether parent or child. As Allah 
the Exalted said:

0 i  ̂ if  ̂ o, * }\ \ ~J3j ^
0  ̂ x  ̂ 2

\  ©  c / '  ©  ^  @
Every person is a pledge for what he has earned, 
except the Companions o f the right. In Gardens 
(Paradise), they will ask one another about the 

criminals.
[Surah a l-M u dda th ' th ir  74:38-41]

Al-Qurtubl said in his tafsir of the verse “Every person is a pledge 
for that which he has earned”: “This goes back to the disbelievers. 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, ‘The inhabitants of the Hellfire will be a pledge or 
captive of their actions while the inhabitants of Paradise go off to
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their enjoyment. For this reason, He said: ‘Every person is a pledge 
for what he has earned, except the Companions of the right.’”
It has also been said that this meaning is general of each and every 
person. So everyone is a captive of his actions, so no one will have 
their deeds decreased. As for increasing the reward for good deeds, 
this is from the virtue o f Allah. This can also apply to the offspring 
of the believers who do not follow their parents in faith. They will 
not be reunited with their believing parents; rather, they will be held 
captive by their disbelief.
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Surah an-Najm

Verse 26

l l l i  ^ Jo  N o 'J U -U ' wJUL* ^
**  ̂ ® **  ̂ £

*{ «-L̂ j aTII 03b O' a*j ,j> *̂ |
And how many angels are there in the heavens, 
whose intercession will avail nothing except alter 
Allah has given permission for whom He wills and 

pleases.
[Surah an -N a jm  53:26]

Explanation
This noble verse proves that intercession with Allah is of no avail 
unless two conditions are met:

1) Allah must be pleased with the one interceding and He 
must grant them permission to intercede.

2) Allah must be pleased with the one who is being interceded
for.
Ash-Shawkani said in his tafsir o f this verse:
The phrase “how many” denotes a large amount of angels. This 
statement is a rebuke of the pagans who hope that their idols will 
intercede on their behalf, because although the angels worship Allah 
with many acts of worship and they are noble in the sight of Allah, 
they cannot intercede without His permission. So how can these
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inanimate objects void of intellect and understanding intercede?! 
This is the meaning of His statement “except after Allah has given 
permission.” Meaning, after He has given them permission to inter­
cede.
His statement: “for whom He wills”— Meaning, those He allows to 
receive intercession.
His statement: “and pleases”— This means that intercession is only 
for the people of monotheism (tawhid), and those who associate 
partners with Allah will have no share in the intercession. Allah will 
not allow them to receive intercession, and He is not pleased with 
them and they are not deserving of intercession.
[End ofShaykh ash-Shawkani’s speech]
Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqlt! said in Al-Adhab an-Namir.

And fear a day when a person shall not avail another, 
nor will intercession be accepted from him, nor will 
compensation be taken from him, nor will they be 

helped.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:48]

The meaning of intercession is to mediate on behalf of another to 
bring them good or to protect them from harm. The origin of the 
word means “even,” which is the opposite of “odd.” This is because 
the person in need is alone in seeking his need, until someone comes 
along to intercede on his behalf; then they become even, meaning 
they become two instead of one. There is the person who is in need 
and the person who will intercede to help him receive his need. 
This is the origin of the word intercession. There is some interces­
sion which is affirmed by the legislation of Islam and some which 
is negated. The intercession which the Muslims agree is negated is 
interceding on behalf of the disbelievers, because the disbelievers 
will not benefit from the intercession. As Allah the Exalted said:
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So no intercession of intercessors will be o f any use 
to them.

[Surah a l-M udda th 'th ir  74:48]

And He said about them:

i. ^  ^  )
Now we have no intercessors,

[Surah ash-Shu'ara' 26:100]

And the Exalted said:

And they cannot intercede except for him with 
whom He is pleased.

[Surah a l-Anbiya' 21:28]

And He said about the disbeliever:

{  V i )
He is not pleased with disbelief for His slaves.

[Surah a z -Z u m a r  39:7]

Thus, intercession for the disbelievers is prohibited by the legisla­
tion of Islam, and the Muslims are in agreement on this. And there 
is absolutely no exception to this, except the intercession of the 
Prophet m  for his uncle Abu Talib. Abu Talib will benefit from the 
intercession of the Prophet fft, and due to this he will be given the 
lightest punishment in the Hellfire. The Prophet fft said:

A-xuS" jAil; jb  iilliJl AjuLj  Alii
. i k o  aL

Perhaps my intercession will benefit him on the Day of Resurrection,
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and he will be placed in a shallow part of the Fire which will come 
up to his ankles and cause his brains to boil.1
As for interceding on behalf of all other disbelievers— this is 
completely prohibited. The intercession of the Prophet %> for his 
uncle will allow him to move to another place in the Hellfire.
The other intercession that is prohibited is intercession without 
the permission of the Lord of the heavens and the earth. This is 
completely prohibited, according to the consensus of the Muslims, 
and it is proven by the text of the Qur'an. Like the statement of 
Allah the Exalted:

^  AJib o-Up c^iJl li y
Who is he that can intercede with Him except with 

His permission?
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:255]

As for interceding for the believers with the permission of the Lord 
of the heavens and the earth, this is permissible according to the 
legislation of Islam. As Allah the Exalted said:

\  lbrdaJj' V j y
And they cannot intercede except for him with 

whom He is pleased.
[Surah a l-Anbiya' 21:28]

And His statement:

Cf?Jj ^  O ' >
<

On that day, no intercession shall avail, except the 
one for whom the Most Beneficent (Allah) has given

1 Sahih al-Bukhdri 1408; Sahih Muslim 360
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permission and whose word is acceptable to Him.
[Surah Ta-Hd 20:109]

[End o f Shaykh ash-Shinqiti’s speech]
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Surah al-Hadid

Verse 25

^  iDjilj U li j  HL/,1 aU
5 - 1;  a j  5 -& 1  o i j - J i j

A l i j j  e ^ a s j  ĵ y>  4 _ l i l  J b J l i

y  U J !  o f
Indeed, We have sent Our messengers with clear 
proofs, and revealed with them the Book and the 
balance that mankind may keep up justice. And We 
brought forth iron wherein is mighty power, as well 
as many benefits for mankind, that Allah may test 
who it is that will help Him (His religion), and His 
messengers in the unseen. Verily, Allah is All-Strong, 

All-Mighty.
[Surah al-H adid  57:25]

Explanation
Allah the Exalted informs us in this verse that He has sent His 
prophets with signs, and these signs are the miracles that prove they 
are messengers of Allah. And He sent down with them the Book, 
and the meaning of “the Book” is “Books” in the plural form. He 
sent down the balance, and this is justice and equity contained in 
the Books. This verse proves that the Books were sent down from 
Allah the Exalted to the noble messengers. Some of these Books were
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mentioned in the Qur'an, such as the Torah, the Injll, az-Zabur, 
and the pages of Ibrahim and Musa. And there are other Books that 
were not mentioned. It is obligatory to believe in all Books, those 
that were mentioned and those that were not mentioned. This verse 
proves that the Books contain justice, and the Books were sent for us 
to implement this justice contained within them.
Allah informs us in this verse that He sent down iron, which contains 
extreme strength, as a deterrent for those not affected by the Books. 
And iron contains numerous great benefits for the people in their 
lives, such as the various vehicles we utilize during our era. There are 
also tools for farming, building structures, and the other many uses 
for iron.
All of this is so He may reveal those who will help His cause from 
those who will not help His cause, and the result will be either 
reward or punishment. This meaning has been previously mentioned 
in Surah al-Baqarah:

S(  \Js-
And We made the qiblah  which you used to face, so 
We may know those who followed the Messenger 
(Muhammad) from those who would turn on their 

heels.
[Surali al-Baqarah 2:143]

The Books were all sent down by Allah the Exalted. As Allah said:

The revelation of this Book (the Qur'an) is from 
Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.

[Siirah a z -Z u m a r  39:1]

And He said:
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A revelation from Allah, the Most Beneficent, 
the Most Merciful; a Book whereof the verses are 

explained in detail.
[Surah Fussilat 41:2-3]

As for the descending of iron, it is from the mountains in which 
Allah has placed iron. Ibn Abil-Hanifl said in his explanation of 
At-Tahawiyyah concerning sending down iron, “Iron is a mineral 
within the mountains, and it is located at high ground. It has been 
said that the higher the mineral is found, the better the grade of 
iron.”
In this verse, Allah combined spiritual and physical strength. Calling 
to the truth is through clarification; if it is sufficient, the desired 
result will be achieved. If not, then the next step is physical strength. 
Sulayman bin Buraydah narrated through his father:

Z j*  j  J £  131 <dJ1 J U  aIJI 3 OlS'
Ijs^ (2ri i_s?

. « k  °Ja IjL-U J j \ J  J j \ \ £ \
When the Messenger of Allah 0  appointed anyone as leader of an 
army or detachment, he would especially exhort him to fear Allah 
and to be good to the Muslims who were with him. He would say, 
“Fight in the name of Allah and in the way of Allah. Fight against 
those who disbelieve in Allah.”1
They would begin by inviting the people to Islam; if they refused, 
they would request that they pay the tax, and if they refused that, 
they would fight them.

1 Sahih Muslim 4522
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Surah as-Saff

Verses 10-13

9 j l ? * j  J i  ljP « l

^ J j d j J  4_U L  0  q a

° ^ k  oj j i d  *p- z 4 1' J ^
1$fy i oil?- j*Svl?--ijJ (J) 0jii*j

dJJi JAp oil?- ^ <cd? Cf?

4_Ul ^ y >  ^ 4 )  l^ j jd > « J  0
t)  -T^.i ^ 0 *

O You who believe; shall I guide you to a commerce 
that will save you from a painful torment? That you 
believe in Allah and His Messenger, and that you 
strive hard and fight in the cause o f Allah with your 
wealth and your lives— that will be better for you, 
if you but know! He will forgive you your sins, and 
admit you into gardens under which rivers flow, and 
pleasant dwelling in gardens o f Eden; that is indeed 
the great success. And also another (blessing) which 
you love, help from Allah and a near victory. And 

give glad tidings to the believers.
[Surali as-Saff  61:10-13]
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Explanation
This verse is incitement to busy oneself with the commerce of the 
Hereafter. That is the real commerce which is profitable and brings 
about an everlasting, never-ending benefit. Allah the Exalted said:

Verily, those who recite the Book of Allah and estab­
lish the prayer, and spend (in charity) out of what We 
have provided for them, secretly and openly, hope 
for a (sure) commerce that will never perish. That 
He may give them in full their rewards and increase 
for them of His bounty. Indeed, He is Forgiving and 

Appreciative.
[Surah Fatir 35:29-30]

Allah described this commerce as “safety from a grievous punish­
ment.” The most precious wealth is belief in Allah and His 
Messenger, and drawing close to Allah with righteous actions. At the 
head of these righteous actions is striving in the cause o f Allah with 
one’s wealth and life. The most precious gain from this commerce is 
forgiveness of sins and entrance into Paradise. There is another gain 
that comes in this world, and that is victory over your enemies if the 
Muslims fight against them. Allah said:

O you who believe! If you help (in the cause of) 
Allah, He will help you, and make your foothold

firm.
[Siirah M u h a m m a d  47:7]
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And He said:

<_£j l i  AUi oi ^  aUi y
Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause). 

Truly, Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty.
[Siirah al-Hajj 22:40]
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Surah al-Munafiqun

Verses 9—11

^  (J) 0jJLaJC Uj
O you who believe; let not your properties or your 
children divert you from the remembrance of Allah.
And whosoever does that, then they are the losers.
And spend [in the way o f Allah] from what We have 
provided you before death approaches one o f you 
and he says, “My Lord, if only You would delay 
me for a brief term so I would give charity and be 
among the righteous.” But never will Allah grant 
respite to a soul when its time has come. And Allah 

is All-Aware o f what you do.
[Siirah al-M undfiqiin  63:9-11]

Explanation
Allah forbade the believers from busying themselves with the 
worldly life and allowing wealth and children to become a source of
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fitnah upon them such that it distracts them from the remembrance 
of Allah. Remembrance of Allah includes all acts of obedience. He 
informed us that whoever is diverted from the remembrance of Allah 
will be from the losers. Then He commanded us to spend our wealth 
in the obedience of Allah before our lifespan comes to an end. Abu 
Hurayrah 0 .  said:

all aUI h J l i i  

^l*Jl  ̂ c-1
J i j  Nl Ids' idS" 0*AaJ C-di o JcIj til

. d*AiJ Olff

A man came to the Messenger o f Allah 0  and said, “O Messenger 
of Allah, which charity is the best?” He said, “That you should give 
charity when you are healthy and feeling stingy, fearing poverty, and 
hoping for wealth. And do not defer or delay until you are about to 
die and then say, ‘This is for so-and-so, and this is for so-and-so’; 
because it has already come into (the possession of so-and-so).”1
This verse shows that when death comes to the believers, they will 
hope to delay death, even for a short time so they are able to give 
charity or perform righteous deeds; but they will not be able to delay 
it! Allah has decreed that when death comes, it is not delayed. Allah 
said, “But never will Allah grant respite to a soul when its time has 
come.”
As for the disbelievers hoping to delay death, Allah said:

 ̂ 0

* yfr v J  y-} A '  y i  $
4  sJ'iJ Cj* ^  Cr* \jjj&  j jj!

And warn mankind of the day when the torment 
will come unto them; then the wrongdoers will 
say, “Our Lord! Respite us for a little while; we will

Sahih Muslim 1032
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answer Your call and follow the messengers!” (It will 
be said): “Had you not sworn aforetime that for you 

there would be no cessation?”
[Surah Ibrahim 14:44]

From the attributes of the hypocrites is their heedlessness of the 
remembrance of Allah, their laziness in attending congregational 
prayer, and their severe diligence in amassing the enjoyment of this 
world. As Allah said about them:

j l ^  I j t f  j i  IjlS  \l\J >
(  % i i  j  a n  j y / J u

And when they stand up for the prayer, they stand 
with laziness and to be seen o f men, and they do not 

remember Allah but litde.
[Surah an-Nisa' 4:142]

The Messenger of Allah ^  said:

s*>aaJb y>\ jjd J p a  j i "  ^i c a a *  jiis ij
J i^ -j j j  j  j   ̂j

lijf- <cji j t - j  y  8-^ a ^ i j
. * l l J i  y y V j *  j i

I swear by Him in Whose Hand my soul is, I considered ordering 
firewood to be collected and then ordering someone to pronounce 
the adhan  for the prayer, and then ordering someone to lead the 
prayer; then I would go from behind and burn the houses o f men 
who did not present themselves for the (compulsory congregational) 
prayer. By Him in Whose Hands my soul is, if  any one of them had 
known that he would get a bone covered with meat or two (small) 
pieces of meat present in between two ribs, he would have attended 
the Tsha1 prayer.2

2 Sahih al-Bukhari 644
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The hypocrites who stay behind from the prayer— if they knew there 
would be some meat at the masjid during the time for Tsha prayer, 
even just a little meat, they would surely attend the Tsha' prayer in 
the masjid in order to get that meat. This is because their concern is 
for this life, not the Hereafter.
From the guidance of the Prophet ffe is that he would recite Surah 
al-Jumu’ah and Surah al-Munafiqun during the Jumu’ah prayer, 
according to the hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas3. And perhaps the wisdom 
for this was due to the mention of some rules of the Friday prayer 
within Surah al-Jumu’ah. As for Surah al-Munafiqun, then reciting 
this siirah alerts those hypocrites who might attend Friday prayer 
to some of the blameworthy attributes, that perchance they might 
benefit from that.
Allah praised those who are not diverted from the remembrance of 
Allah due ro the worldly life. He said:

raised; in them, His name is glorified in the mornings 
and in the afternoons or the evenings, men whom 
neither trade nor sale diverts from the remembrance 
of Allah, nor from establishing the prayer, nor from 
giving the zakdh. They fear a day when hearts and

In houses (m asajid), which Allah has ordered to be

eyes will be overturned.
[Siirah a n -N u r  24:36-38]

3 T ranslators note: “The Prophet %  used to recite al-Jumu’ah and al-Munafiqun in the 
Jum u’ah prayer.” Narrated by Muslim (879).
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Surah al-Qiyamah

Verses 22-25

0  ^  0  aJ ^J  ft
\  0  a^ili L̂ j O' IjiaJ 0  ift-* I? ^

Some faces that day shall be radiant, looking at 
their Lord. And some faces, that day, will be gloomy, 
expecting that some calamity was about to fall on 

them.
[Siirah al-Q iyam ah 75:22-25]

Explanation
The meaning of His statement “some faces that day shall be radiant” 
is that they will be bright, illuminated, and beautiful. As Allah the 
Exalted said:

{  r & y r j  J  )
You will recognize in their faces the brightness of 

delight.
[Siirah al-Mutaffifin 83:24]

And He said:
{  ' j i r - j  )

And He will give them radiance and happiness.
[Siirah al-Insdn 76:11]
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The Messenger of Allah %  said:

May Allah beautify the person who hears a saying o f mine, so he 
memorizes it and conveys it as he heard it.1
His statement “looking at their Lord” means that they will look 
at Allah with their eyes. There are numerous ahadith from the 
Messenger of Allah •§! stating that the believers will see their Lord in 
the Hereafter.
Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir of this verse, “It has been affirmed that 
the believers will see Allah in the Hereafter. These narrations have 
numerous authentic chains which have been authenticated by the 
Imams of hadith, such that it is not possible to reject this.”
There is no contradiction between this noble verse and the state­
ment of Allah:

No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all 
vision.

[Siirah al-A n'dm  6:103]

The statement “no vision can grasp Him”— Some scholars say that 
this negates seeing Allah in this world, so it is similar to His state­
ment to Musa:

< ls
He said, “You will not see Me.”

[Siirah a l - A ’raf  7:143]

This means, “You will not see Me in this world.”
Some scholars say that the negation of grasping Him does not neces­
sitate the negation of seeing Him. Allah will be seen, but vision will

1 Jami’at-Tirmidhi 2658
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not encompass Him, just as He is known but He is not encompassed 
by knowledge. The negation of grasping is more specific than seeing; 
seeing is general.
Some misinterpret the statement “looking at their Lord” to mean 
“waiting for the reward”; this interpretation is incorrect.
Allah the Exalted said:

i. je- y
Nay! Surely, they (evildoers) will be veiled from 

seeing their Lord that day.
[Surah al-Mutaffifin 83:15]

Imam ash-Shafi’i said, “Because the evildoers will be veiled from 
seeing their Lord, it is known that the pious will see Him.”
His statement: “And some faces, that Day, will be gloomy, expecting 
that some calamity was about to fall on them”— The faces of the 
evildoers will be gloomy that day. Qatadah said that this means grim 
and bleak. As-Suddl said, “The color of their faces will change.” Ibn 
Zayd said, “Their faces will be sulky.”
His statement “expecting that some calamity” means they will be 
certain that a calamity is about to befall them.
His statement: “some calamity was about to fall on them”— Qatadah 
said that this means “some evil.” As-Suddl said that they are certain 
they will be destroyed. Ibn Zayd said, “They are certain they will 
enter the Hellfire.”
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Surah 'Abasa

Verses 38-41
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Some faces that day will be bright, laughing, rejoic­
ing at good news. And other faces, that day, will be 

dust-stained; darkness will cover them.
[Surah 'Abasa 80:38-41]

Explanation
“Some faces that day will be bright”— This means that their faces 
will be illuminated, shining, and bright.
His statement: “rejoicing”— This means they will be overjoyed and 
happy.
His statement: “at the good news”— This is the news of what Allah 
has prepared for them in the everlasting gardens of Paradise. These 
are the faces of the believers.
As for the faces of the disbelievers, Allah has described them with His 
statement, “And other faces, that day, will be dust-stained; darkness 
will cover them.” Al-Qurtubl said in his tafsir; “The meaning of 
‘dust-stained’ is dust-stained with dust and smoke. Their faces will 
be eclipsed and dark. This is the statement of Ibn ‘Abbas, and he also 
said their faces will be covered with humiliation.”
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Ibn Kathlr said in his tafsir, “The faces of the people on that day will 
be in two groups. Some faces that day will be bright, meaning they 
will be illuminated. Rejoicing at good news, meaning they will be 
happy and delighted within their hearts such that their happiness is 
apparent upon their faces. These are the inhabitants of Paradise. And 
other faces, that day, will be dust-stained; darkness will cover them; 
meaning, they will be enveloped in darkness.”
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Surah al-Ghashiyah

Verses 2-11
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Some faces that day will be humiliated, working 
[hard] and exhausted. They will roast in the hot 
blazing Fire. They will be given to drink from a 
boiling spring. No food will there be for them but a 
poisonous thorny plant which will neither nourish 
nor avail against hunger. (Other) faces, that day, will 
be joyful; with their effort [they are] satisfied. In a 
lofty Paradise, where they shall neither hear harmfid 

speech nor falsehood.
[Siirah al-Ghashiyah 88:2-11]

Explanation
Some scholars say that the description of these faces as humiliated, 
worn out, and exhausted is in the Hereafter. Other scholars say that 
it is in this life; meaning, they are tired, worn out, and striving with 
actions, and humble while doing so, but that will not benefit them
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in the Hereafter because their actions are based upon falsehood.
Imam al-Bukharl said, “Ibn ‘Abbas said, “ ‘working [hard] and 
exhausted”— these are the Christians.’”
Al-Qurtubi said in his tafiir, narrated from ‘Ali, “These are the 
Khawarij, those about whom the Prophet -§t said:

'   ̂ 0 / 0 O' S '  } s 0 '  , 0 "1 I  ̂ I  ̂ 0 S *[ Ji „ 0 s
j y s +j  ^  ^  o > - i
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“One of you would regard his own prayer and fasting as insignifi­
cant when compared to theirs. But they will pass through Islam like 
an arrow passing through its target.”1
Ibn Kathir said while explaining the statement of Allah the Exalted:

3-̂ 3̂ ' © 3 * 3̂ y
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Say (O Muhammad): “Shall We tell you the greatest 
losers in respect o f (their) deeds? Those whose efforts 
have been wasted in this life while they thought that 

they were acquiring good by their deeds!”
[Surah a l-K ahf 18:103-104]

After mentioning a narration from Sa’d bin Abi Waqqas that this 
verse refers to the Jews and Christians, he said, ‘“Ali bin Abi Talib, 
ad-E)ahak, and others said that this verse refers to the Khawarij. 
Thus, this verse pertains to the Khawarij just as it pertains to the 
Jews and Christians, because it was not revealed about any of them 
specifically; rather, it is more general than that. This is a Meccan 
verse, and the Meccan verses were revealed before the verses which 
address the Jews and Christians, and this verse was revealed before 
the Khawarij appeared. Therefore, this verse applies to everyone who
1 Sunan Ibn Mdjah

367



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSIR OF SELECT VERSES

worships Allah in a manner He is not pleased with. He thinks he is 
correct and he thinks his deeds are accepted, but he is in error and 
his deeds are rejected. As Allah the Exalted said: ‘working [hard] and 
exhausted. They will enter in the hot blazing Fire.”’
His statement “They will roast in the hot blazing Fire” is similar to 
the statement of Allah the Exalted:

^ p  y
Then surely, they will roast in the Hellfire.

[Surah al-Mutaffifin 83:16]

And His statement:

4  y
And roasting in Hellfire.

[Surah al-Waqi'ah 56:94]

And His statement:

< 0  j&' J I k  0  j £ i \  >
But it will be avoided by the wretched, those who 

will roast in the great Fire.
[Surah a l - A ’ld 87:11-12]

And His statement:
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Therefore, I have warned you of a Fire blazing 
fiercely. None shall roast in it except the most 

wretched, those who deny and turn away.
[Surah al-Layl 92:14-16]

The meaning is that they will be punished in the Fire with the
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highest, most extensive heat possible.
Then Allah the Exalted mentioned the drink of the inhabitants of 
the Hellfire: “They will be given to drink from a boiling spring.” It 
will be immensely hot and boiling.
Then He mentioned their food: “No food will there be for them 
but a poisonous, thorny plant which will neither nourish nor avail 
against hunger.”
Ibn Kathlr said about the statement “No food will there be for them 
but a poisonous thorny plant”: “ ‘All bin Abl Talhah narrated from 
Ibn ‘Abbas that this is a tree within the Hellfire. Said bin Jubayr said 
it is the tree of Zaqqum. Tkramah said it is a plant with thorns that 
grows low to the ground. Qatadah said it is the evilest, ugliest, filthi­
est food. His statement: ‘which will neither nourish nor avail against 
hunger’ means it will not bring about the desired goal or nourish, 
nor will it protect against the hunger they fear.”
After mentioning the people o f punishment, He mentions the 
people of bliss. He said, “(Other) faces, that day, will be joyful; with 
their effort [they are] satisfied. In a lofty Paradise, where they shall 
neither hear harmful speech nor falsehood.”
The people of happiness will enjoy bliss from the virtue of Allah the 
Exalted because of their righteous actions. Allah said about those 
who will be given their book in their right hand:

Qiyiai 0  &>- 0  J
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So he shall be in a life well-pleasing, in a lofty 
Paradise. The fruits in bunches whereof will be low 
and near at hand. Eat and drink at ease for that 

which you have sent on before you in days past!
[Surah al-Haqqah 69:21-24]

369



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSIR OF SELECT VERSES

Ibn Kathlr said, “After He mentioned the people of misery, He 
praised the people of happiness. He said, ‘faces that day,’ meaning 
the Day of Judgment, ‘will be joyful,’ meaning the bliss on their 
faces will be apparent. And they achieved this due to the efforts they 
put forth: ‘with their effort [they are] satisfied.’ Sufyan said that their 
actions will have brought them happiness.
His statement: “In a lofty Paradise”— This means in lofty, elevated 
mansions, safe and sound.
His statement “where they shall neither hear harmful speech nor 
falsehood” means that the inhabitants of Paradise will not hear even 
a word of false speech. As Allah said:

o
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No falsehood will they hear therein, nor any sinful 
speech.

[Surah al-Waqi'ah 56:25]
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Surah ad-Duha

Verses 6—8
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Did He not find you an orphan and give [you] 
refuge? And He found you lost and guided you? And 
He found you poor and made [you] self-sufficient.

[Siirah ad-D uha 93:6-8]

Explanation
From the favors of Allah upon His prophet Muhammad 0  is that 
he was an orphan and Allah gave him refuge. He was unaware and 
Allah guided him, and he was poor and Allah enriched him. Allah 
protected His Prophet Ife from the misguidance of the Pre-Islamic 
Days of Ignorance. Thus, he remained upon the natural disposition 
which Allah created mankind upon, and he did not deviate from 
that. He was devoted to Allah before he received revelation.
Ibn Hajar mentioned some worship performed by the Prophet 

before he received revelation. He mentioned that he would do 
worship from the legislation of Ibrahim 3̂ 1, such as Hajj and tawaf. 
The Prophet ife said:

J * ' Cft ^ 9  J * ' i j \  j ^

3 7 1



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSIR OF SELECT VERSES

And verily, Allah looked towards the people o f the earth and He 
hated them, the Arabs and the non-Arabs, with the exception of 
some remnants from the People of the Book.1
Imam an-NawawI said, “He looked at them and hated them before 
the Messenger of Allah was sent. And the intent for ‘some remnants 
from the People of the Book’ is those who held onto their true 
religion without deviating.”
The meaning of His statement “and He found you lost” is that he 
was unaware of the Qur'an and the Islamic legislation. As Allah the 
Exalted said:

{  j L j ) \  i j  u

And thus We have sent to you (O Muhammad) an 
inspiration of Our command. You knew not what is 

the Book, nor what is faith.
[Surah ash-Shura 42:52]

Before revelation was sent to him, the Prophet IB did not know 
about the Qur'an which was revealed to him, or the details of faith 
clarified in the Qur'an. Allah the Exalted said:

We relate to you, [O Muhammad], the best o f stories 
in what We have revealed to you of this Qur'an, 
although you were, before it, among the unaware.

[Surah Y u s u f  12:3]

This means that he was unaware of the affairs that Allah revealed in 
the Qur'an.

1 Sahih Muslim 2865
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Al-Qurtubi said:
“And He found you lost and guided you” means that He found you 
unaware of the impending prophecy that was intended to come to 
you; thus, He guided you and directed you. The meaning of “lost” is 
“unaware,” like the statement of Allah the Exalted:

<  ^  f  J ;  ^  >
My Lord is neither unaware nor does He forget.

[Surah Td-Hd 20:52]

And He said concerning His Prophet:

Although you were, before it, among the unaware.
[Surah Y u s u f  12:3]

[End of'al-Qurtubi’s speech]
Some scholars say that “lost” means unaware of the Qur'an and the 
legislation, thus Allah guided him to the Qur'an and the legislation. 
And this is the meaning of His statement:

{  o u / j '  4 ^ 1  u  tf >
You knew not what is the Book, nor what is faith.

[Surah ash-Shura 42:52]

Shaykh Muhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said concerning the statement 
o f Allah the Exalted about Musa dA:

[ y t 3^ y
[Musa] said, “I did it, then, while I was o f those 

astray.”
[Surah ash -S h u ’ard' 26:20]

Musa said in response to Pharaoh, “Therefore, when I did this, at
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this time I was from those who were astray, meaning this was before 
I received revelation and before I was sent as a messenger.” Some of 
the scholars saying that the statement “while I was of those astray” 
means “I was from those who were ignorant.” And this is because, 
after Allah taught him and sent him revelation, he became a scholar 
of Allah’s revelation, so he would be considered ignorant before 
revelation in comparison to what he knew after revelation.
The word misguided (JMJall) is applied in the Qur'an and the Arabic 
language with three usages:

1) The first usage: The word “misguided” means unaware of the 
reality of something. The Arabs say that everyone who is unaware of 
the true reality of something is astray from that thing. This is to be 
astray from the knowledge of something, not astray in the religion. 
This is the meaning of the statement:

< 3 J & 1  ^  utj ill 315

[Musa] said, “I did it, then, while I was of those 
astray.”

[Surah ash -S h u ’ara' 26:20]

This means “I was unaware of the reality of knowledge and its intri­
cate details which can only be known through revelation.” This is 
because this was before he received revelation. This is the meaning 
of the verse:

*{ 4 ^ - j j  y
And He found you lost and guided you.

[Surah ad-D uha 93:7]

Meaning, you were unaware of the knowledge which is only known 
by way of revelation. This is the meaning of the statement of Allah 
the Exalted:
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[Musa] said: “The knowledge thereof is with my 
Lord, in a record. My Lord is neither unaware nor 

does He forget.
[Surah Ta-Ha 20:52]

This means that there is absolutely no knowledge which Allah is 
unaware of, regardless of what it may be.
And the statement of Allah the Exalted:

<2ri y r 'J  C r f e  ^  ^  }

And if there are not two men (available), then a man 
and two women, such as you agree for witnesses, so 
that if one o f them (two women) errs, the other can 

remind her.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:282]

The statement “so that if one of them errs” means if one of the 
women is unaware of the reality of the contract they are witnessing. 
This is proven by His statement after this: “the other can remind 
her.”

2) The second usage: This usage is well-known in the Qur'an. 
The word “misguided” is applied to those who stray from the path 
of faith and go to the path o f disbelief, or stray from the path of 
guidance to misguidance, or from the path that leads to Paradise to 
the path that leads to the Hellfire. This can be found in the state­
ment of the Exalted:

^  jS ' y
Not (the path) of those who earned Your anger, nor 

of those who went astray.
[Surah al-Fatihah 1:7]
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3) The third usage: The word “misguided” is applied to 
something that disappears or vanishes. The Arabs say something has 
gone astray if it disappears. For this reason, when someone is buried, 
the Arabs say that he has gone astray because the earth will consume 
his body until he disappears. This can be found in the statement of 
Allah the Exalted:

And they say, “When we are lost in the earth, shall 
we indeed be recreated anew?”

[Surah as-Sajdah 32:10]

[End ofShaykh ash-Shinqiti’s speech]
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Verses 1-6
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Say: “O disbelievers, I do not worship what you 
worship. Nor are you worshipers o f what I worship. 
Nor will I be a worshiper o f what you worship. And 
nor are you a worshiper of what I worship. To you be 

your religion, and to me my religion.”
[Surah al-Kafirun 109:1-6]

Explanation
This surah along with Surah al-Ikhlas are both called Surah al-Ikhlas. 
It has been mentioned in the Sunnah that these two suwar should 
be recited in some optional prayers and in the two raka’at prayed 
after performing tawaf} Likewise, these two suwar are recited in the 
Sunnah prayer before Fajr prayer2. And these two suwar are recited 
in the two raka’dt after Maghrib prayer3.
The Prophet 0  said to Nawfal:
1 Sahih Muslim 2950
2 Sahih Muslim 1690
3 Mustiad Imam Ahmad  4763
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Recite: “Say: O disbelievers,” then go to sleep at its completion. For 
surely, it is disassociation from polytheism.4
In Jdmi’at-Tirmidhi, from the hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas:

“Say: O disbelievers” is equivalent to one-fourth o f the Qur'an.5
This hadith has been narrated through other chains of transmission 
which make it stronger.
In this surah, Allah the Exalted commanded His Prophet to 
proclaim his disassociation from the worship of other than Allah. 
He commanded him to say to the disbelievers:

Nor are you worshipers o f what I worship.
[Surah al-Kafirun 109:3]

The disbelievers do not worship who the Prophet 0  worships, 
because worship of Allah is not achieved except through worshiping 
Him sincerely and abandoning the worship of everything other than 
Him.
His statement “I do not worship what you worship” is affirmed by 
his statement “Nor will I be a worshiper of what you worship.”
This is emphasis by way of meaning, not using the same wording.
His statement “Nor are you worshipers of what I worship” is affirmed 
by his statement “nor are you worshipers of what I worship.”
This is emphasis with the same meaning and the same wording.

4 Sunan Abi Dawiid 5055
5 Jam i’at-Tirmidhi 2894
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Ibn Kathir mentioned four objectives for the wording and order of 
these verses in which the Prophet Ift disassociates himself from the 
pagans.

1) The first objective: The first two first verses— “I do not 
worship what you worship. Nor are you worshipers of what I 
worship” clarify his disassociation from the objects of worship which 
the disbelievers worship. And it clarifies their disassociation from the 
worship of Allah. This is similar to His saying:

^  J-®* Olj y  
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And if they belie you, say: “For me are my deeds and 
for you are your deeds! You are innocent of what I 

do, and I am innocent o f what you do!”
[Surah Y u n u s  10:41]

The last two verses— “Nor will I be a worshiper of what you worship. 
And nor will you be worshipers of what I worship— explain the 
methodology of the Prophet His methodology is to worship 
Allah alone and follow the revelation sent to him. This is in contrast 
to the disbelievers. Their worship of their gods is based upon what 
they invented and innovated from the worship of other than Allah.

2) The second objective is what was mentioned by al-Bukhari. 
He said that the first two verses are speaking of the present and the 
past, while the last two verses are speaking of the future.

3) The third objective is what was narrated by Ibn Jarir; he said 
that the last two verses strengthened the first two verses.

4) The fourth objective is what was stated by Ibn Taymiyyah. 
“I do not worship what you worship”— this statement negates the 
action because it is a verbal sentence. The other statement— “Nor 
will I be a worshiper of what you worship”— negates his acceptance 
of their worship in totality. This is because the negation using a 
nominal sentence is a stronger negation. Thus, it is as though he is
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rejecting the act itself and rejecting the notion that he would ever 
accept it. The meaning of this negation is to negate it happening and 
to negate it being allowable in the Islamic legislation.
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Surah al-Ikhlas

Verses 1—4
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Say: “He is Allah, (the) One. Allah as-Samad (the 
Self-Sufficient Master). He begets not, nor was He 
begotten. And there is none co-equal or comparable 

unto Him.”
[Surah al-Ikhlas 112:1-4]

Explanation
As we previously mentioned, Surah al-Ikhlas is recited along with 
Surah al-Kafirun in the two r a k a ’a t  prayed after performing t a w a f  
the Sunnah prayer before Fajr prayer, and the two r a k a ’a t  after 
Maghrib prayer.
It has been authenticated that the Prophet said that Surah al-Ikh- 
las is equivalent to one-third of the Qur'an.
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Narrated Abu Sa’id al-Khudrl: “A man heard another man reciting 
‘Say: He is Allah, (the) One’ repeatedly. The next morning, he came 
to the Messenger of Allah % and informed him about it, as though 
he thought that it was too little. The Messenger o f Allah 0  said, ‘By 
Him in Whose Hand my life is, this siirah is equal to one-third of 
the Qur'an!”’1
The Prophet 0  said:
. f 0 X -* ✓ '  CO Of % % c . c*— TjJli aLJ \y£j ol
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“Is any one of you unable to recite one-third of the Qur'an in 
one night?” They said, “How could anyone read one-third of the 
Qur'an?” He said, “ ‘Say: “He is Allah, (the) One”’ is equivalent to 
one-third o f the Qur'an.”2
The Prophet tig said to his Companions:
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“Gather together, for I will recite to you one-third o f the Qur'an.” 
So those who could gather together gathered there, then the Prophet 
^  came out and recited, “Say: ‘He is Allah, (the) One,’ then he went 
in. They said to one another, “Perhaps there has been some news 
from heaven, on account of which he has gone inside.” Then the 
Prophet Hi came out and said, “I told you that I was going to recite 
to you one-third o f the Qur'an. Verily, it is equivalent to one-third 
of the Qur'an.”3
1 Sahih al-Bukhari 5013
2 Sahih Muslim 811
3 Sahih Muslim 812
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Reciting Surah al-Ikhlas along with Surah al-Falaq and Surah an-Nas 
three times in the morning and evening has also been mentioned in 
the Sunnah.
Mu’adh bin ‘Abdillah bin Khubayb narrated from his father, who 
said:
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We went out on a rainy and extremely dark night, looking for the 
Messenger of Allah 0  so that he could lead us in prayer. So I met 
him and he iH said, “Speak,” but I did not say anything. Then he 
said, “Speak.” But I did not say anything. He said, “Speak.” So I 
said, “What should I say?” He said, “Say: ‘Say: “He is Allah, the 
One”’ and al-Mu’awwidhatayn (Surah al-Falaq and an-Nas) when 
you reach evening and when you reach morning, three times; they 
will suffice you against everything.”4
It is also mentioned in the Sunnah that one should recite these three 
suiuar at the time of sleep, blow into his two hands, and wipe the 
parts of his body he is able to reach.
‘A’ishah 0  said:
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When the Prophet 0  went to bed each night, he would put his palms

1 Jam i’at-Tirmidhi 3575
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together, blow into them, and recite Surah al-Ikhlas, Surah al-Falaq, 
and Surah an-Nas; then he would wipe as much of his body as he 
could with his hands, starting with his head and face, and the front 
of his body, doing this three times.5
This surah contains four verses. The first two verses affirm the oneness 
and self-sufficiency of Allah. The third and fourth verses negate Him 
having an origin, offspring, peers, and counterparts.
Al-Ahad (the One) is from His beautiful names. Ibn Kathir said, 
“The name al-Ahad is not applied to anyone other than Allah, 
because He alone is complete and perfect in all His names and attri­
butes, and His actions.”
As-Samad (the Self-Sufficient Master) has been explained with 
various explanations.
Ibn Kathir said in his tafsir:
He is the one Who all creatures turn to for their needs and fulfill­
ment of their affairs. Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Allah the Exalted has no need 
for any of His creation, while all of the creation are in complete need 
of Him.” As Allah said:

O mankind, it is you who stand in need of Allah, but 
Allah is Rich (free of all wants and needs), Worthy of 

all praise.
[Surah Fatir 35:15]

When Allah negates having a child, parents, peers, or counter­
parts, He affirms His oneness. This likewise affirms Him being the 
Self-Sufficient Master because His negation of this shows that He 
has no need of anyone, while all others are in complete need of Him 
and they cannot do without Him. Those who are parents are in need 
of children and those who are children are in need of parents. And

5 Sahih al-Bukhdri 5017
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those who are similar need each other.
[End o f Ibn Kathir’s speech]

Surah  al-Ikhlas: Verses 1 -4
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Surah al-Falaq

Verses 1-5

Say: “I seek refuge with the Lord of the daybreak, 
from the evil of what He has created, and from the 
evil o f the darkening (night) as it comes with its 
darkness, and from the evil o f the blowers in knots, 

and from the evil of the envier when he envies.
[Surah al-Falaq 113:1-5]

Explanation
From the virtues of this surah and Surah an-Nas is what has been 
narrated by ‘Uqbah bin ‘Amir. He said that the Messenger of Allah 
%  said:
t '-rJJ. S j p l  ?  JaS g h *  'ji 4JLJJI a-Lft o b l  'j  j»Jl

Sy-\ J i j
Do you not know that verses were revealed to me tonight, the like of 
which have never been seen? “Say: ‘I seek refuge with the Lord o f the 
daybreak’” and “Say: ‘I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind.’”1

1 Sahih Muslim 1891
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Surah  al-Falaq: Verses 1 -5

It was narrated from Mu’adh bin Abdillah bin Khubayb that his 
father said:

i s  jJjJb <uip <dJl <dJl c—i

U cJlai . Ĵi : J l i i  <L* d —'j  aJLp <dJl aJUI r̂i

. { j t i \ ^ ' y i / \ $ }  J l i  3^1 J U ^ I

J-^aiU ijjii U ^y'y ^y^l J^} 3 ^

I was with the Messenger o f Allah 0  on the road to Makkah when I 
found myself alone with the Messenger o f Allah 0 .  I drew close to 
him and he said, “Say.” I said, “What should I say?” He said, “Say.” 
I said, “What should I say?” He said, “Say: I seek refuge with the 
Lord of the daybreak...” until he finished (the surah), then he said: 
“Say: I seek refuge with (Allah) the Lord of mankind...” until he 
finished it. Then he said, “The people cannot seek refuge with Allah 
by means of anything better than these two.”2
Abu Sa’ld al-Khudrl said:

J * }  OliJl ^  i ji l ' (JL-j Up aJUI J U  ill  3_r3 OlfT

. dJJi i/ 3  1 ̂  i • “̂ 3"l sl)liiji«Jl o J j j  L»li

The Messenger of Allah Hi used to seek refuge from the evil eye of 
the jin n  and the evil eye of humans. When Surah al-Falaq and Surah 
an-Nas were revealed, he started to recite them and stopped reciting 
anything else.3
‘Uqbah bin Amir ^  said:

. (J5" j y  oliy*-»Jl Vysl Ol aAp aJJI ĴJI (_gi/̂

The Messenger of Allah 0  commanded me to recite al-Mu’awwidhat

2 Sunan an-Nasd / 5429
3 Sunan an-Nasd 'i 5494
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TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSIR OF SELECT VERSES

(Surah al-Falaq and Surah an-Nas) following every prayer.4
The meaning of “I seek refuge with the Lord of the daybreak” is “I 
seek shelter and protection with Allah.” This verse contains the three 
categories of tawhid. Seeking refuge with Allah is tawhid of divin­
ity. “The Lord of the daybreak” is tawhid of lordship and tawhid 
of names and attributes, because “the Lord” is from the names of 
Allah. He is the Lord of all things, and the Owner and Creator of all 
things. This is similar to His statement, “All the praises and thanks 
be to Allah, the Lord of all that exists” in Surah al-Fatihah. And it is 
similar to “Say: ‘I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind’” in Surah 
an-Nas.
The phrase “daybreak” refers to the morning, according to the 
consensus of scholars. This has been mentioned by Ibn ‘Abbas and 
others. This is similar to His statement:

^ ^  y
(He is the) Cleaver o f the daybreak.

[Siirah a l-A n'dm  6:96]

And His statement:

< ill >

And by the dawn when it brightens,
[Siirah a l-M u dda th ' th ir  74:34]

Perhaps it was specifically mentioned due to the importance it has in 
the person’s life and livelihood. Allah the Exalted said:

f j i  U l 3 3  A&0 | f i f t i  3» >
 ̂ J d l l  aJ| ^  AillaJl

Say (O Muhammad): “Tell me! If Allah made night 
continuous for you till the Day of Resurrection, who 
is the god besides Allah who could bring you light?

1 Sunan an-Nasa ‘i 1336
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Surah  al-Falaq: Verses 1 -5

Will you not then hear?”
[Surah al-Qasas 28:71]

Then He mentioned what refuge is being sought from. He said: 
“from the evil of what He has created.” This includes any evil from 
the creation. Then He mentioned three specific evils. Although these 
three evils are included in the general wording of “from the evil of 
what He has created,” perhaps they were mentioned separately due 
to the great evil and harm which results from them.
His statement: “and from the evil of the darkening (night) as it 
comes with its darkness”— This is the nighttime when it begins 
to darken. This is the opposite of daybreak. Daybreak is when the 
morning first enters. The time mentioned here is when the nightfall 
first enters. Allah said:

{  j£ j l  \J\ 4)yJaJ h & J l  pi* >
Establish the prayer from midday till the darkness 

of the night.
[Surah al-lsra' 17:78]

The mid-day refers to the Zuhr and Asr prayers, while the darkness 
of the night refers to the Maghrib and Tsha' prayers.
The devils roam during the entrance of the night. The Prophet i s  
said:

When the wings of the night spread— or when evening comes— 
keep your children in, for the devils come out at that time. Then, 
when part o f the night has passed, let them go. And close the doors
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TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N : TAFSlR OF SELECT VERSES

and mention the name of Allah, because the devil does not open a 
closed door. And tie up your waterskins and mention the name of 
Allah, and cover your vessels and mention the name of Allah, even 
if you only put something over them, and extinguish your lamps.5
His statement: “and from the evil of the blowers in knots”— These 
are the witches who blow on knots for their magic. Magic is done 
by men and women. Perhaps women are specified here because there 
are more female witches than male witches.
His statement: “and from the evil of the envier when he envies”—  
The envier is the person who wishes that a favor would be removed 
from the one they envy, whether the envier gets the favor or not. 
Included in this is the envy caused by the evil eye and that which is 
not caused by the evil eye. The only reason He restricted it by saying 
“when he envies” is because the harm from this is when he acts upon 
his envy6.

’ Sahih al-Bukhari 3280; Sahih Muslim 2012
h T ranslators note: Shaykh M uhammad Amin ash-Shinqiti said, “Refuge is not sought 
from the envier until he acts upon his envy, meaning until he directs his envy towards 
the envied; this is because before he directs his envy towards the envied, he will not be 
affected by his evil. Thus, there is no reason to seek refuge.”

390



Surah an-Nas

Verses 1-6

©  ©  ^ i! ) i  i u ;  ©  i > i  J i  >

<  0  « / & ' j  o t  o  « / & '
Say: “I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind, the 
King of mankind, the God of mankind, from the 
evil o f the whisperer who withdraws, who whispers 
in the breasts o f mankind, from among the jin n  and 

mankind.”
[Siirah an-N as  114:1-6]

Explanation
We have previously mentioned the virtue of these two suwar. The 
first verse contains the three categories of tawhid: tawhid of lordship, 
divinity, and names and attributes.
“The King of mankind”— This verse contains tawhid o f lordship and 
tawhid of names and attributes.
“The God of mankind”— This verse contains tawhid of divinity and 
tawhid of names and attributes.
He mentioned “the Lord of mankind” although He is the Lord of 
all that exists, the Lord of everything and the King of everything,

39 1



TREASURES FROM THE NOBLE Q U R'A N ! TAFSIR OF SELECT VERSES

because of the nobility of man. For this reason, He sent messengers 
among them and sent Books down to them. And the jinn  follow 
them, as was previously mentioned in Surah al-Ahqaf.
This surah contains three of Allah’s beautiful names: the Lord, the 
King, and the God. Thus, the Muslim seeks refuge in his Lord, King, 
and God from the evil of the whisperer. The whisperer is the Shaytan, 
the one who has committed himself to misguiding the son of Adam, 
except those whom Allah protects from his evil. He whispers in the 
breast of man when he is heedless of the remembrance of Allah and 
His obedience. And he retreats when man remembers Allah. Thus, 
the Shaytan distances himself from man. Ibn Abbas said, “When 
the slave remembers Allah, the Shaytan retreats from his heart and 
leaves. If man is heedless, he devours his heart and whispers to him.”
Al-Qurtubl said in his tafsir, “The meaning of ‘the evil of the 
whisperer who withdraws’ is the companion from the jinn (assigned 
to every person).”
He based this on the statement of the Messenger of Allah 0 .  He 
said:

q A qA <Ujf  VI U
. aTp <dJl ol ^1 blj i jU  ?aU1 b c —ilj

“There is no one among you but he has with him a constant compan­
ion (qarin) from among the j in n  and a constant companion from 
among the angels.” They said, “You too, O Messenger of Allah?” He 
said, “Me too, but Allah has helped me against him (the devil-com- 
panion) and he has become Muslim.”1
His statement: “from among the jinn  and mankind”— Some schol­
ars say this explains that those who whisper in the breast of man are 
the devils from the jinn and man. As Allah the Exalted said:

1 Sahih Muslim 7108
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Surah  an-N as: Verses 1 -6

i  '!>> Sy& j£ >  l)\ jy y
And so We have appointed for every prophet 
enemies, devils among mankind and jin n , inspiring 

one another with adorned speech as a delusion.
[Surah a l-A n'am  6:112]

Ash-ShawkanI said, “Then Allah the Exalted clarified that those who 
whisper are of two types: jinn  and man. He said, ‘From among the 
jinn  and mankind.’ As for the Shaytan from the jinn, he whispers 
in the breast of the people. As for the shaytan from mankind, his 
whisper to man is that he sees himself as a caring advisor. So his 
speech falls into the heart of the person under the guise of advice, 
just like the whisper of the Shaytan. As Allah said, ‘Devils among 
mankind and jinn.' ”
And all praises belong to Allah, the Lord of all that exists, and may 
Allah exalt the rank and bless our Prophet Muhammad and his 
family and Companions collectively.
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